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MR9b5608 Apr| 0350 |Reveille, Fine and clear.
During the night B, D, and ¢ Coys all mored through 4 Coy area on to the HOCHELTON

Sheet 6 L
o il Teaturs, also N.S.R. who were to teke out the town of ELTON 910652 (Sheet b). B coy
set up HQ &t JUlod7 and C and D Coys in the area of RITEROEK 935652. A Coy then
| passed through to HOOGEHEIDE, MR 950000. No enemy were encountered and the Coys dug &
|1600|mo" Gp at BnHQ. Recces have driven shead for & long distence and have met no opposi-
I' tlon. We are to Tollow { Bde in TCV's in & mad desh to cont&ct the enemy.
| 2300 | By this time 811 the Bn was in the marshelling erea ready to move off.

Part I Orders

part II Orders

arfr Fd Heturns

ioa's Fd Retumns

|Map CLEVE, sheet o, 1/50,000
‘counter-lu{ormr Int. Summary No. 108
8 Cdn Int Sde "IM" Summary

‘a cdn Inf Bde SITREP

The convoy moved off led by tanks of the SHERBROOKE FUSILIERS. But we soon bogged
dawn after crossing the German-betherlands border. The [ Bde had met opposition

beyond KILDER 970718 (Sheet L0O3 DOETINGHEM 1/25,000). At epprox 930p Ars the En
We spread out among the buildings

Sheet o

MR928607 P Lpl"| 0015

|

‘ |was told to bed down for the rest of the night.

| ‘along the roed in sguare 9571 (DOETINCHEM sheet) s Rl

| 0800 "0" Gp. Our job now to push on through 7 Bde and go on towards LAAGKEFPEL MR 963787

! | (DOETINGHEL Sheet). .

| 1030 |We moved off on foot to our start line at WEHL 951748 (DOETINCHENM Sheet). Before

| |reacning there, We were neld up by the leeding Coys (C end D) coming under mar ter
|aud S.p. fire at 947735, But, aided by the tanks, this was soon silenced, The rest

|of the march into WEHL was without incident.,

lﬁlp[me Bn started their attack, going through the R.R.R.y, C Coy golng NORTH on the main
road and B Coy to the right of the road. C Coy immediately ran into trouble from an

| enemy S.P. “‘the tanks after considerable menoeuvring menaged to remove this menace

| |with their 17 pdrs. Both Coys then easily got on to their objectlves. E Coy hed a

| |11%8le trouble rrom snipers, which was soon dealt with, But C Coy Were not as

| !
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Igg‘n‘ﬁbb 2 Apy 1315| fortunate.
eet (Cony'd) "|rire and S.4, fire. The

Coy had 12 casualties. ; ;
4 end D now moved out, A& to go through G and Y to go through B, On the road A Coy

rén into mortars and snipers, but the troop of tenks with them blasted a path, They
consolidated, 4an enemy mortar pesition was overrun
D Coy passed through B and
-The coys were now in
5 (Sheet DOETINGHEY).

ir supporting tenks came up and dealt with this troubls. Thel

e G
48 soon as they were on their cbjective, the ares was laced with martar ;

‘| positions, A - 950773,
{5 P.W's, were taken, 3
N.3.R. passed through the Bn ang turned left through 4 Coy to exploit to the
OUDEITSSEL.

Map pOETTINGHEM, 1/25,000 Dz 9

MRI5UT55 |3 ap B Coy moved through A Coy ang advanced to the QUDE IJSSEL in the SOUTHERI outskirts
of LAAGKEPPEL. Here they found the bridge had been blownm,
B Coy relieved by R de Chaud. During the night, the part of LAAGKNPPEL to the NORTH
of the river had been BLACK WATCH of the 2nd Div,

B Coy again took over the river bank from the R de Chaud,
The rest of the Bn wes Terried across the river in assault boats by B Coy. ‘here we

took billets in the WESTERN end of the towm. The People gave us a great reception
and very few of the men slept on bare floors thet night,
The Bailey bridge across the OUDE ITSSEL wes completed ang the vehieles moved over,

8 Cdn Inf Bde SITREP

M}%l?ﬁ'f i 4p Reveille. Clear end warm,
Sheet 400 dihe Bn spent the merning resting and cleaning their Weapons, while plans were made

for our next move,

‘the Bn started out Ggain. C and D Coys leading. Our new plans cel l=d for C Caoy to

Gccupy RODENEURG 924840 and D Coy to go to HOEFKmYT 931835 (both sheet 3903). A coy
- 5 :E both shest 3902). The only
€ was by A and C Coys, who game under fire from an ;

de of the IJSSEL river and mortar fire from RHABI9E53
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ngblzal 4 4pr 1309 (Sheet 3902), Eagh or these coys had 4 casualties,
eet 4003 (Con *d) During the night B and D Coys had some fairly heavy shelling but no casusal ties, i
‘ BnHq was set up at 940825 (Sheet 3903).

Map STEENDZREN, sheet 3803 1/25,000 Appx 11
Map DOESBEURG, Sheet 3902 Appx 12
! 8 Cdn Inr Bde wIt gumnary Appx 13
5 4pr 0309 D Coy moved up and Oceupied EMMER 925860 (sheet 3903)., <This Was done with no

opposition and cowplesed by 0500 hrs, 4 fairly quiet morning was spent, though %

there was an odd mortar bomb coming over.

123q "O" Gp. FPlans were laid for an attack that afternoon Oon the bulge on the EAST bank %
of the IJSSEL.

153(:{ D Coy, taking advantage of enemy trench systems that had pe
1
|
|

MR946B25

the farm buildings & 'HUISWEERD 914857 (Sheet 3902).
while 4 and B Coys Using other abandoned trench
to attack RHA 899855 (sheet 3902) ana B Coy to attack prpm
| B Coy dldn't get very far before 1l and 12 Pls were pimne
and MG fire, 1g Pl came rorward and gave them sovering ri

e, e S

were Tull of water, and
There was guite a lot of suiping and

| ] { Dlght time but there was blenty of light from burning buildings. -Qur 6 pdrs had set
| ! | them on fire earlier in the day. 8 pl took out the first group of houses against

| | furious resistance. Qne feature of this resistance was the extensive use of

| Bazookas., Qur OWn weapons were in very bad shape from the mud encountered in the
'treuches. { Pl now went in ana two sections got i
village. Here they were counver-attacked and cut off Trom the rest of the Cay. Sit
Caverly got through and gave thne story to the 0,0, 4 Coy now got orders to thdraw
| ko their original positions. Some more of ( pl came back and the Coy wishdrew. The

i i final count of cesualties was 5 wounded, five killed andg six mwissing. Major Hogarth
| ’ Was wounded in the arm, 3
| ! |

8 ¢dn Inf Bde "I Summary

and 8 pl led off into town. It was getting %
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| |Quiet morning,
} [1330|The bn, with the
| | | ZUTPHEN »

"0" Gp at Q900 hrs,

eXception of D Coy too

D Coy were at LR94992Y4 (Sheet

| I‘acting as police, ;

11900 |D Coy posn” was shelled rairly heavily but fortunately there were no casualties. Uhe
{People of ZUTPHEN gave the Bn a royal welcome, €

| COUNTER-MORTAR "In Summary No 113,

MRI75949 P 4pr Oroojneveille. Bright and cool, B
! |During the morning, Fringe Bernhard of the Netherlends visited ZUTPHEN and received
|‘ /& great ovation,

! .1000|Volu.ntary church perade for the Coys in town, which was well attended,
| |

ik over from the S.D.&G.

