DI ARY

of

N,

LIKUT, R.S..CASSELS
NOHTH-WEST FILLD FCORCE
1885



ARMY HYRN -
("01d Hundredm)

0 Lord of Hosts! Almighty King!
Behold the sacrifice we bring |

To every arm Thy strength impart,
Thy Spirit shed through every heart.

Be thou a pillared flame to show
The midnight snare, the silent foe;
And when the battle thunders loud,
Still guide us in its moving cloud.

From treason's rent, from murder's stain,
Guard Thou our flag till peace shall reign,
Till fort and field, %ill shore and sea,
Join our loud anthem, Praise to Thee.

0.W., Holmes

PARTING HYMN

Father of liercies, Heavenly friend,
We seek Thy gracious throne,

To Thee our faltering pravers ascend,
Our fainting hearts are known !

From blasts that chill, from suns that smite,

From every plague that harms;
In camp and warch, in siege and flight,
Protect our men-at-~arms }

Though from our darkened lives they take
What makes our life most dear,

We yield them for their country's sake
With no relenting tear.

Our blood their flowing veins will shed,
Their wounds our breasts will share;
0! save us from the woes we drezad,
Or grant us strength to bear!

Let each unhallowed cause that brings
The stern destroyer cease,

Thy flaming angel fold his wings,
And Seraphs whisper Peace!l

C.W. Helmes
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NORTH WEST REBELLION - 1885

DIARY

March 30th to July 23rd

ionday, 30th March

Today at 12,15 p.m. we steam slowly away from the
Union Station, sadly parting from our many friends but
soon regaining cheerfulness at the thought that work
lies before us. After the excitement and strain of the
past two days we appreciate the luxury of rest, and we
quietly settle down and make ourselves comfortable,
That is am conmfortable as we can in our very crowded
quarters. Much speculation is indulged in as to the
chances of the Rebellion collapsing before we reach the
North West and the general impression seems to be that
it will not be necessary for us to pass Winnipeg,

On our train are "C" Company Infantry School Corps -
80 men - under Major Smith, Mr. Wadmare and Mr. Sears
and our own G.0, contingent. We have been ordered to
bring 250 men only, but inspection by the Adjutant
discloses the fact that 23 extra men have smuggled
themselves on board, Our officers are as follows -
Col. ¥Muller, Major Allan, Surgeon Lesslie, Capt. and
Adjt. Delamere, Qr. Master Heakes, Capts. Brown,
Kertseman, Mc.Gee and McDonald, Lieuts. Fmlton, Hughes,
Brock, Cassels, Gunther, Scott, Lee and George.
The 10th Grenadiers contingent are to follow us on
another train. OCcl. Otter, in command of the Toronto
Erigade, comes with us. He appoints Sears his Brigade
lfa jor and Dr. Strange, Brigade Surgeon. We have also
on board reporters of the Globe and Mail and
Fr. Cunningham and Mr, Doucet, the latter a brother-in-
law of the General, and at present an engineer on the C.P.R.

I almost feel as if the last two days had been a dream.
At one o'clock on Saturday morning I am roused by the
Adjutant: told of the Duck Lake affair, and notified
that the Regiment is called out. After that one had
no time to collect one's thoughts. Scurrying from house
to house during the night warning the men, parading in the
morning and remaining in the drill shed till two: then
when orders reach us that 250 men only are required,



choosing the lucky ones and seeing to their proper
equipment: inspection in the evening by Col. Otter -

no time is left on the 3aturday certainly for one's own
affairs, Sunday is somewhat quieter, but much remains

to be done. The parade for distribution of tuques,
mufflers and underclothing, takes much time, and then
odd matters remain to be looked after, sc that on this
day too, one is allowed no rest, and today oif course,
until we reach our train we do not even try to think of
anything. DNow I can analyze my feelings about this
affair, and I came to the conclusion that I am very lucky
to have the chance to go. Naturally one feels a little
troubled at leaving one's friends in this indefinite way,
but change is pleasant and one is sure to see something
worth seeing, and then with so many good fellows with one,

loneliness is scarcely to be feared,

The first thing that rouses us after we leave Toronto
is the sight of the Yorkville station., We rush out here
and have a glimpse at several friends. After this we
have an uneventful run to Peterborough, reaching that
place about four. We find here a Guard of Honour drawn
up at the station, and as we pass they salute and cheer us.

Heavy sleet and rain all day and little to be seen.

About 11 p.m. we reach Carleton junction and here
have supper, much to our gratification. BEach man has
brought a certain amount of provender with him but cold
snacks do not properly take the place of our accustomed
hot meals. The accommodation at Carleton is limited
and the men are fed in relays so that much time is
consuned in the process of counsumption. The officers
wailt till the last. I am in luck and get on the soft
side of a pretty waiting glrl who gives me eight cups of
very good coffee without a murmur.

