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FIRTH VCOCD o72p B,H.Q. wWas established at the Road Junction the exerclse. € enced .
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li‘j_(_‘-‘.l.." e Curn | i ( 1 B 3110 5 XVI
Pield Return of Other anks Avpendix XVIEX
Field Return of 0Oililcers (Ppecial Incre c) Al dix XVIII
#ield Return of COther nanis (special Increment Appendix X1X
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> L)

At

es and adtivities.
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Willingdon |25July 0930 Exercise "Hareold"., Ordnance Survexy of England & Wales Map sheets 134-135 1/636360,
The marching tps moved from the Bn. S.P. The route was through Pevensey, Bexhill

& Hastings. Tpt. moved by a route which varied slightly from that of the marching ﬂbl

tps.
Bivouac 1710 The marching tps arrived in the area. Tpt having moved indeféndantly had arrived
: earlier. Rain made the start of Exercise "Hareld" unpleasant.

Area 254320
2130 Bde. 0. Greup.
2330 Bn. 0, Greup.

26 Jﬂly 0230 Revellle
0330 The C.0, with a small party left te recce amew area near NORTHIAM and at the

same time the marching tps began marching out.
Nr NORTHIAM 0600 The C.0. liaised wit the R.C.E. in the village of Northiam.
The C.0. leaised with the F.0.0, of the 12 Cdn. Fd. Arty. The Bn. carried out

264419 0900

normal bivouac duties and the carriers did Becce work south of ROLVENDEN M/R
283497, A prisener was taken & sent to Bde, This man was special 'I' perscnnel
whose ¢bject was to get captured in order to test the Intelligence in the

3rd Cdn. Div,
14¥5 The Bn. moved again for a new blvouac area. Tps

e ————
a

and'tpt-moved together,

GREAT EKNELLE 1515 B.H.Q. was established & companies moved to their positions in the area.,
292442 1430 C,0. & 1.0, attended Bde '0' Group.
1830 Bn., 0 Group.
1915 The C.0. with 1.0, and one 'I' Section man went forward to recce the approached |
to the enemy territory along the R, ROTHER. The Bn. had been given the takk of

corssing the river by assault boats during the night & attacking the ISLE OF
OXNEY which was held by the enemy.
2230 Bde, 0 Group. Orders for the river cppssing were cancelled & fresh orders fer a

move were issued,
FOUR OAKS 2400 The Tpt and marching tps, having met at this peint, moved off for a feint at

299426 272409 where the C.0, was to be met and fresh orders received,
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HORKNS CROSS ?7Jul 0139 The C.0. issued his orders and the tpt left followed immediately by the troops.
272409 The men had left GREAT KNELLE very lightly equlpped& for the river crossing and
owing to the sudden change in orders it had not been possible for them to get
to the tpt to get their haversacks and groundsheets. Steady rain fell all night
during the march which soaked the men but owing to the hardness of thelr pgysical
condition no ill effects were suffered except by the feet, Sodden boots & socks |
softened the hard skin of the feet which felt the wear & tear of the march. A :
larger number of men from Unitson the road ahead were passed asleep in the wet

grass beside the road, rolled up in thelr groundsheets.

LE RETTE 0715 The Bn, halted for breakfast.
[ The Tpt left with the troops to cover the final few miles to the new area,

1736 0815
BRIGHTLING 1030 The new area was occupled by the Bn. The men were billeted in stables for a short
1239 time but later Coys occupied positions and patrols started which continued all
day. A number of prisoners were brought in and it was found that the enemy on

the immediate front were the GREEN HOWARDS,

1630 Bde '0' Group.

213C Bde '0' Group.
Patrols continued active throughout the night but 1little was seen of the enemy,

SRR e

p8July 0400 Reveille

0430 Stand to

0530 Stand down, g
0545 Breakfast followed by a day of fighting patrols, prisoners taken, Intelligence ‘

work & repulsing the enemy's attempts to break through 'D' Coy which occppied

a position on the road in the central section of the Bn front at M/R 123397. Labp

1419 Bde 0 Group.
1600 Feod

1630 Bn 0 Group.
1730 The Bn was ready to move forward into the attack as reserve Bn, with R de Chaud.

on the left flank forward & the N,S.R. on the right forward, Forward progress
ance experienced by the forward Bns.

was held up owing to the strong enemy resist
th the roads as the axis of advance,

The attack was cast towards ROBERTSBRIDGE wi
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BRIGHTLING 28July 1730 The R de Chaud & Q.0.R. were on the left road & N.S.R. on the right, Enemy
- infiltration caused the road behind the Q.0.R. to be blocked but that trouble
was removed & access to the rear re-established, In the absence of the C.0, the
#21/c¢ commanded during this attack, bt ;
21?0 Bde 'O' Group. Orders were received for an imngdiate wlthdrawal to the alert, A l} £ -
recce party, present at this O Group, left at once for the new area. L
2315 The Tpt moved out followed by the marching troops. The weather had cleared and
was perfect with a three quarter moon te make night marchingeasier & pleasanter,

The Tpt arrived & was placed against the hedges of a large field.