Highrs in the town of
3803). The Bn was in a

defensive role, also
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MRSUb82! 4pr| 0600 ¢ coy having taken over from A Coy, the latter mored back to ¢ Qoys old 08N

9 o 5 g ad to get their weapons in shape 5nd re-equipped, 5 * A %
| -1200| B goy was shelled at dinner and had three I=n wounded, Qur mortars, 6 pdrs end tanks| %a

| |gave RHA a good dusting off during the day. There was word of a more that night,

| | but nothing definite about times,
| | | Counter-Mortar nIm Summary o, IIT Appx 15
,‘ ' | DALTON force Appx 16
| |8 Cdn Inf Bde nIn Summeary Appx 17
|!B Cdn Inf Bde "I® Summary Appx 18
{8 cdn Inf Bde SITREP Appx 19
Ijoke825 7 Apr| 0600|Reveille. OCloudy ang cool,
1150 |Recce party of R.C.D., 1st Can Corps arrived snd we g0t ready to move,
14350 Bn embussed and had a rast ride NORTH to a reserve area EAST of ZUTPHEN « BnHg being

10 an old mension at 975949 (ZUTPHEN sheet 3803)s The Coys hed a good rest, which

they needed. It was a very gquiet night, ;
Map ZUTPHEN, sheet 3803, 1/25,000 20
Counter-liortar nIm Sumary No, 112 Appx 21
. | ‘8 Cdn Inf Bde SITREP Appx 22
| ! '8 0dn Inf Bde WIM Summary Appx 23

MR9T7594L9 ]a Apr| 0700 |Reveille, Cloudy and eool,

4ppx 24

.

GBS
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MR9 75949 9 1500| The festivities in town were cut short ror the Bn as at this time we once egain mowed
(contifd) | Bubussed in TCV's end fad a Tast ride to MRY09055 (Sheet BATHMEN 3(03 1/25,000)e

\
|
!

Gestapo concentration camp. Ten Dutchmen had been shot there just before the ReW.Re

got there. Many of the BEn visited tne area, ;

| | Phere was some shelling during the night. Casuaslties were B Coy four wounled, and

i | C goy, 2 wounded.

| |map BATHIEN 3703, 1/25,000 ApDX 25
| Counter Mortar "IY Summary Noe 114 ADDX 206

J_yjol Here we took over from the R.W.R. in front of DEVENTER. In our arca was a former

[8 cdn Inf Bde "I" Sumnary : Appx 27
| Report lines and Ref. Points, 3 ¢dn Inf Div ADDX 28
T7 ¢dn Inf Bde "I" Summeary ADDX 29

MR269055 O4po| A Ccoy mowed up to SNIPPLING 945072 (Sheet 5703), to take the bridge there. They cams %
under very heavy fire. B8 pl got on their ob jeective and were vioclently coumsers
attacked and cut them off from the rest of the Coy. A runner menaged to get back to
goy HE to say that S5jt Fox and the rest of the pl had been captured. Later some of
them got beack and the final seore was 1 missing.
the pls of ¢ Coy mowed up and strengthened the right rlenk of A Coy. f
| A Coy area was heavily shglled from the other side of the river., They had 2 men
i killed and two wounded.
| #Q" Gp at® BniQ eud plans were made for esteblishing a bridgehead over the cmal,
Counter Mortar “IY Summery No 115 DE 30
MR269055 ll.l Apr| 5| ¢ Coy, with no preliminary barrage,; crossed the canal at 94lg70 (sheet 37U5)s it
! was & gomplete surprise to the enemy snd the Coy consolidated wit hout casusliless %
| The coy took fifteen P.W.S. d
0300| The R.H.R. pessed through ¢ Coy and went on to clear out DEVENTER. C Coy then withs 7& d

| drew to their original posnss
1200| More P.W.s were taken out of cellars in The erea during the morning: From other Pef.s &
it is learned that in yesterdays fracas with 8 pl, that there was one killad; Gwo
| wounded eand nine prisoners Irom thet pl now in Jerry hands.
1
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- MR969055 1 AQ# ljooITue coys startied to move into DEVENTER to take over from the R.W.Re We arrived in fﬁZﬂz
(Cont/'d) Jposition at 1400 hrs and received a tremendous welcome from the populations Qur
| |duties in the town was policing and contaet patrols, Curfew was to be at 213Q0.
lbooanHq end rest of Bn vehicles errived and BniQ wes set up at 924077 (Sheet 3702) f;%géD
faeross the canal from the Railway Stetion. The Coys were confined to their own Goy
|areas., Fraternigation was gulekly started. Billets were good and everybody got &
[ | good nights sleep.
| ’Map DEVENTER sheet 3702, 1/25,000

o9oo!Tbe Bn started %o go on badly needed bath Pparades, by Coyss
luoo{fue K of ¢ put on a show in town for 1/3 of the Ba at a time,
lonfOrders are received to get ready to move on again. More Qermsns have been Ppulled out
|of the cellars during the day.
ITne 1st Cdn Inf piv heve orossed the IJSSEL further SQUTH of us. Our 4/Tk pl were
sent to eld them and word is received that they have knocked out an enemy tank,
1915 |nge gp at BnHQs ©“rders are that we are to be prepared to move at any time.
2000 |No move tonight but we are to be prepared to move early in the morning. S0 we get
another evenings collaboration, Ihere was & party that night in the Qffrs Mess which
Wwes attended by the GUG, 3 c¢dn Inf Div.
|8 gdn Inf Bde nIn Swnmary
| {3 ¢dn Inf Div ®I" Summery
| |8 cdn Inf Bde SITREP
|Counter-jortar “I" Summnary Ko 117

|
|

MR92LO7f 12 ap.] 0800|Reveille, oStend to till 0630, Fine and werm.
i

|

|

| | |
MRIZ4O({ 15 Apr)OMOC |Reveille. Weather warw and dry.

1 Y500 |Everything ready to move off,

| |2030 (The Bn loads on to TCV's end start off.

r 1130 [Arrive at the area of 904153 (Sheet RAALTE 3603.)

|

}1200 Recce party leave for new area and dinner is served. We are to be ready to move on
|, __ |y 15004

lDSUiTna Bn agein embus and move off again. we 0 to the area of §88298 (sheet 3503).
’ ! {Here we are to stay for the night and move on again early in the morning to eross the|
! ‘ ’\owm IJSSELCHE CANAL, _
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|
5 Apr| 15350|puring the day Major Dunkelmen returned to the unit exd took over D Coy again.
(cont?d) |Mep pATHMEN sheet 303, 1/25,000.
] (Me&p RAALTE sheet 3003, 1/25,000.
: | [map HEINNO sheet 3503, 1/25,000.
MR998298 ].»u Apr| OUBO!Reveille. ¢lear and cool. :
0930 |mon Gp et EnHQ end the Recce party leave for a new area EAST of ZWOLLEs
1200|Our travels start again. We load on TCV's and start off at a fast clips. Plens are
| changed and our recce party's work is &ll for nothing. ZUWODLE has fallen without &
shot and we are to keep on going. It is like our old jaunt through France. Cheering|
|people and waeving rlags in every town emd villaege. one thing which interested every=-
[oody was the traditional Duteh customes worn by some of the older people , mostly
|women, Their headdress im particular catching the eye. The padre, during one halt,
tallled three women into posing for a snapshot.
1730 |arver passing through MEPPEL, recently liberated, we go on to NIJEVEEN (Sheet 3203)
for vhe night. BnHQ at MR 946612, The rest of the Bn in a small ares around them,
e are at present in & non-tactical role, so only a small guard is mounted and the
Temelnder get enother good nights sleep.
llep DALFSEN 3403, 1/25,000
lap MEPPEL 3303, 1/25,000
jliap HAVELTE 35203 1/25,000
|8 Cdn Inf Bde SITREP
8 cdo Inf Bde mI" Summary

MRgzNhO((

as

MR9UL612 15 Apr|ow30|Reveille. Rained all night end still hasn't stopped. However/the morning went on
|the weather cleared but still very cools.

| 0800 |Recce party leaves and we get ready to move again., The chase is reely on and the roa
‘ are jaumed with our traffie.

