" Instructions regarding preparation of W AR DI ARY :lnfp-‘l-&;

‘War Diautes; (which will be kept from first
Jlay of mobilization, creation or embodi-

OR
‘ uent); are contained in F.S. Regs. Vol. 1. s y P
Original, duplicate and tnplicate to be
| INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY o S, eyt Y

Title pages will be prepared.
( Erase heading not required)
1st Bn The Queen's Own Rifles of Canada (AF

Page One
| Remarks, references
Summary of Events and Information | to Appendices and

Place Date Hour
initials

KERSEL Mar4 5 Reveille - Cloudy and cold
MR 003437 h800 foys still in area KIRSEL.

WALD Forest.
Bn assembles in.area BHQ, KIRSEL for second part. OP "BLOCKBUSTER". British rocket

projectors are still active on our front,

Summary - Catwire fence
Amendment - Location statement

! Cdn Inf Bde in reserve Second Div who are on edge of HQCH

1 800

Reveille - Cloudy and cold.
Bn moves to Assembly Area sq 0040. Ref sheet UDEM and digs in.

Location P.W. Cage 3 Cdn Inf Div

Reveille = Cloudy and cold
"C!" Coy moved towards S.L. area. UDEMERBRUCH in rear "A" Coy. "A" Coy runs into anti

personnel mines and opposition consisting of small arms and mortarse

UDM Coy moves to S.Li. in reserve of "B" Coy with three tanks in support and commences
house clearing. Very heavy enemy mortar and arty fire on leading company's front.
Cleaning of woods BALGERWALD was very slow owing to infiltration tacties. "D" Coy
arrives first objective at approx 1600 hrs and digs in MR 043382. "C" Coy on left flani
could not proceed owing to "D" & "B" Coys meeting opposition, so "C" Coy digs in with
A" Coy for the night.

Appx "A" & Trace "P" for BLOCKBUSTER

Location Statement

Location Statement - 8 Cdn Inf Bde

Location Bde P.W, Collecting Post

Target list

BALGERWALD Ma Reveille - Fair & Cold

Enemy shelling bn posns very heavy with multiple barrelléd mortars and 88 mm guns. Bn
ls to clear remainder of woods,

Companies have first hot meal since beginning of attack. Roads are very poor owing to
incessant rain making it impossible to get rations and supplies up to company areas on
schedule, Quartermasters are resorting to horse and buggy transpomtation, sometimes

even this was not su ssful owing i
2 uccessiul owing to stubborn disposition of horses in this neighberhoc
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(Con'd)

Clearing remainder of woods begins. "A" Coy reaches objective MR 06053825 at 1730 hrs
meeting no opposition. The coy had 8 wounded during the entire operation but took 45
PWs and killed approx 60 enemy during second part of OP "BLOCKBUSTER", "C" Coy arrives
lobjective after encountering enemy MG and Mor fire, "D" Coy arrives objective MR 058380
after successfully using PIATS on enemy MG 42's., "B" Coy arrives MR 059389 after
encountering light enemy small arms fire, There was heavy enemy shelling during night.

/’J? -
S
74

Ninth Cdn Inf Bde moves through our posns and clears area SE of Forest BALBERGER WALD
UM Summary 8 Cdn Inf Bde

Map UDEM 1/25,000 with A rty targets

Map XANTEN 1/25,000 with Arty targets

(L

jliap UDEM 1/25,000 with Bde axls of advance

ieveille - Cloudy with rain ;
BHE at MR 04603850. "A" Coy - 06053825, "B" Coy 05903890, "C" Coy 05783800, "D" Coy -

D5503810. Enemy still shelling area heavily.

Bn moves to SDG posns 1ln front of BALBERGER WALD to area BOGEL KATH, Ref sheet XANTEN
MR 06337

Fap XANTEN 1/25,000 with Bde Axis of advance

'T" Summary 8 Cdn Inf Bde

Reveille - Cloudy and cool.,

New positions are
farm produce is plentiful. BHQ at MR 063378, "A" Coy - 062378, "B" Coy 067372,

'c!' Coy 058375, "D" Coy 055373.
Revellle ~ Failr and mild.

