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Revellle - Cloudy and cool.
fear BHQ moved up to forward BHQ at chateau at 916765 1le Beau-Marais,

'A" Coy moved forward from Fort Vert to the town of COURGAIN, meeting no enemy op= % é

pusitiﬂﬂ.
'A" Coy moved forward again into the centre of Calals where they contacted patreol of

R.W.R's who informed them that the city had fallen at 0900 hrs,

Revellle - Wet and cool ;
pn left present area around le Beau Marais in square 9176 and proceeded from there

plong the main road to GRAVELINES. From GRAVELINES turned south and proceeded along |Maps Appx
secondary road running along the MARAIGK CANAL and the MEUTSTROOM RIVER to la RECQUS - ARDRES 1
pES, where we picked up "A" ECH. Turned south east and travelled along main road PGPQRINGHE 2
pT, OMER Road for about 2 miles and then turned East and proceeded to WATTEN., From HAZEBROUCK 3
fatten took secondary road running N.E, along the COLME CANAL to LOOBERGHE. Turned ¥

p.E. and proceeded to L'ERKELSBRUGGE, took the main highway running N.E. TO ZEGFRS- Int Summary -
PAFPEL, turned east and travelled to WORMHOUT, turned south and travelled along the #45 - Appx 4
frain highway to CASSEL.; turned east and proceeded to TERDEGHEM where we arrived at 16k
PO hrs. BnHQ set up in Chateau at 331572. Coys proceeded to allotted areas around
TERDEGHEM. U"A" Coy at 339569, "B" Coy at 341567, ugn Coy at 345565, "pn Coy at

B42572 and "Sp" Coy at 353568. The people 1n this area don't seem any too friendly, f;%a(;
gnd were reluctant to let the men use thelr buildings to sleep in. At our present
focation we are g little over four miles from the Belglan border. We lost two men at
12 Beau-Marais before we left there. The first one was Rfn Beaver who was killed when
the carrier he was driving hit one of the posts on the corner of a road block turning
1+t over., The second man was Rfn Bennett of the Pioneers, They had uncovered two
Jerry improvised mines made of Arty shells. An English officer came up and started
Yooling around with the mines, after being told to leave them alone, setting them
pff and killing both himself and Rfn Bennett,
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Summary of Events and Information

Revellle = Wet and cool
Call from Brigade to pick up air photos and new maps of Belgium and Holland. f%

llaps arrived from Bde and were sorted out for distribution to the Coys. : :

Intelligence Summary No 44 arrived from Bde :
Coy Commanders meeting to discuss new operations and the general situation. The men 45‘6’
have enjoyed the little rest we are getting here even though the weather has been
pretty miserable. Iir Monahan of the K of C War Services put on three shows daily in ?6‘;
a Cafe, beside the church in the village, the plecture was "Andy Hardy's Blonde Troublg",

Reveille - Wet and cool. _
Air-photos received from Bde concerning new area of operations,

[foute trace and movement order received,

(0" Grou

[Bn vehic%&s ready to move off to new Bde area between URSEL and O00STWINKEL. %‘,
Bn started to move from present area at TFRDEGHEM by TCVs for the long haul to
KRUIPUIT, the new Bn area. Passed through STEENVOORDE on our way to the Belgian
border, which we crossed at 1515 hrs,

Passed through POPERINGHE which is a fair sized city and got our first real look at
the architecture in Belgium. Things seem fairly prosperous here as the stores seemed
to be well stocked. There was plenty of fresh fruit and vegetables and the heavy
Duteh brown bread. We also saw electric irons, stoves, bilecycles and plenty of fur=
niture, although we heard that most of thisstuff was pretty high in price and had to ! g

be obtained on the black markets There was little evidence of any war damage and eve
erything seemed fairly normal., There is quite a difference here to what we saw in
France, The country is much cleaner and the buildings are quite modern, in fact the
whole thing reminds one of Ontario more than anything we've seen o far, There was
both electric and steam railways operating between here and YPRES, where we arrived
at 1550 hrs, We proceeded N.E, from here passing through the city of ROULERS and from
there to PITTHEM and THIELT, S5ti1ll travelling N.E. we crossed the GHENT CANAL at 180¢ hrs
agdlgggcﬁeded from there through URSEL to KRUIPUIT, our destination, where we arrived
=] o rsq

BnHQ set up in house st 050925, The Coys took up positions at "Sp" Coy 037923,
"A" Coy 060935, "B" Coy 060934, "C" coy 057932, "D" Coy 047924
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Summary of Events and Information