1300 |We start off agein end head for STEENWIOK. Now we leave the provinee of QVERITSSEL
{88d enter PRIESLAND. The usuasl weloome is met with in STEENWIJK. By the orange
|ribbons we meet it looks like & celebration of the Glorious 12th in Cenada. We
|passed through WOLVEGA 827t (Sheet 331) and eventually arrived in HEERENVEEN T

(Sheet 325)

*l . .
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MRIWGO12 5 Ap l?jd We are to stay in HEERENVEEN for the night, so the Goys get settled in billets aro
(contfd) | EnHQ whioch is at the station 776867 (Sheet 325)s The people again give us a great
weloone end the Boys spend an enjoyeble evening. The K of o DUt on & show for Asp
coys in A Coy area,
( | Map STEENWIIK 3203, 1/25,000
| | | N8P WOLVEGA 331, 1/25,000
lMap JOURE 325, 1/25,000

"Q" Gp at BnHQ. The Bn is to go on TCV's towards the ceuseway @cross the ZUIDER ZEE,
until the enemy are coatected. The recees have wet no opposition so far, But the
enemy is known to be trying to evacuate from the posts around the ZUIDER ZEE.
The encmy were contacted by G Coy in the village of woNs 451qll (sheet 313). There
was & brisk exechange of shots but the enemy withdrew and B Coy occupied WONS without
casualties,
| A Coy now passed through B Coy but scon came under fire from snipers and artys The
| tanks with A Coy attempted to get them through but were forced to fall beack. Flems
throwers did manage to deal with some of the snipers. There was still Plenty of
opposition, so the coy conselidated at the oridge at 443020 (Sheet 313).
| D Coy hed cceupied the village of WITMARSUNM 478030 without opposition. But ¢ Coy
| had encountered stiff opposition in their advarze on KORNWERD 428012 (Sheet 313).
They were going ahead slowly and had no casualties yets Patrols are sent out aheasd
land at approx 2100 hrs it is reported that the village is olear,
lap DENHELDER 2 4 1/100000
| MepP LEEUWARDEN 1 A 1/100,000
Map ZURIG 313 1/25,000

|
MR776867 *b LPT Reveille. Clear and cool,
{ |
| }
o
I
!

At 0100 hrs C Coy had moved into KOQRNWERD and occupied the place.
i the area of 4201 (sSheet 1 A4), while A Go

On the dyke C Coy was to meke a firm base

MRUSlolp 1 01p0|
0330 ¢ Coy were orderad to go to the dyke in
were to take over from them in EORNWERD
| for Burther operations.
{ 0Boo| Around this time both A &nd C Co
| | vA® enaiy 4l uere attempting to get away on ‘bieycles,

T

s went into aection against several small groups of
i hey were badly shot up, all
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being either killed or wounied.D goy &lso put on & shoot, with
ageifist PINGIUM H60O8 (Sheet 1 4), e e
B Coy sent & patrol out to GODUIM 438031, They returned to say that this place was
¢lear, so the coy moved off with tank support to take out ZURIG 430oLL (Sheet 315).
) B Coy reached their objective. They were subjected to some fairly heavy shelling on
| the way, but no SA fire. The town being ceccupied with no opposition thers. D goy
had meanwhile set out for PINGIJUM and were now closing in for the kill. They
| encountered plenty of SA fire but, with the aid of tanks, they reached the outskirts
of town. 18 pl took over the lead and Lieut Hencook walked out shesd end ealled on
the enemy to surrender. His effort was sucgessful and the remnents gave themselves
| }13}_1 :‘ne enemy commander and two of his aides ettempted to escape and were shot and
| ed,
Sjt Taylor and twe men from C Coy, went out to bring in some Germans who were waving
& whitve rlag. As soon as they came into the open, an Mg 42 opened up near the flag
and 3]t Taylor and Rfn Colville were wounded.
There was no rurther incident during the night except a little shelling.
3 Cdn Inf Div ®I" Sunmary.
Derence Plan, ZUIDER ZEE Causeway (GERMAN)
MRUSL0LO Reveille, Fine and clear.
| At 0900 hrs & patrol from D Coy brought in 45 P,W.'s. The 45 mmd been out looking
Tor somebody to surrender to. j
C Coy, after & preliminary barrage, put in an attack on the end of the causeway
| 450027+, They met with no opposition. Some guns were fired on them from the cause
| but no demage was done., <There was considerable enemy equipment left behind on theiy
objective. 3 quadruple 2o mm AA, 3 single 20 mm AA, 3 HMG, 3 Hotchkiss MG, 2 9 en
Tk guns, 5 Hispanos and numerous rifles and LMGs and bazookas. ]
The .5.R. bad teken out the port of MAKKUM and thet finished germen resistance on
i the TAST side of the ZUIDER ZEE.
no" gp. Tomorrow the Bn is to move back to police a large area IB&r heres

| Operation "plundert

MRUS1olo

Hecce party left to look over new &refs

MR451010 0 Reveille, Fine and clear.
The Bn loaded on TCV's and at 0830 we moved off,
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_ MRUSlolo We were all settled in our new areas. BnHQ being in JQURE 691876, 4 Co also QURE
691875, B Coy &t LEMMER bd5(U0, D Coy et SCHERPENZEEL ?h5?229an; ép cgyyat o
(62868 (all sheet 1 4)e C Coy was at WOLVEGA B2L68Y (Sheet 331, 1/25,000)« A round
trip of all the coys was nearly 60 miles, The civilians in eech plege gave everybody
& royal welcowe end billets were quickly arranged. An officers' Mess and & sergeants
less were set up end we all prepared t0 spend & good time, gur work in this area is to

be weinly contact pmtrols and policing.
MRoS%1E870 A Revellle, Fine and clears A Good night's rest bad been bed by the Bns The morning
was spent in gelting settled for a rew days stay. The K of ¢ Supervisar arrived and
made arrangewents Tor shows and dances.
Qur hopses for & stay are dashed. We are to move on agein tomorrow. And it is to be a

long move.
Recce party Irom The Toronto Irish, 5 Cdn Armd Div arrive to teke over from us,

mOo" Gp at BnHQ.
Reveille. (Cloudy and cool. Recee party left at 0b00.

TCV's loaded and at 0900 we started off. Qur route is to HEERENVEEN=LEEUWARDEN=
(Sheet M 1 Bast), We ere © pick

GRONINGEN=WINSCHOTEN . The last named at MR 5305,
up guides to take us To our area. i
Arrived in WINSCHOTEN and find plens are again changed.

e have to go further than

was at first thougnt. The roads are in bad shape. The enamy in retreating has cratered
the ramds and blown bridges. MAaST of WINSCHOTEN we cross into Germmny. Here we meet
one polish Armd Div.

We arrive at our finel destim tion RHEDE MR 082964 (Sheet 2909). Here the cookers are
quickly set up and & meal is served. I is in an old Hitler Jugend Kintergertens :
The coys are in the immediete vieinity in e defensive role.