No enemy shelling on area during the night. Coys cleaming weapons and malntenance on
vehicles., Roads are still very bad, and showing no signs of improvement.

Air photographs of BALGERGER WALD Fores/

Control of German civilians
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BOGELKATH : Reveille - Cloudy with raim
Coys doing general clean up, and have arms inspection. 8 Cdn Inf Bde are in reserve at

present time.
Wit Summary 8 Cdn Inf Bde

o M T Reveille - Cloudy and cool

Bath parades at SONSBECK.

Bhow held in barn opposite BHQ "Sensations of r4gn,
Companies having practice shoots with 2" mortars and PIATS.

C.M. INTELLIGENCE Summary

BOGELKATH

5

BOGELKATH 10 Reveille - Cloudy and coole |
Major H.E, Dalton, 2 IC, visits companies to talk on last operation and pralses companiﬂéf‘

on their showing on last operation. ﬁ?
Coy Comd's "O" Gp at BHQ. (73
Bn receives orders to be on one hour's notice for moving. 22&

Bn vehicles form up in convoy in preparation o

in TCV's., ’
Convoy leaves area BOGELKATH and travels north through BALBERGER WALD Forest along railrba%%ﬂ;

tracks, via UDEM, KEPPELN, HALVENBOOM, MATERBORN to REICHS WALD Forest. Convoy arrives
2t destination at 0730 hrs and all coys commence building dug outs. BHQ at MR 635504,

BOGELKATH 11| M Reveille = Fair and cools
f move to REICHS WALD Forest. Coys travel 57CL;
/

REICHSWALD 12| I Reveille - Falr and mild,

FOREST

?\?r_\‘ ‘j ET' - 3 5 i 2

MR 635504 Coys parade and carry on with trg syllabus. Dugouts and huts of many weird and wonderfu
shapes, are making their debut in the bn area.

Show by K of € "Ministry of Fear'" and beer issue of two pints per man.

Study Periods - 8 Cdn Inf Bde
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REICHSWALD 13 Reveille - Fair & Mild
FOREST Coy parades. DMaintenance on vehicles especlally jeeps and carriers, which bore the

MR 625504 brunt in the last operation.
Sheet 4202 Pay parades to exchange Dutch currency into German.

Show by K of C "Ministry of Fear',
Narrative Phase 1 BLOCKBUSTER

REICHSWALD 14 lar45 Reveille - Fair and mild. The bn was awakened by the bugler this morning for the first ?fﬁ%;

FOREST time in a good many months,

MR 635504 Coy parades in preparation for Brigadier J A ROBERTS, D50, visit this afternoon.

Sheet 4202 Bn is inspected by Brig J.A. ROBERTS, DSO, Comd 8 Cdn Inf Bde. He talked to the ?%%i
i

ma jority of the men during the inspection which lasted two hrs and commented on the
last operation. .
Cinema by K of C "Ministry of Fear! ;;%:

Notice to Civilian population ppx 25

Coys on route marches and bath parades.,
Show by K of C "Dark Waters', A

TN Summary 3 Cdn Inf Div ;%EZ?

Jlar 4% Reveille - Fair & Mild. =
Coys parade and carry on with trg syllabus as laid down. 2%%%;
i
26

REICHSWALD 16 | | Reveille - Fair & Mild.
FOREST SHEET 4202 Coy Parades. Inspection of weapons by RCOC.
504 Coys on route marches, "D" Coy - practice "Coy in the attack!" in their area with tank

MR 6355

support.
Show by K of C "Dark Waters'" held in the open.
Map CLEVE 1/25,000

Reveille - Fair and mild,
Coy parades, Coys firing 2" Mortars at range and commence construction of rifle rangess

Show by K of C "Dark Waters'l,
Lessons learned "BLOCKBUSTER"
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REICHSWALD 1¢ Mar Reveille - Cloudy and mild
FOREST SHEET 4202 Protestant Church parade held in BHQ area.

MR 635504 RC Church Parade.
Coys send 1imited number of menk in trucks to spend day in NIJMEGEN.