Trace Conc Area Op SWITCHBACK
Code words for Op SWITCHBACCK
Op and Mzintenance Routes
Map ZEEBRUGGE - BRUGES
Trace "P" SWITCHBACK
Int Summary 4 Oct 44
Map - GHENT 1/100,000
Map - ZEEBRUGGE - BRUGES
ERUIPUIT 7 Reveille - Clear and cool,

Maps and aerial photos for new operations issued to Coys
New defence overprints and aerial photos received from Brigade,
We have six new vehicles in the battalion to-day, which we have never seen or heard
of before. These new vehicles are called "WEASELS" znd at first.appearance look like
8 small carrier, Actually they are an amphibious CARRIER. They are equipped norm=-
ally with a No 19 wireless set and a signal spot light, and Will carry 4 men and thei;
equipment, "A" Coy Commander Major Medland on recelving his was just like a boy with
a new toy and wanted to try it out, and was last seen heading down the road a mile a

minute,
"O" Group

Coy Commanders meeting,
Plans were laid at this meeting for our part in the operation "SWITCHBACK", but had

to be cancelled as the bridgehead across the LEOPOLD CANAL hadn't been enlarged enough,

Reveille - clear and bright,
Projected move has been cancelled so we expect to stay in our present area for a
ﬁouple more days, _Coys are spending time cleaning and repairing equipment. The peapllf;%z;
ere seem quite friendly and although we have heard rumours that about 60% of them
arehpﬁn Nazi we have seen no evidence of this, .
We had a very good meal to-night with plenty of frésh vegetables, We actu
_ g « W ally had

EEPH on the cob aEd along with this frés® tomatoes and some of the finest grages we ﬁégz;

dze ev?rhse?n. The men in the Bn are being allowed the freedom of the town to-night
P?erseﬁh?éha; tzﬁre are three pubs in the place which have a good supply of Belgian S
eer, s € nearest thing to Canadian beer that we h e
: i Fng ta@dlan e nat ave seen yet, the boys = % i

oy Commander!'s mesling, snould have g gond time, ‘_

lﬂ Library and Archives Canada/Bibliothéque et Archives Canada
ch or private study only / Celte copie doit étre utilisée uniquement & des fins

This copy must be used for the purposes of resear
de recherche ou d’études privées, k} G a a \/ . In'r-'}.'_ .""ré; 9

Reference number/no de référence :




MFAL 11 ’ -
Instructions regarding preparation of WAR BIARY ﬂﬂ%?fﬂ (3072)
. War Diaries (which will %:ra_l:ept fram first OB .
day of mobilization, creation or embodi- , duplicate and triplicate be

ment), are contained in F.5. Regs. Vol. 1. INTELLIGENOE SUMMARY {U;WE;ME& to 0. i/e 2nd Echelon for -: __le‘

Title pages will be prepared. ( Erase heading not required)

Summary of Events and Information

0.0. #21 Op "SWIICHBACK"
Arty task Table Op "SWITCHBACK"

Eeveille - Clear and bright,
The situation on our front along the LEOFOLD CANAL is practically unchangad . The enemy has been

sending out patrols in same force and has infiltrated through the lines om several gocasiomns. Our
Gs0sy Lt—col S.M, Lett gave some of our new reinforcements a pap talk and told them how proud they

should be to be in Cagada's finest fighting hegiment. "A" Coy are etill looking for their Coy Com—
der, Major Medland. When last seen he was sitting in his new Weasel looking at the boys through

the hedgerows.
Coy Commsnder's meeting,
Typhoon Targets = Op "SWITCHBACK"

meveille = Cloudy and cool. ;
The situation up front hasn't improved in any way so we are still sitting in the ares around KHIIPUIT

waiting for thimgs to break,

The men are a little disappointed that they can no lomger spend their Fremch momey in Belgium, Some
of the boys have acoumilated quite a bit, and unless they can dispose of it socm, they can take it
tm with them to paper their bedrooms, The paymaster put in a rare visit and changed the Fremch

otes (up to a limited amount) into the local curremcy.
Additional air-photos received from Bde, oovering the ares between the LEOFOLD GAWAL and the SCHELDT
ESTUARY.
Intelligence Summary

meveille = Cloudy and cool.

Situation along the LEOFULD CANAL is 8till unchenged.

Uoys carrying out normal routine. The men are in very good spirits and are enjoying their rest in
this ares.

Uompany commander's meeting,
"A" Coy were fortunate as they were able to get to the mobile showers and get a good hot bath,.