At Carleton I have the very great pleasure of a chat
with *rs. Blake, She has come down from Ottawa with
Kr, Beaty and Mr, Mulock to say good-bye and presents us
with a flag., The Grenadiers catch up to us at Carleton,
but we leave before them.

Tuesday, 31st March

We leave Carleton junction about 2 this morning and
turn in at once. M"Turn in" means literally "tuwrn in"
for unless we do that and curl ourselves up in almost
inconcelwable attitudes, sleep is an impossibility.
We manage to rest however to a by no means unsatisiactory

gxtent.
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Barly in the afterncon we reach Mattawa and are
furnished with a very good dinner. Then we are allowed
an hour or two to stretch our legs and wander up, to and
through the village - a most beautiful place it is.

The stores of the nhamlet do a thriving trade - moccasins -
"Creefee" and Indian are purchased in quantities and
everything in the shape oI canned stuff eagerly bought up.
As we are about to leave the station, Major Allan discovers
that he has lost his purse and a large sum of money, and
recains behind to look for it, intending to come on with
the Grenadiers whose train comes in as we depart,

We see now some very wild but very beautiful
scenery - much like that of the lower St. Lawrence.
The River -~ snow covered now - winds near us on one side
and the steep rocky hills rise beside us on the other -
every here and there we pass a patch of brulee, and then
the resemblance to the Murray Bay wildnesses strikes us
more forcibly still. Ye see no good timber near the
railway: it 1s, we are told at Mattawa, all some distance
from the line, Tonight it is very cold, clear and bright.
The moon-light snow and waving pine trees afford us
material for poetic fancies. The men who are in too good
spirits to be poetically inclined, amuse themselves by
drafting resulations for their proper government, while on
board, and then systematically break their own regulations
in order to have the fun of being tried, condemned and
punished (if possible) in some absurd and ingenious way,
the judge being responsible for the procedure and punishment,

Wednesday, lst April

We reach Biscotasing about two this morning,
bitterly cold and very hungry. We are soon warmed and
fed however, and find that we have fallen among anything
but thieves. I and some other oificers are looked after
by a Mr. denaud, a C.P.R. engineer, and a nephew of
Mr, A,H, Campbell. He is kindness itself and we
thoroughly appreciate his attentions.

Biscotasing - the word means clear water - is the
last station on the regular line of railway and is the
nead-quarters of the construction department, Here during
the winter the C.,P.R. have had empoyed some six thousand
men: all have lived in tents. This seems almost
incredible when one knows that the mercury frequently
freezes in this region, but so it is. Even at this date
we feel the cold greatly and the thermometer is we find

well below zero.

We leave Biscotasing about four and make a station
called Lake Nemagosenda about 11,30. Here there are ohly
one or two log shanties.
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We are given by the occupants sone hot tea which is as
the post says, "grateful and comforting".

After this we run slowly all day and about seven
reach Dog Lake where we are given supper in the navvies
shanties. This supper is a delightful experience and
to most of us the first taste of real bush life,

The low-ceilinged rough log cabin looks quaint and
confortable: good things abound: appetites are not
wanting: that meal is a thing to read about. iany are
anxious to enter the employment of the C.P.R. but we are
warned that not always does the "board" groan beneath its
load of delicacies as it does today and we refrain.

For the present however we enjoy ourselves and why should
we not when to "occupy" and amuse us we have tea, coffee,
milk (condensed), sugar, beef, aalmon, lobster, mackerel,
(all canned of course) and salt pork: tomatoes, corn,
beans, peaches and apples, and bread and cakes,

At Dog Lake, Major Allan joins us. He has found his
money: we at first congratulate him on his good luck and
eagerly ask what means he took to trace that which was lost,
Strange to say he does not seem eager to enlighten us,
Inquiry from outside sources reveals the fact that after
two hours earnest and enthusiastic search, much forcible
languate and many offers of noble rewards, the missing
purse was discovered by the gallant major himself in

"the other pocket"®,

After supper we go by rail four miles to the end
of the track. We have before us a break of fifty~one
miles and are to drive this distance in sleighs, Fifty-
five teams awalt us, but these are not enough and rmuch of
our luggage has to be left behind in charge of a rear-
guard of eighteen men under Lieuts Gunther, Ve are much
delayed in getting away but at last we are safely stowed
and start about 11 p.m, The 10th remain at Dog Lake

waiting for teams expected every hour,

Thursday, 2nd April

We drove all last night through a very wild and
beautiful country. The bright monnlight enabled us to
fully appreciate the features of the scene and very
exciting our experience was. Most of the time we drove
along the line of railway - the right of way -~ as it is
called, but very often we plunged into gloomy impassable
looking forests. The road in most places very rough,
though we meet with no mishaps. The cold is very trying
and renders sleep quite impossible; every now and then
one 1s forced to take a smart run to keep one's very
marrow from freezing, A4t some unearthly hour in the
morning we stopped at a small camp, and some of the lucky
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ones secured a cup of tea, but it was not till eight this
morning after a drive of thirty-five miles that we had a
chance to rest and warm ourselves., Our haven was Magpie
Lake where there is a large camp. Here we had a fairly
good breakfast, much th same in style as our supper of
the evening before; the accommodation is more limited
however, and we are therefore not so comfortable,

About eleven we leave Magpie Lake and after a most
delightful drive of five hours we reach the track again,
at a place hereafter to be known to fame as Camp
Desolation. The day is very bright and fine and we
thoroughly enjoy our sixteen miles by day-light.