Show by K of C. Canteen selling chocolate bars etc.
Message from C in C

REICHSWALD 19 M | Reveille- Cloudy and mild.

FOREST SHEET 42C Coy parades. Bn jeeps looking spick and span in theilr new coats of paint., Coys issued
MR 635504 with sniper jackets which beside being good camouflage are quite serviceable and waters
proof.,

Show by K of C - "Dark Waters'.

Reveille - Fair & Mild
Coy parades. Route marches, bath para des. CSM Martin, CC, of "A" Coy awarded EKN DCM.

Coys practicing attacks with co-operation of tanks. Briefing room established in
BHQ area, for future operations.
Show by K of C "My Pal Wolf'",

Reveille - Fair and Mild
Coy parades. Painting of bn vehicles completed to-day.
Show by K of € "My Pal Wolf"

REICHSWALD 22 Mar Reveille - Fair & Mild
FOREST SHEET 420. ~ov schemes "Co-operation of tanks and infantry".
VB 635504 s for coming operation.

1ist "PLUNDER"

Maps & air photographs 1ssued to

REITCHSWALD 3
FOREST SHEET 4
TET =™~ 1
(il g 63 5_’}04

3
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IER Bn on 12 hrs notice to move.
recelved that 41 Highland Div have crosseg Rhine River at REES AND MRT ONLY

REICHSWALD 24 M Reveille - Fair & Mild
Coy Comds begin briefing plans for role in coming operatidnm. j;%;:

J,.:..'J_ .

moderate opposition.
Bn vehicles receive serial numbers for purpose crossing Rhine River gs number of vehiclés{j;EZE
a

Word is
G
i
to be taken on operation is limited, Coys commence packing.,

Reveille - Fair & Mila

CHSWALD 2 5
L2 Bn still on 24 hr notice to move, Coys packed up in preparation, so carry on with trg.

-

Show by K of C. "My Pal Wolf"

Reveille - Fair and mild,
Bn on 24 hr notice to move. Coys firing brens & rifles at rang

Sshow by K of ¢,

S,

Reveil - Fair and mild,
Bn on six hrs notice to
Recce se; to REES ares,

€s orders to move, Rifle Coys to travel in TCVs.

TH e

move, A" Ech to accompany bn on move to REES area,

By “1CHSWALD FOREST? SHEET 4202, 1/25,000,
Convoy leaves area, and proceeds v CALCAR to REES, crosses RHINE River over LALBETH
BRIDGE, then moves NW from REES to field at MR 055537 SHEET REES 1/25,000,
Coys dig in and breakfast is served, Weather is fair & mild, The surrounding area has
been very heavily bombed by Allied airecraft, as there isn't many buildings left intact,
Bn leaves present arez and proceeds to area DORNICK sq 0158 SHERT 4102.
Bn convoy arrives M"aM Coy MR 0075886, "B Coy 017587, '"C" Coy 012583, "D" Coy 014583,
BHQ, 013584, Supper is served and bn digs in for the night,

Convoy forms up in bn are 51
i

i |
-l
~
=
£
L

SHEET 4203 CALCAR 1/25,000
Marshalling areas, 1/50,000
SHEET 4204 REES 1/25,000
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TION "PLUNDER™"

OPERA
i This ares

notice to move,

EVMMERICH area,
Oys move along dyke
hrs, Defence posns
shelled by our own 2
sheet 4102,

Report lines "PLUNDER" SHERT 4103/4

are taken u
9 pAdES.  Ohe ‘oasuxl

D Very heavy enemy arty in this ares,
reported,
Shelling ceased,
North Nova Scotia
Coy Comds "O" Gp at BHQ at I
Coy "O" Gps for pl Comds,
Sheet EMMERICH 4103 1/25,000

ot

shelling

\J
o
=
O

Stand=to until 0700 hrs by al

Highlanders

M=
T W

LI O Lo

H\O oo -~

J

"A" Coy moves through "C" Coy to take
NORTH WEST of EMMERICH, mostly bush cleas
24 PW taken, ma jority of prisoners were f
Arnheim,