RASH STREET 29Ju#y 0215
986315 0545 The troops arrived and were immediately given breakfast. Within a very short time
nearly all were asleep,
0815 The C.0. & 1.0, were called te a Bde '0' Group.
IOOP Bn 10! Group at which orders were given for the tpt to move to a Battle position en
the Sogth Downs a distance of about eight miles. Orders called for the Infantry
to follow,
1045 The Bn. left the area.
ROAD JUNCTION 1145 Antl tank guns attached to the Regt. engaged enemy Recce vehicles two of which

970315 were put out of action, This delayed the march and caused the tail of the
marching column to be late in crossing the lbhe of the railway which was timed for

not later than 1200 hrs.

1345 The C.0. was called to a meeting and the column came under command of Maj Grout,
BOSTAL HILL 1415 B.H.Q. was established. |
STH DOWNS 1545 The 2 1i/c left on a recce of the Bn positien with an 'I' Sect Corporal. Coy positions
were mapped, Patrols were sent out & remained active all night, From the high

ground 0.P's were &ble to command an excellent view of the gruund over which the A

enemy attack would come. His recce patrols were seen & contacted and a few /; :
priseners taken, In the evening an alarm of eneny air recce came through but
before his planes arrived thick fog enveloped the Downs hiding all positions ampletely.

The fog came suddenly from the Channel causing a perfect screen,

936229
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BOSTAL HILL|30July 0400 Reveille
04 Stand to.

05 Stand down.
0545 Breakfast followed by a day of patrols and eery active Intelligence work. Reports

from patrols and observers all aleong the front showed signs. 6f the enemy, Much

of the information was incorrect and misleading and the accurate reports, while [l“[‘
showing the enemy active on the right flank, falled to divulge information of his
whereabouts infront. The conclusion reached was that his F.,U,P. must be a line
well to the north of our positions and that his attack would come before or at
about first light. The weather remained clear and fine with a good moon,

1930 Bde '0' Group.
2030 Bn. '0! Group.

2215 Stand to.
2330 Stand down., The sound of gunfire was heard from NEWHAVEN a short distance to the

, South & brilliant flashes & searchlight beams were seen, This was found to have no

connedtion with "HAROLD" & was discovered to be the Coast Defence Batteries engaged
in target practice. An air raid alert was heard. Planes flying North passed
overhead & were engaged by A.A, fire, The all clear went seon after,

31July 0400 Sounds of fighting came from the East in the direction of the N.S.R. Rifle fire

* & Thunder flashes were heard and bril'iant flashes seen. It was evident that the
enemy in this secter were attacking up a draw on the right at the rear of the N.S,R.

| & in front of the R. de Chaud which, if they got through would bring them directly

| onte B,H.Q. of the Q.0.R. of C. This was his logical method & therefore expected.,

B In consequence the Bn, was steod to and very shotrly afterwards B.H.Q. was

‘ withdrawn to a position of greater safety further back in the Downs.

0430 Figures in some numbers were seen silhouetted against the 1lightening sky in the East,

moving in towards B.H.Q. This meant either the first infiltration by the enemy or

i the R de Chaud withdrawing. It proved to be the latter and very soon after the ﬁ&~l
i enemy streamed up from the draw and the position of B.H.Q. was overrun, There was

an unaccountable lack of Umpires. No decisions were given therefore but fer the
purpose of completing this "Set Plece" it was assumed t

hat the enemy had achieved
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0500

or went to sleep.

back to WILLINGDON,

success., The condition of the English troops was good., They had had a long march

to the point of Battle, s
start line to the Downs.
double with yells and cheers. The Canadlansknowling it to be a staged act blazed off

the ittle blank they had.
language by way of showing their disgust at having to submit, virtually

without any real resistance,

The attack ended and no definite news having been received men of both sides stood
in groups talking & arphihgg. As i8 grew light the English troops disappeared over
the side of the Downs & the Canadians got busy on breakfast, It was assumed, and
hoped, this marked the end of the exercise. Soon after the message "HAROLD
NEGATIVE" came in and B.H.Q. repaired to its original position where it cleamed up

103 The warning order was received and orders were given for preparation to move,
113 Tpt and the Advance Party moved off followed by the marching troops. The M.T. moved

ome claimed 0 miles, and had marched 10 miles from thelr
Yet when they finally came in to attack they did so on the

Tossed a few thunder flashes & then resorted to obscene

100 Brig. Blackader drove up and gave warning to stand by for a warning order to march £z>‘

across the

12449

153(¢
to billets.,

The marching troops crossed the Downs via JEVINGTON,
Tpt arrived back h Willingdon and the Advance Party prepared to take over the billets|,

The marching tps arrived back. The remainder of the day was spent in settling in

R. Cuckmere and via EXCEAT and FRISTON to EASTBOURNE,

Appendix XXV
Appendix XXV
Appendix XXV
Appendix XXI

Fleld Return of Officers

Field Retimn of Other Ranks

Field Return of Offrs (Special Increment)

Field Return of 0,R's (Special Incremqn})
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