Map M 1 GRONINGEN WEST, 1/100,000

Mep M 1 GRONINGEN EAST, 1/100,000

Mep ASCHEIDORF 2909, 1/25,000

MR6B2964 : A Reveille, (Cloudy and cool.
The morning was mainly spent in maintenance af vehicles and weapons.
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r 2p 1300 |won Gp a8t BnHQ followed DY another ome at 1o00 prs. The job set for 8 gdn Inf Bde is %0 7%
MRoB290k4 (g-'gil; 'do - Ir,}he REEIDERLAND peninsuls, across the river BENMS from EMDENs ﬁ_,
1750 |Merohing troo out for assembly areé at BRUAL MR 6870L{ (Sheet 2809)
1830 |Arrived abt assembly ereé and immedietely moved off to DIELE MR {18030 (sheet 2809), DOW #
neld by the M.S F a into their first phases fhey met with no
opposition and i i MR (21042 (Sheet 2809)« B Co¥ moved through
them end oceupi i OR MR [2LOuB without oppositione
2345 |C Coy then went through to 719058 also r_nee.t.a.ng no opposition. A Coy fnmedia=
tely passed ghrough to tBe i t MR 719002 r_alao wit‘nout opposition. However both
coys were shelled afteT they obtained their objectives. There was no casualties.
Mep L 1 EMDEN 1/100,000
jep WIEUNE SCHANS 2809, 1/25,000

2b 2 2, At 02 hrs C Co movad into EOLTHUSEN» again with no opposition until shey hed consoll
adadie i | T datgd.?o Then thege was shelling end sniping. One men of C cc_)(yiT:ag :;]{]ﬁed; i casi
3 | oy now assed through A end and took out the X~-rds b out Oppos .
g?gg ?3 gog ngw gassed through the © lated the final phas8. This being the
seouring of the X=rds at 7340eg. They met some snipers, wWho wers quickly eliminatads
gne man Lrom D Goy wes killed. They wers in position DY 0900« During the dey a lliin:
number of French, Russian and polish P.is's were released by uses They had been working
on the farms in ihe neighborhood. Some had been in ceptivity sinece 1939. All were

vyery happys

1lgg [mon Gp ab BRHEGQe § .
21g0 |pne Bo moved inte & concentration area between WERNER (Log (Shest 2010) end EUNDE 6810
(9neet 2809) :
2300 |*O" GP and plans are made ror following days
g gdn Inf Bde SITREP
yep WEENER 2810, 1/25,000

MR (12093 2§ ApT|0500 Reveille. Cloudy and coole
0600 |BY Qb0 the En was ready UO WO
030 e jor pickup, C COY» was injure
The extent of nis injuries &re, a
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moved off but A Coy returned. GC Coy went on to
snipers who caused & little trouble but no casua
"gr Gp at BnHQ.

C Coy move on towards DITZUMER VERLAAT.

M&p DITZUMER VERLAAT, 2709, 1/25,000

2{4 Apr|0/30

(Cont'd)
2200
2359

MR712095

Against very little opposition,
and B Coy went through to Rd June 088183,
A and D Coys now went through to
fairly heavy shelling. A Coy had thres wounde
One of those killed was Sjt Jones
during the morning., They had two men wounded.
out, The third one that
k patrol from A Coy returned to report that the
then moved off to cross the streem, ;

A Coy was umepposed and establishe
Q" Gp at BnHQ.

MR712093 2§ Apr
0700

Reveille. Cloudy and £ool,
buring the morning the ville
D and B Coy passed through A Coy.
some snipers who caused & short delay.

D Coy, going to DITZUM 6924 (Sheet 2009)
céme under very heavy shell fire.
mowed up behind them and stopped at MR 685213,
[UWo coys went to ground to wait for darkness.
0" Gp at BnHQ,

MED EMDEN 2009, 1/25,000

MRO911BY 24

However

MRoZ1184 27 The
pbjectives by 0500 hrs.
£ Coy on looking over their arsa round four
fin feirly good shepe, exeept for two 10.5's.

.
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DITZUMER VERLAAT bBbl8l,
dy D hed four ki
Who was &@cting as QSM.

they took over was lucky.

d & bridgehead,

ge was shelled by heavy calibre guns.
B Coy to go to POGUM

» had reached MR 687209.
This slowed tlem up,

advance continued and there was no opposltion.
Over 200 P.W.'s surendered in DITZUM end ) -
10.5 Cm guns and four 12,8 em gun

private study only / Cette copie doit étre util
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75214L

(Sheet 2709). They met a few
lties,

8 PuW.'s were taken,

jective, Rd Junec e69LLE3 (Sheet 2709)

They met some snipers and
lled and three wounded.
C Coy was also heavily shelled
had two different HQ's burnt

The coy

Also they
bridgs at o8ol8Y4 was blown.

The HQ being at 6B5188,

No casualties.
0825 (Sheet 2b09). They met

they were soon eliminated.

Here both D ane B

but they kept on going. € Coy

The other

They were to help If needed.

Both B and D Coys were on

isée uniquement 4 des fins




" War ;.;:;lea. lwhiul‘: wﬂ; be [:e;;-t _frmn ﬁr‘;t‘ b WAR DIARY
R0 conthiued i PR s Yo OR &
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY R Sl i

Title pages will be prepared. Page Thirteen
(Erase heading not required)

Summary of Events and Information

Place Date | Hour ’

MR691184 ¥ Apxy 150q Orders came for the Bn to move back to a rest area. The offensive in the RHETDERLAND
Peninsula had been successfully completed, Our losses have been extremely light and we
have taken a large number of P.W.'s,
2359 By this time the whole Bn was in the area around BnHQ at 096115 (Sheet 2809).
aerial Photos of RHEIDERLANVD Peninsula,
3 €dn Inf piv "I" Suumery

O7og Heveille. Cloudy and cool,
The day was spent very quietly. There was bath barades during the morning.

1830 ENsSA show _in 4 Coy lines. They have a very large barn, well sulted &s a theatre, It
is almost big enough to seat the whole En. :
2100 Party eand film at the Offrs Mess,.

MRG90115

MREY6115 & 0700 Reveille. Rain and cool,
1000 The Kof@ put on & show, Phil Baker in "Take It Or Leave It", “here was elso voluntary

church parades for the coys After dinner there wes bath parades,
1500 Another show put on by K of C "Donsld O'Connor in"Patrick the Great®. Thers was a
second showlng of the seme film at 1830. After which it was shown at the Uffrs Mess.

MR696115 : 0630| Revellle, Hein and cool. :
The coys did some training and were given lectures during the worning. The weather

clearec for a while, then rained harder then ever.

1330, The rain was still heavy, so the barns in the nelghborhood were pressed into service
as lecture rooms for the cOys.
1900/ Film by K of ¢ in & Coy area. Peter Lorre in "The Mask of Demetrios .n
210Q| Also shown in Offrs lMess. Word was received of probable move LOMOTTOW.

5 Cdn Inf Div nIn Summary
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FIPTwebg,

1e% BN THE QUEEN'S OWN RIFLES
OF CANADA

OPERATION ®PLUNDER
(pPhase 1)

operation "Flunder® was to be the finmsl nheave.” Its
purpose was to leap the RNINE and fen out to destroy all
orgenized resistence in what remained of QUAMANT.

In the initisl stages, unite perticipating under command
~~‘I:l‘n Army Group for this opertsion, wers the 2nd British Army
end the 9th US Army. 1lst Cdn Army did not operate es an
entity until the bridgehead was seoure, but Seven, EBlght and
wine Cdn Inf Bdes were under commsnd 30 Eritish Corps for
support on the left flenk. 9th US Army were returnsd under
12th Army Group after the operation had progressed for a

week,

25 March 45

On the night of the 2Zh-25 uarch the operation commenced.
In the dsrkmess behind one of the greatest barrsges of his-
tory Commandos end Soottlsh troops sessulted the RUINE on &
broad rront inelusive axﬁ and §EsEL (BOCHOLT end FSSER
sheets: Qentral Europs 1/100,000.) Bombers dropped tons of
Hg in direct support of the ground foroes, Paratroop end
Alrborne lendings were mede Seb miles inland %o seours
bridges on the IJS5EL river. when morning dewned ell firss
objeotives hed been reached and progress was stesdy. It wes
not long before tae maln body of troops had linked up with
the Alrborne.