Coy Comds "o Gp at
Leading coys ecross
Coys reach ob j
NSR passes thr 11
244627, npn Coy - 954619,
ar€a was shelled very neavily
SHEET 4102 000

IT1
et 11 ]

H

Enemy

sni
tanks

1A

i
et
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Bn proces

Fegt and had been stationed in

ery active, making advance very slow,
throwers,
MR 953623, "B" Coy & 956
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auring night.,
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1T BN THE QUEEN'S OWN RIFLES
OF CANADA

OPERATION "BLOCKBUSIER® ‘.. 7}_; :‘Ef |

waraey

o4 February, 1945 MAR1D4S

Bn began its briefing on operation »Blockbustexr."
to asssult the enemy line of defences

The purpose of thi
. - sheets: GERMANY: 1/25,000) and

pefore CALCAR and UDIE (CALCAR & UDE .
break through to sweep the area west of the RHUINE clear of all enemy

resistance.
Units to participate in thils operation were Second Cdn Corps and

on 24 Feb 45 this
s operation Wwas

rhirty Scottish Corps. :
Eight Cdn Inf Bde with gsupporting tks was to lsunch the preliminary

assgult, this Bn commencing the operation at 04%0 hrs, 26 Feb 45 in a

before-dawn attack on enemy paratroop positions in the eres immediz-

tely north of KEPPELN (squares 9846, 9847, 9946, 9947). The Bn Stard®
Idine extended from EBBEN (977486) to GOTIEM (975464), F.D.L.'s of the

Vorth Nova Scotia Highlander, Iinth Cdn Inf Bde.

o5 February, 1945

on the 24th and 25th the Coy Comdrs and Pl Comdrs went fwd to this
area to make the preparatory visual reconnaissance. .Considerable enemy
" fire of all types hampered thelr movements but sufficient kmowledge of
the ground was gained to enable them to plan their routes to the S.TL.
and to the first objectives.

The country wes flat and dotted with numerous groups of farm-
buildings. It was in and around these farmbuildings that the enemy
was dug-in.
dwindling German Army and thelr Artillery support was

These paratroopers represented the cream of the fast-
intense. That

the battle would be severe we all realized.
The Bn begen to move fwd before nightfall of the
like rain began to fall after dark, but in the glare of the search-

25th. A mist-

lights providing artificial moonlight the entire area was almost
The issembly Area was reached without difficulty and the

brilliant.
Coys dug themselves in near their supporting tanks to awalt the morning.

26 February, 1945

Those who slept, slept fitfully. At 0330 hours the men were

roused to hot coffee or rum, and sandwiches. Equipment was donned,
final Instructions given, and at 0400 the barrage began.

For us there had been no precedent to this. As the lead Coys,
Cherlie and Dog, moved in extended line formation to the 5.L.
night was alive with light and noise. A.A. guns pumped incessantly
long, whipping lines of tracer overhead; machine guns hemmered and
eriss~crossed out into the darkness; behind them the sky was silver

the
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lare of searchlights, trees and buildings starkdagaitzziit,
g blackness the lines of the enemy flared on
. ding fingers of shelling.
typewriter keys under the poun 4 i 75
T e s each with a tp of tanks in their rear, fo
% detEZis;ad peen leid down the evening before. And then ;here
4 T our artillery was falling just a few yards ahead.
wasl?itm;re ;:ﬁeﬁour was 0435. The attack began, Charlie right, Dog
It ed.
left, Able right reserve, Baker left Heserve. e Y T
The first objectives were four gps of farm . 98154665 g
at 97854620 and 97854605. Dog Coy's at 98004645 an .d
they soon discovered, was determined to fight to the end.
e hy right Charlie Coy, nearing the first gp of bldgs, came under
vigougzu: ;.G.gcross-fire. The fwd platoons pushed on. 15 Pla;oon on
the left, in face of a withering defence from.an MTG' and grena zs was
pinned just short of the bldgs until one section finally filtere

around the right flank, cleared through the bldgs, eand attacked th?s
main opposition from the rear. Casualties were severe and included
the Platoon Comdr. G . "

14 Platoon on the right had bypassed this gp of bldgs to attack

another just beyond. In this movement they were subjected to consider-

able S.A. fire from the first bldgs but were able to continue
Here the enemy was overrun before he could put up

oo Suc-

serious
cessfully.

resistance. : :
The remainder of the Coy and the tank support moved up to consoli-

date. Enemy mortar and Arty fire began to fall in a constantly in-

ereasing weight. Casualties at the first were heavy. 14 Platoon Comdr
and 5jt were both victims of the first barrage.