Not to mention the scenery which always charms and
pleases, we have the excitement of making our way over

a very rough and very much drifted road. Upsets are a
thing of constant occurrence but are a source of nothing

but amusement, and howls of delight rise from the
expectant onlookers as some subtle snowbank claims its

unwary victims., In our sleigh are Major Allan,

Capt. Brown, Hughes and myself, and we are very fortunate.
We are driven by the chanmpion zehu of the district =
Angus McKinnon by name - a most amusing character.

Quite a lad ~ very Scotch -~ in fact almost unable to
speak English - and very quaint in his speech and actions.
H e has, as have all the other teamsters, a thorough
command of the intricacies of the English "swear words"
these he uses with a startling frequencyrand forcibleness,
but it is but a gentle failing. The teamsters as a rule
are a very rough lot, of all nations and kindred: many
Swedes, Finlanders, tfrench, in fact, as a foreman told me,
there are plenty of every nationality but Christians.

The horses are very fine willing beasts, marvellously

strong and sure footed.

We see no game at all during our drive. Deer are
p lentiful near Mattawa but we run across none. I,
dreaming of grizzlies and dear knows what not, ask an
intelligent native at Magpie Lake this morning if there
is any game to be had - "Oh yes, sir™ replies the I.N.

"we mostly plays poker',

At Camp Desolation no train awaits us as we expected

and we stand shivering and hungry for three hours before

the cars arrive and then we find that we have to ride
one hundred and seven miles in open flat caps. Thers is
no help for it and we pack in as best we may. kach man
has but one thin government blanket, and prepares for a
cold night, but none of us exp ect what we unfortunately

have to go through.
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Friday, 3rd April

The horrors of last night are simply indescribable.
We leav¥e Camp Desolation about seven rather cold and
very hungry, but for some time we enjoy ourselves falrly
well. The mode of progression is to say the least of it
somewhat novel: the sleepers are merely laid on the snow
un-ballasted and unlevelled: sometimes we seem to be
plunging down veritable precipices so steep are the grades,
and at all times oscillatiocn is so violent that one
momentarily expects the car to leave the track bodily.
Soon, however, we find that it is becoming too cold to
allow any interest to be taken in anything but the
question of how not to freeze, and even that question,
in spite of the vigorous efforts of some of the more
cheerful and pluckier spirits to keep the menl!s courage
up, ceases ere long to bother our poor despondent fellows.
The thermometer by actual observation goes down to five
below zerc: the wind is biting: our cramped quarters
render movement of any kind impossible, and at last we
simply make up our minds to freeze. Jock IcLennan,
who has been the life of No, 4 so far, works hard, but
when as a last sally he rings up His Satanic Majesty,
informs him that a collection of thirty-one cents has
been taken up for His Majesty's excheguer, and begs him
to turn on the hot tube for fifteen minutes, and is then
not rewarded with a laugh, he too curls up and prepares
to die., All things have an end. About 2.30 a.m. we
reach a camp called Heron Bay ninety miles from Camp
Desolation and have a meal. I was about to say
breakfast but it is really the dinner of the day before
yesterday. Many of our poor fellows have to be lifted
out of the cars, so stiff with cold are they, but warmth
and food soon revive then, and their troubles are no
sooner over than they are forgotten, Only two or three
men wonderful to say, are much the worse for the experience

of the night,

We leave Heron Bay about six, refreshed and cheerful,
and soon catch our first glimpse of Lake Superior.
A run of an hour and a half brings us to Port Munro,
seventeen miles from Heron Bay, and here we find the
second break in the track, one of eighteen miles and
across this we are to march, At Port Munro we have a
wonderful view, everything looks bright in the morning sun
and the grand hills and distant lake make for us a scene of
great beauty. The work of disembarkation proceeds rapidly.
Lach company as it is ready marches off. "C" School leading-
then No. 1 and so on. At the camp on the lake shore we are
given some sandwiches, cakes and coffee and then vigorously
begin our tramp. Our Company - No. 1 - starts at noon
exactly, and we make the eighteen miles in six hours and a
half; very good time it is too, over heavy roads and with
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arms and accoutrements-as a load: mereover we have no
stragglers: this performance makes me fegl that T have
been lucky in being assigned to No. 1 evidently good
stufi. Our road skirts along the shore of the lake,
and we have grand stretches of scenery. Hagnificent
rocks rise beside us, and ev.ry now and then we gaze on
" fantastic creations in pure clear ice, the result of the

spray of the Autumn waves,

We reach the track at a place called McKellar'sh
Harbour, and as a train iswaiting for us, the staff
70" School and Companies 1 and 2 run down at once to
Jack Fish Bay, a large settlement seven miles distant.
Companies 3 and 4 are to follow. We have a very good
supper at Jack Fish and then are turned in to a large
ernpty warchouse for the night - and it is a night of
luxury.