9th Cdn Inr Bde with the North Shore Reglment under
commend, orossed the REINE late the Cirst day, 7th Cdn Inf
Bde begen crosesing late on the 2 March. 8 Cdn Inf Bde less
the N.5.R. orossed on the 28 March, ;

28 lareh 45

At 0200 hrs in the morning this Bn mounted TCV's and
begén its move Forwerd from the rest erse in the REICHIWALD
forest, It wes just turning deylight when the convoy erossed
she bri over the RHINE et Anigs (REES sheet: Oermany
1/25,000) and by 0700 Ars the En wes digging in mear SPELDROP
in the Divisionsl Assembly Area northwest of RERS.

In the early afternoon they moved on, by rfoot this tinme,
to & Bde Asay Arem meer DOSNICKE (0M58: miMERIcH; Germeny
l{ab.ooa.) Here the night wee spent and there was sous
slight shelling. g

29 Waron U5

In the afterncon of the next dey the Bn begen wmoving up
to the eastern outskirts of W nIcH. Charlie end Able Coys
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who moved first toock up position in en area held by Tuo Bde

approx 987606.) Baker and who moved in the sarly |
took up posivion forward of the other two Coys |

{ 990608.) Here thers was considerable shelling |
the night and somes cssualties were suffered. |

30 Meroh U5

wish the exception of Dog Coy the BEn remained in these
positicns the following day. [sh Bde had not yst sucoseded
in eompletely elearing the town,

A% noon Dog Coy moved up 600 yds to & suilding area
ogoupled by RWR (95beol2.) In the move the signal carrier
was blown up ty tellermine and two casualties wers suffered.
Three of the enemy were found hlding in & cellar and were
taken prisoner. There was some sniper rire in the area bus
its effeot wes negligibdle.

31 march 45 ‘

By this time EmMMERICH hed been completely cleared of |
the eneay and the shree EBdes were returned under gommand 3rd ]
Cdn Div. In the early hours of the next morning, Sth end
9th Cdn Inr Bdes prepared To atteck out of the positions |
held by she Juh Sde west and north beyond EMMERICH. Oth Bde
on the left was attacking with R. de C. lers, Q.0.R. right
end N.8.R. Teserve, |

Through the shattersd Somb thet once was & town, the Bn ‘
moved up in darkness that wes crowded with hushed voloes and
sourfling boots, Charlle Coy in the lead. ‘

At approx 0200 hrs, cherlie Coy wes committed, shrusting

Torwerd west of the town to form & Tirm bese in & group of

buildings eround 95062l. There was no opposicion. Then Able
Coy passed through to consolldete beyond around two groups of
bulldings st 955024 and 955025. Dog Coy then took the lead
moving morthwest through Able Coy to a roed jJunotion and
bullding area around 750030. At 0bog hrs Beker Coy wes come
mitted finelly %o push beyond Dog Coy into INGENHOF (9ueb28, )
Thus fer no opposition ned Deen encountered end no cesusltles
hed been surfered.

Shortly after noon, gharlie end Dog Coys moved on egain,
Charlie on the left avtecking & group of ferm buildings end a
rosd junction in the woods beyond it (9L2e32), Dog Coy om the
right ettecking HASSENT (9US63b.) Dog Coy met mo opposision
but Cherlie Coy encountersd the enemy holding the buildings
in en estimated strength of one plstoon. With the supporting
tenks the resistance was rapldly overcome in a short time,
ihe mejor pert of uhe derenders rled into the woods %o be
later captured by aAble Coy eand she K. de C. No ocasualties
were surfered.

Beoeuse of the lack of serious opposition, it had beea
decided tnat the Bde should push on thet afterncon to take
Out the HGCH SLTON feature (920k, 9265, 936U, 9305.) Am &
result our attsck continued Non=s%op.
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hrs ible Coy passed through Cherlie coy,
¢learing morthwest through the woods. Ko opposition was e
encountered bus at the Tar end of the woods fourteen of
enemy oame out of hiding o surrender. Hers the eoy stopped

and consolidated.

After s brief "0® Group, the in moved on agein, Able
Coy eontinuing as lead Coy. At epprox 1500 hrs they moved
out of the woods to attack, coross open flelds, VORTHUIZEN
{942047) et the base of she HOCH FLTON Ffeature. No enemy
was encountered but =s the Coy consolidated the position wes
raked with Tipe from KG's end heavy morter and artillery
eoncentrations. CUasualties were inflloted.

By 1600 ars the situation was satisfectory emough for
Baker oy %o pesy wicough. They attecked Crom VORTHUTZEN
aoross the streem aad up the slope wo high end bulle
dings just beyond the road SubelE to SuZeu]. In VORTHUTZEN
neavy shelling hed slowed down thelr movements end several
casuslties hed been suffered. Sniper fire from their right
flenk wes engaged oy tae supporting tanks but no real op=-
position was eaguuntersd., 7helr objectives were consolirv
dated under sporadile Mg fire. No shells fell in this area.

At approx 1700 hrs Dog Coy bogan to move forwerd %o
pass through Beker Coy. In VORTHUIZEN shey too were caught
in the intemse bomberdment and were pinned on the road. They
were able however %o seramble Torwerd im perts to proceed
beyond Daker Coy some 200 yerds, OJeveral ossusltles were
suffered from she shelllire.

In the derkness ghe N.S.[l. begen %o move forwerd on our

left, tueir righe hend Coys passing through Able Coy in
About midnight Charlie Qoy passed through moving

VORTHUIZEN.
silently in the derkness snd encountering no opposition, %o
consolidete in and eround RITBROOE (935652.)

1 april 45

In the morning Able and Baker Coye moved forward north-

west on the HOCH ELTON feature to take up positions over-
looking the mein road running nmorth %o NOXTINGHEM. Dog COYy
moved up near Charlle Coy in RITPAOOK. The enemy had with-

drewn end she area weas gqulet.

Thus FPhese 1 of Qperetion *"Plunder® game T0 & success-
ful eonelusion.
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1st BN THY QUEEN'S OWN RIFLES
QF CANADA

:ATION "PLUNDER®
(Phase 2)

The RAINT hed been leaped, TFest armoured columns ware
preding deep into the Deart of GERMANY. Disester faced the
germsn Army in the west. On the lert flenk of this onrushing
tide the lat vdn Army Dad presghed the pivot defences of
EMsEx1CcH and HOCH RLTEN and the rosd to thelr part of the
gperation--the liberation of northern HOLL }p-==wos elmost
glecr. The days of flags and glory were at hand.

1 april 45

Upon the cepturs of the HOCH LLTEN fesiure, Hecaos units
hed deched swiftly rorward into HoLLAMD. KB the afternoon of
1 April they were reported 15-20 miles north without having
eontected the esaemy.

Third c¢dn Divisien was ordered to "advance %o eontact.”
o8 were o lesd, Seven left through BEEK=-=
. KEFFrL; Nine right through s'HEERENBERO==LEDDAR==
gight Bde in reserve following seven with the purpose
;jest through Seven 8t LAAQ KEPFEL in the directlon
jroBoRG and finally orossing the IJESEL river at DOLSHURG,
(shest BOGHOLT: CENTRAL BUROFE: 1/100,000).

2 april L5

Fifteen minutes after aldnlght the Bn moved off ln convoy
from ELTIN. Heading the convey s 8 sguadron of tanks from
the sherbrooks Fuslliers. But © sdvence too qulakly vogged
down to foot-slogging seven Bde moving in front of us hed
set opposition beyond KILDERe yhile they deployed %o wipe out
thls reslstance, our convoy helged before KILDER and consoll=
dated around ferm bulldings te spend the remsinder of the
nighte

seven Bde cleared north as far as FiiLe The plen had
peen ohanged and now Elght Bae wea to ss through Seven Bde
nare, attackine north towerd LAGG EEFFELe

At 1030 hrs the En moved off by foot to WEHL. The Coy
routes were left of the sain roed, snd just south of WEHL the
leadlng Coys were held up Dy mor ter end 5,P. harassing fire
from the woods further left. Tanks wers dispersed to remove
the opposition, *The Bn asssn led in wEHL shortly after nooR.