It was about this time that Dog Coy on the left began to find
serious trouble.

At the outset 16 Platoon on the left and 17 Platoon on the right
were successful in reaching their first groups of bldgs. 16 had had
no difficulty, but 17 hed encountered opposition and suffered five
casualties.

It was then the plan for the reserve 18 Platoon to break left through
16 with the supporting tks. In the darkness and confusion the tks
veered off to the right, and 18 Platoon followed.

Then the newly-won positions were blasted with an Arty and Lortar
concentration. At its conclusion the enemy in strength began to filter
from the left into 16 Platoon's area. Casualties were severe, but the
Platoon, obteining the assistance of one of Baker Coy's tanks, counter-
attacked violently. A sudden barrage cut down one entire section znd
killed the Platoon Comdr. The Platoon was foreced to retire into 17
Platoon's area.

The enemy re-occupied their houses and then hegan to move in on
17 Platoon.

Finally enme seciion of 18 Platoon was located and brought into the
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end with the two the rem-

o ht forward
battle. Another tank was broug in to re-occupy one

nants of 16 Platoon led by the Sjt attacked aga

d capture 20 of the enemy. RN
i ;:th tiis it seemed the tide was turned. A part of thecami 5
at least was consolidated. At the coming of dawn Baker Coy

Pushing through this meagre firm base they cleared the
ttack on
st of the objective, thus esteblishing the S.L. for their a s
r -
tz second objective. In this zction they suffered minor casua =
. By this time Able Coy was pressing home on the right to take the {
bj ctives of phase 2. These objectives were three gro?ps of farm
obje i
buildings at 981458, 983456, and 984455. ;
The Coy had assembled in Charlie Coy's area &as this Coy was con
solidating They suffered seven casualties under the Intense fire of

8ll types reking this position before they were ready %o move across

their aid.

the S.L. : p
8 Platoon led the Coy. With great difficulty they took their

first objective but were forced to retire to the fringe of it by what

appeared to be our own Arty fire. 7 and 9 Platoons were then brought

forward, the former on the right supporting 8 Platoon directly and the
latter on the left, to secure these limited gains and prepare to attack
through. The tanks moving up came under fire from an enemy S.P. gun.
One was knocked out and the others forced to retire in the darkness.
The S.P. gun inflicted severe casualties on the Coy but with the light
of dawn it withdrew.

T Platoon then attacked through 8 Platoon. They were raked with
murderous M.G. and S.A. fire end casualties included the Platoon Comdr
and Sjt. The second gp of bldgs however was taken.

 Because of the severe loss of men the Coy had to be organized into
two Platoons and sit tight on these gains to await reinforcements.

In the meantime Baker Coy had forced fwd to their own objective,
bldgs at 984,462. By 0820 they had completely cleared their S.L. znd
by 0B30 after meeting little resistance were consolidating on their
objective. Enemy mortar and Arty began to hammer into the position
end severe casualties were suffered.

At 1330 they were ordered on to the final Bn objective, originally
Dog Coy's, a group of farm bldgs at 989465. By 1500 hrs this objective
was taken and secured with no casualties, though 50 of the enemy were
teken prisoner.

It was not until thig time in the afternoon that able Coy could
proceed with reinforcements to clear the remainder of its part of the
second objective,

With the aid of two Wesps and five M10's, one of the composite
Platoons moved in on the last strong point of the enemy. The enemy
fought ferociously using bazookas gnd U.G.s. The Wasps were able how-

ever to set the bldg on fire and the K10's poured H.E. and A.P. into

the structure. Resistance was sSmashed snd from that area 60 of the
enemy were taken prisoner.
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objective Able Coy was ordered
No enemy was

With the final securing of the second o
on to the final objective on the right, STEEG (990456).

lidated immediately.
untered and the Coy conso :
- Now Charlie Coy moved fwd to consolidate on Able Coy's former ob

Dog Coy had already comsolidated in Baker Coy's first positioms.

