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| J Narrative and Trace "Smashex" 1 A
| ppendix 5
g;ﬁ:ﬁ:x 30Juq 1205,' Bn. in Biv. Area. The 7th Bde are the attacking force and our bn. role is that of y
682333 . enemy. No action 1s expected before dark so enforced rest 1s ordered. There will be . .
| . very little sleep for the next few days. First enemy sighted at 1950 hrs., advance 3
| . recce party. Our patrols were out all night but met no opposition.
Smashex 1Jul.. o5ooJ Breakfast. Dominion Day, clear and warm (not a holiday).
682333 ' Tae R. aircraft overhead, all men other than guards and patrols went to bed, the besft
| ' way to keep them under cover. At 0927 the first enemy patrols were sighted first P.W,
| } brought in at 1120 and his unit fidentified through a personal dlary. :
Smashex 1430, The P.W. escaped on route to Bde., This entailed a hasty move for our B.H.Q. as they tnow $ni
669338 ! ' our posn. During the night our mine field was breached and at 0520 a withdrawal ordepred. \ |
. B.H.Q. withdrew to Horsridge Common 619344.
| |
Smashex 2Jul. 1330/ Enemy bringing heavy pressure to bear, withdrawal ordered.,
619344 . ' 1516/ B.H.Q. in new posn. Our aircraft reported successful attack on bridge construction ‘ﬁ*’
. ~ party at 626354. Report that enemy was now mobile and our recce unit withdrawing =
456357 | ~ behind Grid Line 50. Withdrawal ordered at 2250,
Smashex 3Jul. 0025/ Established in new posn. Enemy on Bognor Hill 4132. O Gp. Orders given for counter-
378320 . attack at first light in conjunction with Tank Bde. lMove to F.U.P. started 0415 hrs,
The marrying-up process was smooth and completed on schedule and the combined force ¥
passed over start line at 0500 hrs. The enemy were taken completely by surprise, the N
objective was taken, and re-organization completed by 0545 hrs., (Cease fire at 0630
- hrs., and return to Bivouac Area, Over S.L. for return to camp at 0840 hrs.,
Moonhill _ '~ Weather fair and warm and has been throughout the scheme, : 2
73441 1100 Bn. in camp. At 1400 hrs. there was a meeting of Coy Cmdrs. and senlor of frs who had
7 - taken part in the scheme at Apsley Farm5533§8 when the G.0.C. and senior div,
- staff offrs discussed and criticized Smashex I.
gEEE?;11 4JUI-:O7OO; Reveille, Fair and warm. Rest and recuperation. \ GVER J
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1 I veille. The morning was devoted to a discussion and review of Smashex I, the
?@22?%11 e i ‘ggternoon to breaching of minefields under the direction of R.C. E. personell. O
0600/ Reveille. Instructions for Disposal of Surplus Kit Appendix 6
33225%11 (i Preparation for smashex II and practise disposal of kit. Due to our long residence
in England there has been an amazing accumulation of gear and goods other than 1lssue,
soldiers, for the use of . The woollen goods discarded would carry a Russilan division \<
comfortab}¥¥ through a rigorous winter.

1600/ C.O0. at Bde. O. Gp.
Appendix 7

sereed and Trace "Smashex 1
1845| Liaison party met group from Assault Force. i

Smashex II | 7Jul| 0001| En. crossed S.P., arrived at Biv Area 722334 at 0040 hrs. Patrols out immediately in
733414 Muggleswood and Shaves Wood areas. P.P. eskablished on Westonbury Hill at first Hght., | \<m
depth of mine fd. High cross 685365 - Poynings

Patrols active throughout day,
f mine field by 8 Bde.

700312 established.
0 Gp at 8 C.1.B. Orders for breadhing and break through o

RN RN TR T TS TR IR e

1900

5200 Bne. O. Gp . C.0's orders to coys. A Coy to do breaching, B Coy covering,
B Coy in reserve.

Smashex II | 8Jul|0180| Breakfast. Compo rations begin to pall.

722334 0145| First marching troops leave for Assembly Area 702336. C.0s carrier broke down. Quick s,
transfer to H.U. truck, compo rations for next 24 hrs. left behind (not far enough,

unfortunately; they caught up).
0600 Bn. through mine field, enemy have withdrawn.
Appendix 8

0345| Breaching of minefield commenced.,
Artillery Tasks
arguard, recce unit. Bde in Henfield 6434 at 1030 hrs.
Ech) dispersed. R.C.E, Bridging Coln start

EBRIDGE COMMON-SDORRINGTON.