At approx 1300 hrs the sttack beyond Wil begen uith
supporting tanks--R. de G, left, QeOoHe right, NeS«ds reserve.
gharlie Coy led the En north up the main road while Baker led
f.rwerd on the right of the roued.

Charlie Coy while in WEHL had encountered soms shelling
from 6N S.Pe gune Afver or«ssing thelr S.L. shelr tenks
almost lmmedictely found gerious trouble with this S.Ps IS
wos Tinally out-menoeuvred end destroyed, end the ndvence

# : ;
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continued, The Coy had no trouble resghing its objective,
form bulldlags about 1,000 yds norsh of yiHL. The epposition
sas regged and after & brilefl skirmish ebout 20 prisoners wers
rounded up. While they consolidated the area begsn to be
lsosed with sniper and mortar fire. Ais Able Qoy pessed through
them st epprox lu0g hrs, Charlle Coy was still elearing the
ares of snipers., Their casualty count wes 12.

peker Coy advaneing om the right had encountared only
token resistence from & few snlpers. They suffered no gasual=
then. +

Dog Coy, rassing shrough Baker at approx 1uoo hrs, were
sttecking farm bduildings in and beyond MR 92765 Just south of
LAAG KE L« Here agaln there was only slignt reslistence.

The enemy as @ genersl rule would not fight at close guerters
put rather sniped until our Sroops were close, then surrendered.
Iwenty-five prisoners were taken here with the loss of four of
pog Coy. Shelling was slizht,

Able Coy at the same time had plested their wey beyond
LOKIK (950772) agalnst the seme sort of resistence. The tenks
nad pressed forward ahead of the infentry blasting as they went
and the movement of the Coy was fast. An enemy morter position
gas overrun intaot, and the obj ective was reached with no
gasunltles.

in these areas the Bn colsolideted while the N.S.H. possed
peyond to secure the line of the QUDE I1J 1 river on the right
of us, &and to she southeast of LAAG EEFPFELs

In the mesntime 2 Cdn Division nad alresdy orossed the
ount TJssSEL im the vicinity of DOETINGHE to the emst, puring
the night it was thelr slan to swing west and take out LAAG

from the right rlank.

3 April 45

To asslst tule menceuvre Beker gcoy ot Ol30 hrs in the
mornins sttecked through Able oy lmto the southern outskirts
of | KLPPEL Up to the QUDE IJSSEL where they found the
bridze blown. There was no opposition end nere the Coy re=
sained until 0630 hrs when they were relieved by the B. de C.
and moved lnto reserve.

The gre=eter pert of ¢ KirPFlL beyond the river had been
teken in the nignt by the Bleck Feteh of 2 ¢dn plvision. &
sudden chenge of plen brought Dog Coy W@ to teke over the
1. de@ C. position on the river &t 0900 hrs while the R. de C.
on vehicles raced around to the porTINgH:M bridgehead, crossed
the river, and raced yestwerd sgoin through LAAG Ki P end
onward to take out the woods eround HUMMELO and HOOG FEL TO
the northwest.

In the sarly sfterncon the Coys moved eeross the river
into the town by asseault bosta and took up position in the
western outskirts. Hatlons were ferried across and horass

nd certs wers pressed into service o distribute shem. BEY
approx 2300 ars the Bailey bridge had been completed by the
ineineers end the Coy vehicles end Tao Buig joined the rest
of the Bn ia the sown, The erea wes completely gulet.
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3=
4 April k5

In she mornlng the Bn reated mhile plens wore 1isoussed
for the capture of DORSBURGe

Seven Bde wes now opersting to our south moving east
toward the QUDE [J5SEL beyond AEVENAAR. Nine Bde continued to
move morth, proceeding on the left flenk of the 2 Cdn Division
in the direction of ZUTPHEN and She TWINTIE CANALs

BEight Bde began moving in the early afterncon. R. de C.
;as on the left to the area of pREMPT (Y25801: sheet STHEEN-
DERTHT EASTER LAND: 1/25,000), N.S.i. on the right to the
aree T 5 end beyond, emd Q.0.R. in the gentre in the
ares between them,

Charlie end Dog Coys led the Zn marchlng northwest at
1300 hrs to move into RUDENBURG (92LBLO) and HomFKwn (951833)
respectively. At 1330 hrs Able end Peker coys moved off,
finelly passing thrcugh the other goys at epprox 1530 Aars %o
take up position beyond--Able around LEKHORN (921853: sheet

JOUSBURG: EASTERN 1/25,000), and Baker south of them
on the river at ZWART JAAR (920833).

There was no oppesislon to the move, However Charlle
oy in ROTENEURG began to be mortared shortly after resohing
the position. Able goy passing through them suffered four
easuslties in the erea, and in their move %o ERKHORN were
spasmodlieslly harassed by S.F. fire from across the river ond
morter Tire Trom RHA (899853). During the evening and night
the Coy ereas wers mortered lnteraittently amd some long range
sniping harsssed Able end Baker Coys.

5 April ub

At 0300 aArs in the morning Dog Coy began a night move
from their position arocund HOUFKEN to EMMER (925860)« There
was no opposition aad by 0500 hrs the positlon was consolideted.

It wes now known that She enemy was holding DOEIEURD and
that bulge in the river above Dou FURG which included RHA iIn
some strength, That ne would Fight with great temnsclty we
eould expect.

rnoon of the 5 April a three Coy atteck on the
Baker Coy wes to ottack from thelr position in
JWARTE SCHAAR along the line of the river northwest sad then
south into PIFTLURE (907383). Able Coy was %o attack west
from EEEHORN into RHA. Dog Coy was to attack southwest from
their position in 1 into buildinges and orchard at HUIS=
ARD (914857) sbove RHi. Oherlle Coy was to take over Baker
Coys position and remsin ¢s the reserve coy.
The atteck commenced at lbQp hrs., Uog Coy on the righs,
seking edvantage of the cover provided by the exteasive :

trenoh system that criss-crossed the arsa, was on 1ts obJec=
tive by 1700 Ars. But for the mud and water that half=rilled

ghe trenohss shere was no eopposition.
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Able and Baker Coys Dowsver yere engountering alrrieul=
siea, By L7530 ars Baker Coy Red simost reschad 1tvs abjeotive
10 end 11, were pinned down by
[ e re. The sltuation rapidly became
nopeless. essary support the goy oould met
sake fursher sdvanee. oon was sent fo!
to cover the withdrewal of the other two platoons snd &% 1900
hrs the Coy began %0 retire to thelr fomer positlon. Seve
gasuslties had been sufrered.

Able Coy was o state of affalra. Adven=
ging in the mud sn § platoon nad soken

M. Ge BB

s was adegua

the treno the outskirts of RIA wa with no
great dlrrioulty. platoon teok the lend, out of
the trench systea to u group of pulldings at the fork of the
roesd in front of the tom, The snamy allowed them lato whe
ares ‘end then began pounding from Shree sides of the positien
wlth every weapon &t his command. In the confusion the ple=
toon was unable %0 give eny supports to 7 platoon who now hed
pypesssed this sres on the right snd were attacking pulldings
peyond them in RHA itsell.

y this time night was approsching put light Crom the
purning buildings set sfire by our & pdra end AFvy suppors
jert the area prilllient. Two seotions of T platoon naneged
to gein the rirst puilding of the objective meoting Turious
resistance, Then the enemy ocounter-attacked. A nightmere
pattle took shape. pazookas were used at point plenk renges
pozens of the snemy emerged from slits end dugouts on

sides, The rirst attaak was driven of f only So be sucoeocded
py @nothers. ‘the reserve seotion battled ite way into twhe
puilding through ong of the counter-attacks. gasuslties were
mounting but the puilding was held, By this time the situa=
tion here too was hopeless snd the Coy was orderad to with=
draw, IR dwindling light from the fires they retired into the
darkness taking £ive wounded with them, and jeaving rive doed
end six missing from 7 platoome They took wp position agsin
in ggxHoRy with the aid of one plstoon from charile QoY

b April S

At 0600 hrs in the morning charlie Goy sook over 1ln emn=
tirety from the gattered Able OOF and Able moved pack into
reserve %o re-orgenize and re=-oquip.