JQCti;:;s the Bn complefed their first part of the operation agai:i:la;ma

of the most violent opposition yet encountered. The total enemyfu . : ’
ded, and prisoner was impossible to check because of the confusio

Saers But the area was strewn with the Germsn dead,

le.
and length of the batt
and the wounded were not all evacuated by night fall.

As the day had lengthened more units had been committed to battle.
The North Shore and Regiment de la Chaudiére on our right had gained

their objectives and KEFPPELN was teaken. The Second Division on our left
Tank assault groups had fanned out in front of us and the

had raced fwd. . ;
As a result there was no Arty or litr fire on

main battle was far shead. |
our positions after 1600 hrs and the night was spent in comparative

quiet,

27 February, 1945

The following day, 27 Feb 45, the Bn moved fwd to take over high
ground captured by the 4 Cdn Div in area of KIRSEL (0043). This served
only as a firm base position and the Bn rested here for two days and
nights with only slight shelling.

The enemy was fighting desperately to keep his bridgehead secure

until the last possible moment. In the Hochwald Forest and the

Balbergerwald Forest he had secured the pivot of a last line of defences.

From the Bn's vantage point on the high ground they watched the battle

move fwd egainst this line and stop. The tanks were unable to break

through. Before the operation could continue the Hochwald and Balber-
gerwald had to be cleared.

In this endeavour 8 Cdn Inf Bde was called to clear the Balberger-
wald while units of the Second Division were to clear the Hochwald (XANTEN

sheet: GERMANY: 1/25,000).
1 March, 1945

On the evening of 1 lar the R. de C. began the operation. Working
South from the GOCH-WESEL Tellway which bounded the Balbergerwald from
the Hochwald they had encountered opposition. It was not until early
afternoon of the 2 uar 45 that they had reached their final objectives
end cleared a S.L. (GELEMANNSHOF 033391 —- WESSELSHOF 046396) for this
Bn and the N.S.R.

The plan then was to proceed south from this S.L. to the southern
edge of the forest, N.S.R. left in the centre of the forest bounded bv
the main road, Q+0.R. right on the western edge of the forest. The ;
final phase then was to shift direction ang clear eastward, R, de (. on
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ihe northern edge, N.S5.R. on the southern edge, end Q.0.R. moving into

centre position.

2 March, 1945

At 0200 hrs. on the morning of 2 liar 45 the Bn moved to th? Assembly
Area. At 1000 hrs the order came to proceed, but due to the dlfficul-l
ties in clearing the S.L. it was not possible to begin the attack ?nzi
approx 1500 hrs. With Charlie Coy right fwd, Baker Coy l?ft Fwd, Able
right reserve, and Dog left reserve the clearing began. A tp of tanks

moved with each Coy. :
Progress was slow because of the difficulties of control. Shelling

was reported only in Baker Coy's area. Charlie and Able Coys proceeded
as planned without meeting any opposition and by night fall were con-
solidated on the edge of the forest. Baker Coy soon lost contact with

the N.S.R. on their left flank and then at approx 1845 hrs were pinned
down by fire from this gide.. Dog Coy had now lost contact with them but
proceeded on to the edge of the woods. Baker Coy with the use of tanks

was finally able to disengage from the harassing enemy end proceeded to

the edge of the woods on the left of Dog Coy.

Here the night was spent. From beyond the woods to the south the
enemy kept up a sporadic [i.G. harassing fire into our positions all
night, but there was no shelling. Due to congested roads outside the
forest and torm up tracks inside the forest no meal was able to be

brought forward.
3 March, 1945

On the morning following, 3 Mar 45, the last phase of the clearing
began. Because the N.S5.R. had not succeeded previously in the clearing
as far as the southern edge of the woods it was necessary to alter the
plan in part. Clearing east the N.S.R. were now to move in the central
position and the Q.0.R. were to clear along the southern edge of the
forest. With Able Coy left fwd, Charlie left reserve, Baker right fwd,
Dog right reserve the Bn moved at 0730 hrs to its S.L. the main road.