Uoy Commander's meeting to discuss new plans for projected move to-morrow. The men are still being
allowed the freedom of the town and are enjoying the local brew very much
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Summary of Events and Information

0815

1400
1545
1565

1710
1715
1736

heveille — CGloudy and coole
'he C.0. laft for "O" Group at bde.
ig" Coy went to mobile showers, about ten men hed gone through whan orders came through fer them to

return.,
Orders from Bde, for move to SLUISKIL.

En laft present area at KoUIFPUIT. 1
Orossed LYS DERIVATION CANAL and headed for EECLUO, passed through the towm at 1600 hrs. The civilian

pulation here seemed to be carrying on the normal routine the sam® as they would in peacetime.
sged through the towns of LEMBEKE, 00SI KECLO0, ERTVELDE.

reached the CAVAL at SELZAETE just this side of the Dutch border.
rossed the border into HULLAWD and passed through town of SAS-VAN-GENT.

arrived at SLUISKIL on the HEUZEN GAvAL., BniQ set wp im buildings at 281058. The Coys took up
efensive positions at SP coy 275068, "A" Coy 283054, "B" oy 283055, "C" Coy 272067 and "D" Coy
t 273055, "G" Goy om reaching their allotted posm found the iiSE's occupying their quarters so re-

quested them to move

nevaille = Clear and cool.
"I" Symmary end Administratiomn Order for operatiom “SWITUABACK" received.

Coy Commenders end C.U. out om necoe of area for our new "Ops".
The men are being allowed out to-night so the pubs will probably have quite a few of the boys trying

to pawn off their French notes in the hopes of receiving Dutch currency in change.
Coy Commanders meeting.

Intelligence Summary (Oct 10)

lap NEUZEN~GHENT

Intelligance Summary

0.0. #22 Op “SWITCAUVER"

Arty Task table

raveille = Glear and cool.

Bn moved off fram SLULSKIL to assembly area 246113. kiost of "F" Echelon being left behind to go back

to "A" Ech.

Embarked in a weird and wonderful vehicle known &8 "BUFFALOES"e
They took troops, carriers, jeeps and anti=-tank guns.
Disembarked at 192144 end moved up rd to posns.

it is amphiblous and was new to us.
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é

!.;;E'“d ;; ‘areas allotted and Jerry imadfntul;r started to lay down & mortar barrage, meking things
retty hot im the bridgehead area.
gﬂ!ﬂ set up at 178162 and Coys at, “A" 175150, "B" 184149, "G" 176153%, and "D" 183154,

Major Cottrill wounded and cne jeep damaged by mortar fire was all our casualties.

Feveille = Bright and olear. Considerable action going on all night.

Jerry started mortaring.

\dv BHQ was set up in BIERVLIET 18051108
Spitfire chased a Focke=Wulfe right over town end while firing at him managed to strafe the main

'ztrut. Howavar thers was no casualties,
Present locations of Coys, “A"™ 177107, “g" 181111, "C" 181112, "D" 178110.
/Typhoons were in action and did plenty of demege, incluiing two houses, which by the explosions, we

|figured were ammunition dumps. Some priscners token.
}A.rty iask table and trace
Teee—torariy-tant—table=—FrEat,

| Order Op "SWITULBACGK

Int Summary (13 Oct)
Arty task table and trace

Heveilla - Bright and clear.

A few more prisoners brought in.
Casualties was confined to the Sigs jeep, damaged.

German Arty, landed a few heavy ones in town.
“7{ ffy's were active all day and there were same medium bombers. At one time the *Tiffy's" got a

:11tt1a off the beam and we had to get under covers
Left our present pom.

Set up BHQ at famm 17950710.

((e0s and I.Us. went to “O" GF at bda.

IIntalligunua Summary
/Intelligence Summary (#48)

heveille = Sright and clear,
Ge0u, 1.0., Soout Officer end Sigs Officer went on Hecce. Several chickens were liberated this morn=-

ing, they tasted pretty good.
The remainder of "F" Ech ceme back from "A" Ech. They managed to get a shower while there. Also were
!‘hlﬂpeetad by two girls to find out who had robbed them. [eedless to say BHQ were not picked out as cujprits.
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500 |Lots of vehicles and M 10's are rolling im mow that the roads are T =
l 2L
f

ﬁaﬁﬂln = Olowdy and wet.

guite a few prisomers, all types, siges and ages. A few of our casuslties have been brought in for :

treatment. =y
by this time with "A" Coy at 144106, “B" 141088, “G" 147093 {

ihe coys had reached their cbjectives
wiy™ 147107 and Advence BAQ at 158087, IJLEWDIJKE was well defended but "A" & "B" Coye still kept omn

with their advance.
"A™ & "5" comsolidated an either side of the tom. uany prisomers and we had same casualties. "A"

oy were fired cm by M 10's until they were informed that they were firing on their friends. L%
Eing of "A" Goy got same Jerry shrapnel in the back end :ﬂﬂl Sawka also of "A™ had his leg blown off

by what was probably a 105,
Intelligence Summary

Summary of Events and Information

!.'Env&ille = Glovdy mnd wet.

he attack cn IJZEWDIKE was resumed. "p" was the first into town and jerry had moved on.