Saturdav, 4th April

We rise this morning much the better for our
night's rest, the first we have had since we left Toroato,
but we scarcely know each other so terribly buraned and
swollen are our faces: the scorching sun and bitter winds
have a very distressing effect.

Our unfortunate comrades of numbers 3 and 4 do not
reach Jack Fish till thie morning. The train revurning
for them runs off the track and they spend a most
niserable night in the open.

Wle prepare for another march today across the third
break - twenty-three miles - but fortunately enouzh sleighs
are on hand to furnish accomnodation for us all and we
drive instead., "C" 3chool and Humbers 1 and 2 start soon
after breakfast, the other two companies remain behind to
rest awhile, i

1 We reach track at a place called Waiston's Landing:
there is no train ready for us and we shiver for four
mortal hours, most of the time exXposed to a sleety rain.,
i@ep the welcome whistle is heard, the train comes in
Signt, and with little delay we embark and run down to
venay's Harbour, seven miles. It is dark when we reach
tals place and snowing hard: no arrangewents have )
apparently been made for our food or shelter and often
wandeylng aimlessly around for what seems an eternity, we
are thrust into the damp dirty hold of a propeller for the
night, that is most of the men are: a few of the men and
%early ?ll the pfficers ars put up at the C.P.R. hospital.
f&ingogugr in cngrge,‘ﬁrmstrong, is most kind. The meal
Looussned us tonight is most miserable, but we are too
vired and heart-sore to grunble, ’
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Sunday, 5th April -

T had a most delightful sleep last night, occupylng
one of the hospital cots, and am myself again today.
Humbers 3 and L join us this morning early, %ng gll are
ready to leave kcKay's Harbour, the most wrebgneéjhole we
have been in yet. We miss Doucet today and find he has
remained at Jack Fish where he is stationed.

We leave McKay!s Harbour about ten, two men short,
Beaumont of H. Co. with congestion o I the lungs and
another man with something of the same sort, remaln ln
hospital.

The day is bright and warn, and the open cars enable
us to see properly the very beaut;ful country we are
assing through, for by far the finest scenery on the
%orth ®shore meéts us here, On the railway 1us§lf.are
many points of interest = deep cuttlngs - over naning
rocks - long tunnels - one appreciates the difficulties
of construction of a line in sucn a country.

This is our first Sunday out, and we observe the day
by singing vigorously and with fine effect many of our
good old hvrns. lMore than gne heart feels sore and sad
a% Ehe thought of the dear friends and the peaceful Easter
at home.

& very enjoyable run of forty-seven miles brings us
to the Nipigon and to our fourth and last break. We .
leave the cars at two and make "Hed Rock™ on the West side
of the Nipigon, nine miles distant, at half past Iive,
bad roads aand neav% loads_account for the slow tine,
We get a telegram here telling us that all is well at hoine,
and that things are still looﬁlng bad in the North ¥West,
That satisfies us, we shall be wanted after all.,

A train awaits us at iled Rock but the quarters are
altogether too cramped - in many cases six men being
crowded in one double seat. Iiore cars are promised at
Port Arthur and we are content to wait. Our baggage is
some hours behind, owing to lack of transport and we lie
guietly at Zed Hock all evening.

The men are akle to compare notes about the marches
and the question of the most suitable foot-gear for this
kind of peculiar state of affalrs is vehemently discusszed.
Nearly all agree however, that the ordinary lace boot, with
two pair of socks is the best for the walk: the eagerly
sought for beefees, wmoccasins and rubber boots, have proved
of little use. The slush in the day time wets one's feet
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in boots to be sure, -but the cold at night does not, when
in them, affect one so much. Luxury however, consists
in Indian moccasins with india-rubbers over them,

We enjoy a magnificent sunset this evening, and see
the famous bay of the Nipigon in all its glory - very very
beautiful it is: one can scarcely imagine how lovely it
must be in sumner,

ttonday, 6th April

We leave Hed Hock sometime this morning early and
reach Port Arthur, sixty-six miles distant, about six,
The citizens wish to gilve us a breakfast here, but the
Colonel is anxious to push on, and declines the invitation.
We stop only a few minutes while some more cars are put on.
We are actually treasted to the luxury of a Pullman - most
unheard of, may unthought of, comfort.

At Port Arthur we get papers - Winnipeg papers -
as late as 4th inst. No news in them of importance but
things look serious and we see there is no chance of being
turned back at Winnipeg.