In the aftermoon the Bn was oontent to sit back and
plast the strong points in rromt of it with wWOrtar, enti-tonk,
sharmen end H.Ge Tfire, Bbeker Goy wes shelled end recelv
gasuslties, In the evening the Da was warned of en

move.s

7 April 4

A% 113 hrs on the following morning the advence persy
of the Royel Odn Dragoons, 1 gdn Divislon, errived to begin
the wuke over.® The 1a% gdn Corps wes now being committed
for the firat time on the Jestera rront.
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By 1430 hrs the "take over" was complete and the Bn begen
moving off by TaV. After a rast Journey north, the Bn dsbusesd
in & reserve area sast of ZUTPHIY end bedded down for the
night,

8 April ‘42

In the sariy elfternoon of the next dey the Bn with the
e¥zeptlion of Dog Coy moved into ZUTPHEN relieving the 5,D.0.
Highrs, 9 Bde. Dog Joy moved into en srea Just west of
BROJ RGN (94I9RY) south of ZUTFizw. The Bn role wes defen-
sive and dlseiplinary, In she evening Dog Coys eres wes
shelled but no cusualties wers sustaineqd,

9 April 115

For the newly liberated People of guTeiny this was en
historie dey. Into this town of waeving flegs end cheering
Paopie csme Frince Bernerd, Crom Prince of the Netherlends,
The enthusiestio welcome the libers ting troops had received
wes lufinitismal in comperisen te the stirring ovation thag
grested the prince.

But for the Bn the festivities were short. At 1300 hrs
in the efterncon we began moving cut of ZuTPH il to embus on
fCV's and rece further north.

ihlle we hed been loft behind to battle at the gates of
JOEEHURG, 9 bBde had bresched the fAelfences of she TymiTHE CANAL
and stormed forward, Then 7 Bde hed passed through them end
by uow hed encireled pryayy ‘Rp ®lzht miles to the north,

It was to the outskirts of DEVENTEHR that we now moved to
take over positions of the RyR inclusive and south of the maein
road just east of the enemy held sNi-PELING (945072: sheet
BATHMEN: BASTEAN HOLLAMD: 1/25,0004)

in the evening shelling haressed the Coy arees and several
cosuelties were inflicted. The night pasged in comparative
gulet,

10 April 45

To attack DEVANTER froa the eost, the approaches to the
canal surrounding the outskirts of the town nad to be teken,
o @ecomplish this, at QlQo hrs in the morning Able Coy moved
into position to agtuck SUIFPLLING slong she line of the main
road,

Wiolle 9 platoon followed by Cig and 7 platoon attasked
up the main road, 8 platoon moved fwd on the left. After a
brief battle sgainst Tairly beavy opposition, 9 plateon geined
its objective ang Ciy end the reserve pletoon moved up inte
SKI L1NG %o consolidate. Then the news errived by runner
vhst 8 pletoon was not sn its objeetive and nesded help.
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In the Balf light of dewn the platoon hed met a violent
eounter-attack, They had be ed and out up. In the
resulting econfusion the rlatoon Gommander (& Sergeant) =nd 1b
men had been captured. A% 1000 hrs however s platoon from
Cherlie goy arrived on the soene to aid the remnants of 3
Platoon and secure the Isf: flank of the Qoy position. Total
oasunities in the Coy numbersd two deed, two wounded end
seventeen missing.

Under #88+ and mortar fire from DEVENTER the Bn remeined
in these positions for the remainder of the day., In the i
evenlng plens were organized for the attmek on pEvenTEn ltsel
and Cherlie end Baker Coys made preparations for the erossing
of the cansl and the sstablishing of a bridgshead for the T
Bde.

11 april 45

A% 0005 hrs in the night the attack commenced. Chsrlie
coy, desiing escross the marrow foot bridge (945070) Just south
of the destroyed bridge on the main road, had all reached the
opposite side of the canal before the enemy reslized whet was
happening. HNo barrage had preceded them end surprise was
somplete. By 0l00 hrs against only ilght resistence the goy
had attained all its objeetives and 25 p,¥, were tuken, At
0300 hrs the R.R.R. begen to pess through them,

At 0bOQ hrs Beker Coy crossed the canal by assault boat
to proceed &long the mein roed to contact the R.W.R. At
STADSEELT (9350Th) the conteet was made and the Coy returmd,
bringing with shem eignt P,¥, they nad collscted along the
waYye

In DEVINTER enly slight resistence had hlandered the pro-
gress of 7 Bde. By late morning the towm was reported clear
and this Ban mede preparation to move inte 1% by ToV. Tha
convey moved off at 1300 ars to enter the town Trom she nersh=
eaugt, The streects were jammed with cheering crowds,

By 1700 hrs the Bn wes settled in its aress @nd looking
forwerd to & brief respite from gattle., Thus csme to & coh=
c¢lusion Fhase 2 of operation "Flunder."”
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lst Bn THE QUEEN'S oWl RIFLES
OF CANTADA
OPERATION "PLUNDER"
(Phase 3)

13 April 45

With the RUHR encircled, the British fighting towards
CREMEN &nd HAMBURG, end Americean troops elready on the ELEE
river before BERLIN, lst Cdn Army continued its liberation
of HOLLAID, pushing into the provinee of UTREQET on the ler't
and into FRIESLAND and GRONINGEN on the right.

2nd Cdn Corps purpose for the finasl stages of the batils
now beccme clearer. While 1lst Cdn Corps on the left battled
boward AMSTERDAM and ROTTERDAM, 2nd Cdn Gorps was to fight
through to the North Sea comat east of the ZUIDER ZERE, and
then switel right into the coastal arsa of GERMANTY «

To Tulfil this purpose 3 Cdn Division's objsctives for
the third phase of operation "plunder® wesre the esastern
shares of the ZUIDER ZEE, LEEUWARDEN,-and the NoRTH SEA
eoast north and northeast of LEEUWARDEN.

AT'ter one day of rest and “cleening up” in DEVENTER;
at 1030 brs in the morning of 13 April this.Bn mowsd off in
convoy to begin the race northwards.

Northwest the convoy moved, crawling along a highway
elready jammed with convoys; past RAALTE (op8223: sheet
ALIELO: eentral Europe: 1/100,000) and turning off at HEIND
(9782(7) to bed down in a non-taectiecal position Just northe
east’ of the town.

14 spril 45

Shortly after noon the next day the convoy mowed on
again., The R. de C. had encountersd no opposition in ZWoLLE
(890360) and instead of helting northeast of ZWOLLE as
Plenned, our convoy continued on. ‘“hrough village efter
villege of cheering Dutch people it rolled, through MEFPEL
(955570} and on, Iinally coming to a halt for the night in
the village of NIJEVEEN (943627: sheet GRONTIGEN: Central
Europe: 17100,000) balfway between MEPPEL and STEENWITK
(910670) . :

15 April 45

In the early afternoon of the following dey the race
began agein, through STEENWIJK, to halt et 1730 hrs in
VER] (780865)¢ sheet DEN HELDER: Central Europe: 1/100,000)»
Here the Bn dispersed into goy areas Tor the night, on 2 hrs
notice to more,

The enemy was known to be ahead of us definitely holding
t0e LERUWARDEN area. It Was to the ZUIDER ZEE flenk of this
area thet this En was to proceed as scon as bridges could bs
brovided to allow our move,
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-2 .
16 april 45

At 0700 hrs in the morning the Bn mowved off on tanks
and cerriers througa SNEEK (6109%50: sheet LEEUWARDEN: Central
Burope: 1/100,000) and BOLSWARD (515285) to hmlg abruptly at
8pprox 1200 hrs in the area of LR 4olOle, northeast of WONS
{442012).