Eest of n went in. Iie wers greeted by civilians fresh from their cellars who all wanted to shake

ur hands, feed us and to see the "“Kanadeesh" or same such name. However Jerry whistled a few shelle
and we had s magical disappearing act. The shelling started large fires in town. 15 pl attempted

to go through town but were stopped on the outskirts by heavy mortar fire.

Intelligence Summary

peveille = Clouily and cool.
"G" Coy went out towards the position from which they had been mortared the previous night. (m arriv

all they found was six very forlorn Germans who were only too willing %o surrender. e used them to
pael potatoes back at rear BHQ. The Jerry's are very good at that job. They peel very fine, not like

our boys, who just cut the peel off.,
“A" & “G" Goy moved om toward TUGKEIJE and took up positioms between the two towms. Plenty of mortar

and other stuff sent over by Jerry.
Intelligence Summary #49

E_araillu = rain with high winds.
Goy Commsnders meeting at BHQ. Good mews for the boys. 46 hr leaves to srussels are starting. It /
be nice to have a couple of nights between sheets egain. Its been s long time without a leave.

Appx 31
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|Reveille rein with high wind.
' imring the night a Geman amy cook walked into a house occupied by D Coy. Guite a lot of excitement

' trying to figure out how he got in. . f.z: éé
0930 | First batch of men for 48 hr leaves left for “A" Eeh, 2 officers and 18 OR's. e all hops they enjoy

| themse lves,
1000 Adv BHQ set up in STEENHOVEW 076113. The coys are set wp in front om the road to GOSTEURG which is %
i lme of the Jerry's main points of resistance in this pocket.

,: feveille - Listy and cool.

| There was occasional shellfire during the night.

|w= hed a grandstand view of Typhoons giving SCHOONDIJKE a going over. This is one of the places

| that gives us plenty of trouble,

| "B" Coy went back as they were stopped by mines. After these had been looked after they went forward
‘but hed to consolidate 500 yds short of their objectives

|Beveille - misty and cool.

bn 0 Gp at 0B15., Iwuring the morning same of our 5.5's dropped a few hort, this made us realize as
‘never bafore that this is a war of movement. He who moves the fastest, lives the longest.

‘"G" Uoy moved up in support of "B" Coy who were being considerably annoyed by Jerry. During the move,
|"C™ Coy jeep hit a mine., The Jeep was a total wreck but the driver, Hfn Hayes, fortunately was not
wounded badly. Iuring the night a patrol of Jerry's got aroupd “A" Coy's positions but were shot up
by 13 ple

Intelligence Summary

'Intelligence Summary

frace for 00 #23

Intelligence Summary (Uct 22)

'Intelligence Summary

Intelligence Summary

& R
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Place | Date | Hour |

|
Eﬂ Dﬂf' Hevaille - Cloudy and cools
i 0930 FAF moved from IJEEVDIJEE to WATERLAWDEERKSIE.

0300 Another quota left for "A" %ch to go on 48 hr leava,

| \The I.0. decided to go to the former,
| 1600 A fighting patrol from "C" Coy attempted to go along road to UOSTBURG, They met with a hot reception
: and had to retire. INo casualties but they did manage to bring back ome E.W.

1900 En 0 Gp. "C" Coy won draw to go to Cansdian Amy show in ERKLOO next day. 23 men to gos
| Op "SWITCHBACK"

Officers can go either to ANTWERP or BHISSELS,

Cot i'li‘nﬂilli = Cloudy and cools
1030 Fighting patrol fram "C" Coy went out again toward OOSTBURG but met with another hot reception. Had

eix casualties, none very bad. fThe first men returmed fram 48 hr leaves in HHUSSELS. Everybody had

| |a great time, All day in IJZENDIJEKE, the civiliens were repairing damage done, Its going to be some ,
1300 ls:ma of the Gueen's Own went to IIKLOO to see the Camadian Amy Showe

Eﬁ nuti |:Elfni11l = Cloudy and cool
; |05m "C" Coy moved forward and relieved cme coy of b da Chaud.
. 1515 |"A" Coy started forward with "D" to attack 0OSTBURG. Ope of the r¥lame throwers with ™A™ Goy struck

! |a mine and the two men in it were killed. A heavy smoke soreen was put down to assist the attack om
'the open road into the town. The houses on the outskirts were soon takem. Fo 8 platoon made a wild
bayomet charge to gain as their objective the first crossroads in towm.