Sporadic fighting with enemy reé
Bridges over River Adur blown. Transport (A

bridge at M.R. 626354,

1200| Q.0.R. ford river at M.R. 627344 and advance on poad HORS
Trace of Route

| Carrier_and Mortar platoons over bridge in priority at 1400 hrs and become advance
. guard with A Coy, clearing small pockets of resistance. The men have been able to

' sleep only in odd moments since the night 5/6 and it is beginning to tell. At every

8T T

Appendix 9
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f Smashex I1 %ﬁhﬂ.i12001 Halt they drop and are agteep in a matter of seconds. The weather has broken and there
| | are intermittent, heavy downpours.
4 | .1800 Amberley 4632. Bridges blown, assault boats brought forward. Enemy AF.V, in vicinitp.
|- | . C.0. decided not to cross river until A/Tk guns can come forward in support, ¢
) | 2400| Carrilers, A/Tk and A Ech vehicles over Greatham Bridge 4635 marching troops cross
| river Amberley - Bury 1n assault boats.
! Smashex II 9Jul i0330 Obiective and coys dug in. Enemy counter-attack at 0500 hrs heavy casualtiles
" Westburton | inflicted.
, Hill -0600I Cease Fire, Breakfast and to bed, A sleep of utter exhaustion. C.0. and Coy Comdrs.,
; 4232 | " to G.0.C. review of scheme, Bn. move On first leg of journey to training area, arrivbd
Castle Goring 1700 hrs. Clearing, rain has ceased. Very few men took advantage of \ &
| ] opportunity to go out for the eveninge.
S B |
Castle 10Jul:0700f Reveille, Resumed march 0830 hrs., Received first news of Canadians in Sicily from a pag—.—
i Goring | civilian while on the march. It passed quickly down the lines, fatigue was forgotien, e | e
5 5324 | | and morale soared high. —_—
1;] :1 Training :I.OJu1§1145l Getting settled in training area, heavy rain. Moved into club house and out-buildingF P =
e 2§3281 | ~ of golf club. The evening was spent re-newing old acquaintances in Shoreham. \
; | 11Jul 0600 Reveille., Still raining. Rifle coys working in conjunction with Sp. Coy. in field
v j | firing exercise. All interest on Siclly. An 18 set was rigged up with an
= | ‘ ~ amplifier to get the news and a truck despatched to Shoreham to procur all
2 | ~ newspapers. Unceasing rain.
; .' |
! Training 12Jul 0600 |
| éi;gﬁl 1300, Return to Camp.
Moonhill 1645 |
734417 |

All troops back in camp.

\-L/h\
available

Reveille, Rain. Field firing training continues but condlitions very unsuitable.
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IST BX. THE QUEEN

Date Hour

———

Place

|
0600 Reveille. Interior economy. Preparations for Ordnance Inspection .
Capt. Clough that the officers give a party for the wives \ G

Moonhill |13Jul

441 | 191 Mess dinner. Proposed Dby
734417 ? ? of the men who have married in this country.
14J | 0600 Reveille. Weather clear, fine, warm.
uﬁ From ffrst light to about 0700 large formations of Fortress' passed overhead.
' 1330, Bn. paraded to the park at Burgess Hill to witness the 8 Cdn Inf Bde Sports meet. \ <
| ly A Coy's contestants, the Q.0.R.

| | Considering the small number of entries - on
| | did fattly well.