This was the area not cleared by the N.S.R. In the advance to
the S.L. both fwd Coys ran into dense fields of A/Tk and A/Per mines.
Casualties were heavy, and three tanks were put out of action. Then
Able Coy ran into a strong point. With the aid of tks this was smashed
and prisoners taken. The bulk of the enemy retreated across the road.
Arty and Mtr fire during this time was heavy and casualties were severe.

At approx 1200 hrs a gp of four of the enemy were seen infiltrating
between the fwd coys. A plaoen of C Coy, despatched to plug the gap,
took these four prisoners and, in pressing on to the road, routed an
enemy position on the far gide by fira,

By 1300 hrs the attack was ready to proceed past the S.L. Due to
the dense undergrowth here and the soggy condition of the ground the
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tanks were not committed but held in reserve. Dog Coy took o::z the fwd

Coy role from Baker Coy on the right f£lank. The shelling on s flank

was most severe. ‘
The attack went on. Able and cherlie Coys on the left m?ved fwd
together. Though they met some fire the enemy seemed to withdraw as
: L}
They were finally held down by Dog and Baker Coy's

d.
:::iii::jnis proceed further on the southern edge of the forest. .
Dog Coy had been slmost immediately engaged by fire after crossing
the S.L. They continued to press on however, sustaining heavy casualties
from sniping action. Finally both lead platoons were pinned down. The
platoon in attempting a flanking movement were themselves pinned.

regerve ' :
Then the enemy counter-attacked, bringing an M.G. into position on the
right flemk. PIAT bombs neutralized the M.G. and the attack was teaken
care of by the reserve platoon.

A tp of tanks were then brought fwd to assist the Coy.. Though the
enemy was engaged by fire from these tenks he could not be flushed.
The ground was impassable for the tenks and when one lost a track finally,
the other two withdrew. There was no possibility of proceeding because

of the intense enemy sniper and M.G. fire.

Baker Coy in the meantime, behind Dog Coy and closer to the edge
It had come under

of the woods, had also beaten off a counter-attack.
The advance

heavy M.M.G supporting fire. Few men were able to observe.
however was spotted by a Bren gun crew who switched to a flanking posi-

tion and opened up. Two of the enemy were killed and the remainder

forced to retreat. ;
At nightfall it was in these positions that the Bn found itself --

unable to advance, and isolated from contact to the rear. The Coys con-

solidated in all-round defensive positions and spent the night on constant

guard. M.G. fire harassed the positions from three sides most of the

night. The shelling had lessened.

4 March, 1945

The next morning, 4 lMar 45, the Coys began moving to storm this
last resistance from the flank; that is, from the north instead of the
west. 24 Hour packs were distributed early to ease the hunger and at
1300 & hot meal arrived for all. There was no waste!

By mid-afternoon the Bn wes in position and the supporting tanks
Baker Coy held a firm base position in the area previously

Able, Charlie, and Dog Coys attacked in line --
Charlie centre, and Dog

were ready.
occupied by Able Coy.
Able Coy on the western fringe of the forest,
on the right from the firm base position.

But the enemy had withdrswn in the morning. The attack met no
opposition and the forest was completely ours. Under enemy M.G. haras-
8ing fire and Arty shelling the Coys consolidated in the south-western
corner of the woods. By nightfall the positions were secure.

* ’ ; .
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In the darkness the Ninth Cdn Inf Bde moved through us and attacked

across the fields and over the hill beyond.

5 March, 1945

By morning the battle had moved far ehead. Only slight shelling
Rations began to arrive regularly, and of all things that

hampered us.

was to us the most important.
That evening, we moved fwd again to occupy positions in farm bldgs

captured by Ninth Bde just beyond the forest to the south. Here the Bn

rested for three days until finally muving back to a rest area in the

Reichwald Forest.
Qur part in the Operation "Blockbuster" had been completed, and

had been successful.
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