‘Tactical BHQ set up in dugout at 04151070, With relatively slight opposition the rest of the coys all
got on their objectives in town., There was some heavy mortering and few shells cams fram FLUSHING.
Our casualties were fairly heavy., H.A.P. moved frem IJZENDIJEE to WATEHLANDKERKJE,

Intelligence Summary

‘Heveille - misty and cool.

;"U“ Gp. Plans were laid for the continmation of operations in the COSTHEUHG area.
‘Hecce car fram 7 Hecoe ran over two mines about 20 ys from EHQ. Killed the commander,
M 10%'s started lacing btuildings WORTH of our présént positioms, at point blank range to clesr out any
prior to "B" and "G" Coys advance to clean out other emd of towne
EoHQ set up at 04021125, "A" Coy 040111, "“B" 040113, "g" 045117, "D" 039117, Mortars and Carriers 0631

E“ﬁ“ Gp. The day's work satis factory,.

A
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ce 00

Heveille = Uloudy and cool with fair wind.
One P.0.%. from 301 FLAK bmn. brought in by "D" Coys. He had been left behind to listen for "Panzer- ¢7¢; G

wagens" and had been cut off, He produsced a mouth organ and gave us an orgen recital which was quite
good tut fate in the shape of Bde PW Cage at last took him from us.

|"A" Coy moved ahead ,?7;; &
'8¢ PiMs brought in by "A"™ Coy and 29 by "B"

|0 Gp at BEdes. %fé
0 Gp at BnHQs Our arty and mortars were busy all night.

Intelligence Summary

Ekeveille = Clear and cools
With the first clear day for a while we got lots of air support. Typhooms started out 6prly and made
'things pretty hot for Jerry. According to PW's they are a great morale breaker as well as doing & %

lot of damage.

Uoys started bringing in PW's and by noon we had 46 including 1 officer.
Some Jerry Arty shells landed in town. Some dsmage but no casumlties,
Total bag of PW's to-dsy is 129 including 2 officers,

Intelligence Summary

Appx 42

i.'u.wuilla = Cloudy amnd cool
EnHQ at 016133 in towm of ZUIDZANDE. A Coy 010140, ™B" 003137 "g¢" 994131, "D" 00601515. It was & m&k-

spent moving into these positioms with very slizht opposition., The bn moved on to FETHANCHMENT overlo
ing the VITWATSRINGS oanale A number of Jerrys surrendered and we rounded up some more in the cellars
(of tha +own,

"B" oy moved to 002137,

Information from civilians was that the enemy had withdrawm the previous day in the direction of
IEHOFSTEIE, due WEST of us.

Intelligence Summary

Op SLUIS

Intelligence Sumary

Complete set 1/25,000 maps for Op "SWITCHBACK®
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Summary of Events and Information I‘i}er‘n‘mkn, d‘fm
initials

Place Date [ Hour

Feveille — Gloudy and cold
|A day starting with early moming moves.
{0150 |fao BnHG went to 994131.
10200 |"C" Coy at 97401383 and "D" 97501285
/0300 |"A" Ooy at 994144, "B" 985144 gnd “"C" 97151430
e hsd same shelling during the day, but no

/1400 |Hoyal Winnipeg hifles passed through our positims.
| casualties. Though we lost Major kedland of "A" Coy through siclmess. Lt Pand 2 i/c of the coy took

|ovar.
|"B" Goy took up position at 971343. Coming under very heavy mortar fire.
i“’d kmocked out & haystack which was actually a cemouflaged blockhouse.

(uf six pdrs returned fire

|
‘hsveilla = Gloudy and cool.
|Forward formations of the 9th Bde sterbted to move through ms in the first phase of crossing the canal.
¥or us it was a day spent in preparstion for what we all hope will be the end of the SCHELDE pocket.
|Frnm information received, end our own observations, we feel sure that the enemy here have just about
'had encugh. the ¥i's that have caome in lately havé not been of the same calibre as befors. Even

| the Paratroops we have taken seem to have lost their old arrogance.

Ty Lt=g0l
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