15Jul 0600, Reveille, Weather fine. '
| | - B
16Jul 0600/ Reveille. Weather cloudy with showers., SR
| I1800 Bn. swimming meet at 'Stroods' won by Sp Coy. >
17Jul 1303/ Air Raid (Red) Worthing. ‘
| 11312 Air Raid (White) Worthing.
?0600: Reveille. Weather fine. \
The bn paraded in the sports field in Bolney and practised for the inspection. Ihe
, . ~ C.0. took the salute on the march past.
18Jul/ 0700/ Weather fine and mild; sky overcast.
-SBOOI Comrunion service by Padre.
; 200 :gompany Comd meeting on recent minor troubles in Burgess Hill. Inspector Brown of
{ | tg;fzzStgiéitpgg%cedattendegtandzthe difficulties - largely arising aat out men s
| | o dances after 2200 hrs. = W
l ; , cxhlainsd on Coniaii e RuntE were straightened out and the situation
19Jul |0600| Reveille. W
| | 5 Coys preparfizh;grcggt’Gfgfc?:eigggzcgggnciftgy;eremonial arade d tod S
- centrating on intertor economy. b vl edhic L en \ |
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Moonhill 20Jul 060d Reveille. Weahher sky overcast.
738414 | | 100? i%ghearia% "on the green" in Burgess Hill. Brig. K.G. Blackader attended and took
| e salute. e
. | Major S.M. Lett arrived back with the unlt from Senior Offrs. School. 1\
; | |
21Jul 838g igeveéllg. geathei s%ig?t grizzle grigually getting worse, ‘
. arade by Coys, last minute preparations,
- 1000 3 Cdn., Div. Band arrived.
1330 Bn. moved off to the Ereen in Burgess Hill for the G.0.C.'s inspection. The
: weather grew steadily worse and the inspection took place in a downpour, Major \<J*”“
‘ S.M. Lett 2 i/c marched the Bn, past the G.0.C, Lt.-Col, J.G. Spragge and Brig.
J ggg.aB%:gfaggrczege at the saluting base. In spite of the weather the inspection
| ! s SS.e
1540 The G.0.C. and guests for the inspection returned to the mess at M
| 00.C, oonhill for tea.
- 2000 épdagc;swas held in Moonhill and a dance &t Gravenhursi” for the men from B and
| . Coys. |
| ‘ |
22Jul fgggl Ig§¥eille. Weather slight drizzle but clearing in the afternoon.
| rs add Sgts., attended a lecture in the Studio Theatre Hassocks on Conduct if \f;wvm
i Cut Off or Captured by Lt. Instone of the War Office,
33 , ggocalgcgiggstigo$h$;g;R. of C. attended 3 Cdn Div Sports meet in Horsham. Q.0.R. |
A dance was held in Burgess Hill for men of Moonhill area.
Moonhill 23Jul 0600/ Re
5o . g
i ng in coy areas and will be in use daily.,
704437
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Moonhill 24Jul .0600 Reveille. Ploneers building dummy L.C.A, and assault course on Bolney Range.
738414 1400 Swimming meet at Burgess Hill pool. Q.0.R. won 'Services Relay'. The team -
Gravenhurst .~ Sgt. R. Guiton, Sgt. C. Warner, Rin. Mitchell, Rfn. J. Moore. Ve
704437 Rfn. J. Porter won the diving competition. |
Moonhill 25Jul 0700 Reveille. Clear and warm.
738414 0930 Church Service at Gravenhurst.
Gravenhurst 1100 Church Service at Moonhlll. \ <
704437 | One of the loveliest days of the year, only men on duty remained in camp.
Moonhill 26Jul. 0600 Reveille., Weather cool, damp mist, overcast.
738414 0830 Gas chamber for all coys. to test respirators.
Gravenhurst ' 0900 3 Pl. field firing in Area.
704437 | 1830 Baseball - Burgess Hill =~ 12 Pield Regt. 13, Q.0,R. of C. 6 Y
J |
Moonhill 27JulJ 0600 Reveille. Weather fair, warm.
g384l4 f ' 0930  'Mine Circus' at Moonhill Camp for 'A' and 'C' Coys. b s
7giz§ghurstr f 1700 5 P1, left for Beachy Head to shoot on 28th. \
|
gBJulﬁ 832gf qufeille. Weather fair and warm - Visibility poor, misty.
By o : Plleft camp and proceeded to Bolney where they will train on assault course.
/18301 ' ot returned from Beachy Head.-~-could not shoot because of fog. \<““x_
ﬁ j aseball - N.8.R., vs. Q.0,R. of C. = Q.,0.,R, 20 - N.S5.R. 4.
29Jul|
29 ulgfggg gegiilleét'A' Coy back in camp at 0430 hrs., after night scheme.
11930 Lgctuﬁeat ernoon, baseball, swimming at Burgess Hill & Stroods
f oy oiofficers by Major S.M. Lett on Combined Ops. S
| ; anniversary of Bn, landing in England.
,BOJuIJgng ezfeille. Fair and warm.
| Coy. started forced marches 10 miles in 2 hrs. l
Nt ol

11900 |

Bn. ball game Q.0.R. of C, vs 8 R.C.A.M.C. - Q.0.R. of @. 19, R.C.A.M.C. 4,
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\

Reveille. Weather fair and warm, visibility good.
Training carried on all day. . < e ety
Physical training more intensive. Each company having daily peridds on the ;

seramble net and rope climbing.
Letters to Capt. Clough from Matron "Sunshine House" East Grinstead . Appendix 10
Appendix 11

Street Plan of Eastbourne

Lt.-Col.
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(/// BATTALION ORDIRS
BY |
MAJOR S.Ms LETT r
f/Commanding lst Bn, The Queen's Own Rifles of Canads _ %
Wl _ONE |
’ llA"
COMIIAND

During the absence of Lt,«C0l.

Bajor S,M, Lett is temporary detailed to command the
Bne 1n an acting capacity wee.r, 23 Jul '413,

Bde Order 56 d/23 Jul 43

Carts H.E. Dalton is granted the povers of a detachment
commander during the absence of M

ajor COOO Dﬂlton
from 26 Jul to 7 Augt43 inclusive. . .
NBN

All khaki and Green F.8, Caps are to have black buttons,
If present byttons are brass they will be blackened
forthwith, %Yoy 2 3/c's will g

mmediately arrange £
the blackening of said buttons 4 TS Ak

@
B3 e QUTINE - MOOHH

Breakfast = 0700 hrs 0730 hrs.
Dinnepr 1215 hrs 1230 hrs.
Teu 1700 hrs 4730 hra,

J:G, Sprasge on duty,

. s

2o

Saturday supper = 1630 hrs,
.Sunday'Breakfast 0730 hrs '0&00 ﬁréo

Dinnep o 1200 hrs 31230 hrs,
Tea 1630 hre < -

%o BAZION sTrengry QLfiers Other Ranks
. 24 July143 33 672

25 July 143 Wiy | (0 |
| ZzJuly'43 | - 2;?
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