Shortly after leaving Port Arthur we see running near
the track, or rather we see a wnite line which we are told
is the far famed Kaministiquia, a very beautiful stream
they say in summer and we can well believe it,

At s small station called Savanne seventy-iive miles
from Port Arthur a chort stoppage is made, and we ofrlicers
manage to secure some cake and coffee., GCake and cofiee of
a very superior order too. The conductor tells us that
this is considered the best eating house on the C.P.X.
between Port drthur and the Rockies, and Jjudging by what
we obbained, takine the proprietor as we did by surprise,
the reputation is not undeserved.

411 day we run through a desolate and dreary country,
and about half past seven reach Hot Portage the motoricus.
The officers drive up to the Rideout Hotel and have supper,
bottled ale at {ifty cents per bottle the chief luxury.

The men are not allowed to leave the cars, much Lo the
disgust no doubt of mine host of the iideocut, and to thelr
own, but they perforce content themselves with such scraps
of grog as they still have on hand. It is too late to see
anything of the place, the mud is tested however in a brave
attempt to struggle from the hotel to the stationj; the bus
having departed before some parting ceremonies could be
satisfactorily attended to by some energetic young officers.
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Soon after leaving Hot Portage, Gus Wanbton makes his
appearance, having run down from Winnipeg on a special.
He brings with him a few letters and certain welcone
creature comforts. DSong and mirth are indulged in for
some hours; musical talent is unearthed (Ir., Cunningham
sings for us most sweetly dear old "innie Laurie®) and
after a pleasant evening we turn in for a comfortable
night's rest,.

Tuesday, 7th April

We wake about 6 a.m. after a delizghtful night's
rest in the Pullman and find ourselves in Winnipeg, a
miserable cold raw windy morning it is and e verything
looks desolate. The men are marched off to various
hotels for breskfast and then dismissed, for the day
with instructions to be at the station at 4 p.m.;
evidently we are not to delay here. The ofiicers go in
a body to "Leland's" and the way the viands are finished
is a caution, the walters stand aghast. We have not had
a2 civilized meal however for eight days - indeed have had

only eleven meals of any kind in that time - and our good
appetites are not to be wondered at,

After breakfast Harry Brock and I are taken in
charge by J.D. Cameron and Robinson. They gently
remark that we might be the better of a bath; I in theory
quite agree with them - water has not touched me since I
left foronto but feel a natural reluctance to removing the
covering of grime that has stood by me so faithfully.
However persuaded by them I indulge in socap and hot water
and have to counfess that a certain accession of comfort
has been derived from the cleansing process. 1ly perscnal

‘appearance is certainly however not improved: the

unaccustoned luxury of a wash is too much for my sunburnt
complexion and I emerge with my face scarcely recognizable -
hardly enough skin left in fact to keep the patches together,

The first person I run across is my worthy Aunt Soph,
and under her able guidance I do Winnipeg thorcughly,
inspect every shop in the place, handle and price (but fail
to buy) everv article in each: am introduced to every man,
woman and child in the borough, the living creature my
estimable fiunt does not know I have yet to discover,

I am very much surprised and very much pleased to meetb
Kiss LEvelyn Galt. She has just come up {rom Montreal and
gives me late news of my pecople. Call on &rs, Mulock -
find her in the midst of moving and she advises me To lunch
with Willie at the Club and this I have the pleasure of
doing. After lunch have an hour or two to myself and
afswer one or (wo letters that have reached me here, then
go quietly dovm t¢ the station. OSee any number of fellows
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I know and every one is-only too kind. ‘“he men all

turn up in cood tine charmed with Winnipeg and its
inhabitants. Here they laugh at the idea of our having
to do anytning and say tne people of Ontario are much
more excited about this farcical rebellion than they are.
The station is crowded with people anxicus to see us off,
and we depart about five amid the hearty cheers of the
assembled crowd, Willie Fulock and iirs, Mulock with great
kindness send for Harry [ickle, Hume and myself two large
baskets of provision - a very welcome supply - and Cameron,
Bowen and Robinson give us guantities of frult and reading
material.

Very soon we see before us the often heard of
prairie and peculiar is the efiect the flrst sight of it
has: miles and miles as far as eye can reach of dreary
yvellow flatness - no bush - no tree - no house to break
the monotonous dead level., ‘We are told that this is
p rairie at its worst and we are only too willing to
believe it.