The Carrier Platoon had led the advance well in front of
Tde convoy. On the mein road near HaJUM (L4U7021) they had
encountered a roed block. when they stopped, M8 and Lik fire
raked them from the roed block and from the direction of
WONS, knoecking out two carriers and inflicting several
casualties.

It wes &t this time that the main body of the Bn erriveg
with Baker Coy in the lead. Baker oy went into ection ala
most mmeaiately, its purpose to take out WoNs end the roag
block. Af'ter a Brief battle against only SA fire and one g
the Coy by 1530 hrs held ell its objJectives. 8ix of the enemy
were taken prisoner. The LAA gun erew was killed in the
Tight and the gun captured,

Able Coy now moved up To the road block in preparation
for an atteck through to the causeway (427012). Dog Coy
Prepared to avtack northwest to ZURTG (4300u5)

As the plens were being discussed infommation was received
from the NBS (the Dutch fresdom movement) that PricIun (Loooys)
Was occupied by the enemy and that a bridge near WITLARSUM
(480931) on the road between WITMARSUM and PIGIUM Was being
held by the NBS to deny the enemy zcoess to WITMARSUM. Dog
Coy switchesd plans ang Hrepared iumediately to move inte
WL DLARSHT By 1700 hrs the Coy was in position in the town
and eovering the bridge. There had been no enemy encountered,

In the meantime Able Coy was pressing rorwerd down the
main mad to the céuseway. feaching the bridge at La3eay
egains® only slight suiping action by the enemy, { and 9
Pblatoons began to pass Thrcush 8 platoon to proceed further
an. The S4 fire becames more intense end Mg fire begean to
Deresa the advence. The tanks, which had been Supporting the
advance by Tire, were now brought forward to give closer
! Fire from both a 75 mm and a 37 mm A4/Tk gun forced

Withdraw again, The two DPlatoons were by this %

To advanece further under the Wwelght of the enemy
fire and, supported by the fire from the tanks, withdirew-back
of the bridge. A Wasp was Orought forward to assist the
attack but agein the Coy was forced te withdraw, and the goy
declded to eonsolidate astride the bridge.

By this time it wa hearly night fall, @harlis coy
endeavoring to reach KO RD were now pinned on the approaches
by LAA Tire fram the ZUIDER ZEE dyke to their west, Under
cover of da; S & patrol went forward to recconnaitre
KORNSWERD be the Coy pushed on, i

17 April 45
=

4% 0100 hrs a runner returned from the patrol reporting
Lhat the area was clear of the enemy. By 0230 ars Charlie
Coy wes consclidaténg in the town but et ¢330 bhrs because
of the leeck of opposition it was ordered to eonsolidate :
tarther forward on the dyke west and northwest of EKORNWERD-
4ble Coy was ordereg L0 move from their position on the main
To8d %o hold KORNWERD. o
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By dawn the two Coys were firs in their areas.

At epprox 0700 hrs the enemy on the dyke morth of
cherlie Coy opened up with SA end LAA on the Coy area. This
fire continued most of the morning in gradutlly in i
intensity under our Arty, Shermen, =snd morter countsr fire.

At approx 0730 brs Typhoons roared out of the almost
cloudless sky to blest the enemy in & strong point at 92823,
Able Qoy wes in positvion to ebserve this area and called down
mortar fire on numdProus targets where the enemy could now
be sesn moving about.

At approx 1000 hrs Baker Coy moved from thelr position
in woms to push through GOOTUM (H38031) to ZURIGs Bog Coy's
original objeetive. But for severe shellfire during the -
move, no opposition was encountered end the Coy was consoli-

dated by noon.

In the meantime at approx 1930 hrs & group of flwve of
the enmmy on bieycles had blundered into Cherlie Coys area
from the direction of MAREUM (454989.) Both 4ble end charlie
Coys opened up on them when they attempted to turn back,
killing one end wounding the other four.

In the rly efterncon the Sp Coy Wasps, under cover of
mortar smoks snd HE, deshed out from Charlie Coys position
to rece north across the fields and along the line of the
e spewing flame at all probable enemy positions. They
returned witihout casualty.

Lete in the afterncon a group of the enemy in front of
charlie Coy showed a white flag. & smell patrol led by a
Sjt ventured out to bring them in but were met with wither-
ing Mg fire., The Sjt and one other were wounded but were
able to be assigted back.

In the evening 3 of the enemy surrendered to Baker Coy
in ZURIG. <hey gave information to eht effect that approx
100 of the enemy wers in position north of ZURIGs

Dog goy at approx 1330 hrs, efter & dey of vigourous end
suceessful patrol activity against opposition on fhe approaches
to PINGTUL, began & conecentrated attack on the town from the
northesst. By 1900 hrs 17 platoon hed secured a start lins
at the erossroeds et U7oo5Y4 which hed been cleared by a pastrol
earlier in the day. Yhough snipi Tirs was severs and twWo
ceasualties suffered the position was firm. It wes then the
plan for 18 platoon to pass through 17 platoon. In the face of
ingreased SA fire this move became impossible. After a shart
discussion of plans the tanks were sent focward of the Coy to
age all possible targets with thefir Hy guns and pg'ss Then
platoon began to move down the rosd in full view of the
enemy. Well in front of them calling t0 the enemy TO surren=
der walked the PL Comd. By this sheer bravado tae situation
wes seved and the much-impressed enemy begen to come out in
large numbers to be teken prisoner. At the first line of
defences (468051) 37 were taken and five killed, but the
count was soon lost by the time the Coy reached the town it=
self, There was no rursher resistence. The commendant end
two of his aides were killed while ettempting to evade capture.
By 2015 hrs the area was completely clear end the Coy consol-

idated.
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A%t 0200 hrs in the morning & graup of 25 of the enemy
ran igto Baker Coy in ZURIG, Precunably attempting to reesh
the causeway. A fire pattle commenced that lasted approx i
15 minutes when the enemy finelly wishdrew; leaviag %wo
wounded behind them.

At 0300 hrs the Commander of the group Irom which
these 25 men had come mede a formal surrender W0 the Coy.
The prisoners numbered lle, three of them officers.

A little later a patrol of 5 men from Dog COy sncounterad
49 of the enemy northwest of PINGIUM who sucrendersd with no
resistance.

At 1030 hrs Charlie Coy begem the rinal attack, the
attack on the ceuseway itself. The enemy, however, had
retired, and the only opposition was from 88 or [ mms; Iive
kilometers down the ceusewey. On the objective were Tound
5 dead Germems, 3 guadruple 20 mm LAA guns, 5 single 20 mm
LAA guns, one [5 mm A/Tk gum, 3 HNG'sy 3 Hotekiss MG's,; two
50 mm A/Tk guns, three Hispanos, &nd numerous bazookas,
Lilg's and rifles: There were no casualties sustained by
the Coya

In these positions the Bn rested for the remainder af
the dey. In the afternocon the MSR took MAKKUM Egainst only
slight resistance.

With this the enemy had been entirely cleared from the
eastern shore of the ZUIDER ZEE and Phase 3 of gperation
aplunder® came L0 an end.

(H E DALTOIN) iajor
T/comd lst En The g0 Rof €
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