About seven we stop at Portage la Prairie, only for
a few minutes however to take in water. A miserable
looking place it is and I pity Harry and 4dele as I think
of the years spent by them in it, After leaving Portage
we have a very good concert in No. 4 Company's car.
The Brigadier and all the officers put in an appearance
and we have soire capital choruses, speeches and solos,
we are told that we are to have sonething to eat when we
reach Brandon and anxiously wait for the happy mowment of
appival, It comes at last, but not till half past ten.
It is too late of course to see anything of this, as we
are told, very pretty place. Je do have so.ething to
eat however; the cars are invaded b, the sprightly
damsels of tne hamlet armed with steaming jugs of cofiee
and bags of tempting cakes and the delicacies aided by

the charus of the fair donors, cuite soften the hearts of

our wax warn warriors. Much necessarily repid flirtation
is indulged in, the gey young Hajor as usual distinguishing
himself, the fzlse and malicious designation of him as a
married man by an envious rival havinzg no effect in the
way of stopyoing his victorious carecer, A tour of the
cars after Brandon is left benind shows that the boys
have done fair execcuclon, Hibbons thal have doubtless
figured in many a previous bun fisht, handkercniefls that
have certainly seen better days, wave now triumphahntly

on rany an unaccustomed manly bosom. The order isto
turn in as hard work may lie before us on the morrow, and
guiet soon settles on the scene of the erst-while revelry.
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Wednesday, Sth April

Qu'tiAppelle Station - Troy as it is properly czlled -
we nake early in the morring, and after a short delay we
disembark in heavy marching order, march to a coavenient
piece of prairie and pitch our tents. This of course
for the first tire and the work so novel is slowly done.
nowever at last no further dressing and shouting remain
to be indulged in, the canvas is hoisted, pegs driven,
gu=-ropes tightened and our abodes are ready. The next
thing to be locked after is grog. ¥We have no means of
cooking anything - cur camp equivage being with the rear-
guard, and we perforce content curselves with the simple
Government ration of hard biscuit and corn beef: the
first introduction to tne former luxury for most of us.
I recognize at once an old JQuebec Lriend.

At Qu'tlppelle we find "B" Battery - Hajor Short in
command - waiting for us., YAM" Battery and the 90th are
with the Ceneral at Touchwood Hills, We it seems are
to go West and work up to Battleford p robably,

"0 School leaves us today. The Right Hall Co. under
Iajor Smith, with Scott ¢f "Ours" attached are to Jjoin
the CGeneral, the Left Half Co. under ir., Wodmore,
Harry Brock with him, leave by rail for a place called
Swift Current some distance West, where there is'a
large gquantity of supplies,

I am on duty and am up all night., It 1s quite
impossible to keep warm and even in the tents the men
seem to suffer severely; a chorus of coughing most
distressing to hear is kept up with monotonous persistence,

Thursday, 9th dpril

The morning dawns bright and clear and soon genial
warmth dispels the gloom and stifiness of the night.
A hasty breakfast is indulged in and then all hands are
ordered out for drill, skirmishing the chiefl attraction.
The Grenadiers arrive in the morning, but are pushed on at
once to join the General, leaving Ju'hppelle in waggons.
Cur long last rear guard rejoins us and is warmly welcomed
as 1s also our baggage. Cooking can now be indulged in.
The Company of Guards from Ottawa came up with the 10th
and camp beside us; a tidy looking lot of fellows they
are under the command of Capt. Todd and Gray, my old-time
friend, the first lieutenant. A new brigade is formed
today - "B" Battery Guards - "C" School and ourselves
and a very handy little force it will make., IHutton is
today appointed Erigade Quarter liaster and leaves us for
the staff: so that we are beccming very short of officers.
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4 mail reaches us today but I sad to savy am not
remembered,

iJe see Boulton's Scouts - the "Cow-Eoy Prigade®
today. They dress in white helmets, brown duck shooting
Jackets, corduroys and tops and a very serviceable looking
set they are; most of them we find are young IZnglishmen
and the majority are gentlemen.

Friday, 10th April

Last night was again bitterly cold, it seems
impossible to keep warm and sleep is a mere farce.
e now each have a double and single blanket but this
seens to be gquite insufficient to engender any warmth in
our miserable shivering carcasses. The morning is bright
and warm and a brisk bout of skirmishing pulls us together,

We get orders to leave this afternocon for Swift
Current and after dinner strike out tents and prepare to
embark., Our train is ready about five and we get off
without delay, not sorry to see the last of Qu'ippelle,
at any rate for the present. It is a beautiful place
lying quietly in the valley surrounded by rolling prairie,
but we have teen anything but comfortable during our stay
here, aalf frozen and i1l fed. K ost of the officers and
many of tne nen have been taking their meals at one of the
three hotels (so called) the settlement boasts of, butb
three times fifty cents each day makes a great inroad
into our scanty means.

About dusk we approach Regina the capital of the
great Horth West and a sweet looking capital it is;
lying low in a miserable half swanp, half prairie the
scattered wooden shanties look most forlorn in the
gathering gloam and falling snow, and we pass on with no
reluctance, At the station I see for a minute White and
Roderick Iclean,

Supper is promised at a place called :o00sejaw - and
"some one™ is deputed to telegraph to have preparations
duly made. A rush into the licosejaw station dining hall
on our arrival makes us at once realize that "scme one"
the indefinite has as usual blundered; no sizzling
sausages or savoury steak awailt the ardent attack of the
hungry horde and we return sad and supperless to the
friendly snelter of our car. Here we content ourselves
as best we may with the faithful corn beef and hard-tack,
some unwary spirits washing down this dry provender with
libations of a concoction hitherto, thank God, unknown Go
us, called Midoosejaw Hop Beer™, The unfortunate partekers
of this vile Beverage pass a nignt of uneasiness - nay
even agony.

- 13 -



Saturday, Llth April -

We enjoy a night of warmth and comfort in the cars
and pitch camg in the early morning close to the railway.
"M School have taken up their quarters in the station,
Swift Current is a very small place merely a railway depot
in fact, with a few stores and houses. A few davs ago
the place was raided by Indians who helped themselves to
anything and everything that pleased them. The country
is very wretched near here, no wood or water. Water for
drinking purposes is brought in tanks by rail from Calgzary
three hundred miles to the West. Camped here waiting for
us are about one hundred rounted Police under Colonel Herchmer,
and we now learn definitely that our destination is Battleford.
That place is almost due North and about two hundred miles
distant; the trip there is not likely to be pleasant.
We bring with us from Qu'hppelle some fifty waggons and
the necessary nurber of horses, these teams will carry
our supplies.

After dinner we have Battalion Drill and when this
is over Harry and I have a grand run of some six or seven
miles over the Prairie, We see numbers of buffalo skulls,
and try our revolvers at these very enticing targets but
see none of the living animals: %the last buffalc in the
country was killed we are told last summer. e find
great nwnbers of most beautiful purple crocus; it seems
almost impossible that flowers should bloom in weather
such as we are having. On our way back to camp we run
across a small turf built stockade and the ingenious
and romantic Harry at once weaves a blood curdling tale
in connection therewith.

The 65th of nontreal pass in the afternoon en route
to Calgary.

Sunday, 12th April

We have last night another cold experience, but we
are now beginning to be accustomed to the slight
inconvenience of frozen toes, and do not allow trifles
of this kind to interfere with cur night'!s rest.

Barly this morning Colonel Ctter comes up Irom
Qu'thppelle and with him came "B" Battery and the Guards.
Also Capt. Howard of the United States FMilitia and in his
charge two Gatling guns. These curious implements of
destruction we inspect with interest, and their trial is
watched eagerly., A few rounds are fired at some duck
on a distant pond - no execution is done apparently, but
the rapidity of fire shows us how very deadly aweapon
cf this kind might be on proper occasions; we want now
to see one tried on the Indians; Irom what we hear they
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‘seem to have definitely risen and we shall probably
have some hard work before they are auleted again.

We have service this morning and very pleasant and
rruch appreciated it is. Acheson officlabes and cuts
the service rather short giving us however numerous hymns,

We get orders today to be ready to start in the
morning, and three or four of us determine to make an
effortto have one civilized meal before we start,

Je accordingly visit the station dining Hall, and loudly
c¢all for the best the houss affords, The board is
coldly furnished forth with fat pork and "apple sass",
but thanks to the gentle divinity who presides over the
genlal tea-tray we enjoy ourselves, getting however as a
baser nature cynically remarks, forty cents worth of
stile and only ten cents worth of apper,

tonday, 13th April 1885

I was on duty and up all night. The weather was
much milder thanks to a welcome southerly wind, and I
was comparatively comfortable., One has lots of time for
meditation during these lonely midnight watches and one's
thoughts are apt to take on a rather sad tinge; induced
thereto not alone by the natural gloominess of the large
dark night but also to no slight extent by the musicslly
melancholy circumambient MALL is well" of the mournful

voiced cihain of sentries.

The "Rouse™ sounds at 4 a.m, and we make an early
start, "C" Scheol in advance, next the Artillery and then
ourselves. e have an easy march of twelve miles and
pitch camp near a small slough, that is pond, 'The weather
is milder and the men are happy. One or two rather
footsore however already.

fuvesdav, lhth doril

Last night we slep t without disturbance and today
start at 6.30 in the cold gray dawn, and make a fairly
zood stretch of eighteen miles. The Gueent's Own are
first today and Ho, 1 forms the Advance Guard. For the
present owing to want of officers I have been transferred
from No. 1 to ilo. IV, 4s soon as the sun rises the men
find marching hard work, and weary warwm and way worn we
zladly reach the welcome banks of the Saskatchewan.

Near the river we pass through a wonderful defile, winding
in a most extraordinary way through steep sandy hills;
trouble was feared here but fortunately we get through
without wmolestation. %e also pass tcday a deserted

Indian encampment, and here we see "buried™ so to speak,
but really fastened to the branch of a small tree, a little
Indian babv.
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: We can Ifind nothing-to breazk the wonotony of the
march today but a not over exciting ohservation of the
antics of the Ambulance lule, This is a purchase of

the surgeon's and very proud he is of the turn out.

To the heretical mind the resenblance to a costermonger's
equipage is very marked; +the mongrel pie-bzld pony;

the little red-wheeled green cart; and - well the

natty (?) corporsl to whose care was consigned this

precious pill purveying "nocturne in all colours™ might
Teel hurt il the comparison were pushed any further,

At the River we meet the Police once more: they caame
here ahead of us a day or two ago to see if the coast was
clear and are to act as scouts in the future., They have
with them one of the famous FHountain Howitzers, a very
handy looking lititle gun it is. A brass seven pounder
and welghing only carrisge and all some four hundred pounds.

Towards dusk much excitenent is caused by the
announcemnent that some figures can be seen on one of
the distant hills: we at once conclude that our Indian
friends are taking o bservations, as there are no settlers
in this part of the country. The gallant captain and
senior subaltern of No. 1 Torm themselves into a
reconnoitreing party, rake a bold sally and approach
the disturbers. It is found that taey are nothing
more than certain teamsters who have wandered somewhat
too far from camp. Yeamsters are very objectlionable,
and under certain circumstances, especlally if taken
internally are absolutely fatal, but when kxept at a
reasonable distance are not iwnediately dangerous,
tuaereiore we camp ieeling comparatively secure,

This evening we have some very good songs: Lhe new
selections of the Guards being particularly acceptable.
The Bugle Land too inflect what they are pleased to term
nusic upon us: now the Bugle land know about as much
about time and tune as a cat does of Phrenology, and the
result of btneir wrestlings with any unfortunate inoffending
air is better imagined than described. YWe can only
devoutly prey thet the infernal "rheumatic" (chromatic)
attachments may, by some kind dispensation of Providence,
disappear, and that freed from the burdens and responsibilities
of a career that is too much for it, the Band may dissolve
into a uweseful individuality of blowiful buzlers.

Fron Swift Current o the River we pass tunrough a
riiserable dry sandy, literally dessert country, not a
tree or bush to be seen: here there are a few withered
wplar trees, but nothing to justify the oft heard
appellation of ™well wooded® applied to the Banks enelosing
the "fertile"valley of the Saskatchewan.
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Hednesday, 15th April

Last night pasgses without any alarm. This morning
it 1s cold, raw and foggy and we are for a time miserable,
Soon the sun makes his presence felt however, and
everything is lovely. After breakfast Harry and I take
advantage of the genial warmth and wash ourselves and
sdme of our imnediaste belonginzs, earning in that
interesting process at Nortn West prices, one deollar
and twenty cents. Then we walk down to the river and
watch with interest the process of tranmsporting supplies
to the North Bank. Slow is the progress made,

The River - the South Branch of the 3Saskatchewan - is
here sone three hundred yards wide, and as 1ts name
"M3wift Current!) dencbes, extre.ely rapid. 4 steamer
has been brought to the crossing and is actively engaged
1n making passages across, buv each trip consumes much
tinme. The steamer i1tself, the ilorthcote, is a uost
peculiar craft: i1s in fact merely an immense flat-
bobtomed scow (she draws only two feet of water) with

a little machinery and some cabins: a large wheel at
the stern is the propelling instrument. The current
and wind render steering a very difficult task and we
are told that if the wind rises much mcre, as 1t threatens
to do, operations will hawe to be suspended. the Police
and a large portion of tane supplies are taken across,
but in the arternoon the wind comes, and nothing further
can be done. We grumble much at the delay and to put
us in better humour we have to endure a pelting storm
of rain for at least two nours. This afternoon we
search for specimens of petrified wood, and many very
good pieces are found, the Colonel being especially
fortunate. All along the river there are, we are told,
guantities of petriiaction.

In the evening the men have an elaborate concert,
and interspersed with the son s, are several capltal
speeches, the burden of which is compleaint agzinst the
grub. Pork, teans and hard-tack are very delightiul
ant certainly whatever gy be thne case now when we are
in the wilds, we night certainly have had something better
when we were on & line of railway and in a well settled
district. :he articles formins the mainstay of our
daily diet are so far appreciated at any rate as to be
called upon tolend thelr names to various poriions of
our encampnent, and we rejoice in the possession of a
"Pork Alley", Milarad Tack Terrace”,"Sean Lane™ and
other equally suprtonious localities,
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Lhursday, 16th adril

e have a most miserably cold night and T wake in
in the wmorning, or ratier rise Tor sleep has been an
impossibility, to find fully an inch of ice on the water
pail in our tent. This is rather too much.

It is still blowing a zale and nothing can be done
till evening: a lull comes then, and the artillery
manage to Cross.

In the evening we have a little sccizl reunion
in the Colonelt's tent. Colonel Otter comes in and
several ol the stafr, Songs are indulged in, bub
tonlght we wiss the sweet veoice of ..r, Cunningham, whom
we left at Swilft Current on his way to the Rockies,

I meelt tonight Captain Howard, and have a long chat with
him; he seems a decent fellow but a typical Yanl,

H e tells me he is not cowming any further with us, but
is to wailt here for the iidland Batn., and go with thenm
by River to join the General. We are all amazed at
Colonel H erchmert!s conduct tonight. e, probably with
the best intentions in the world, undertakes to read us
a lecture, on the proper exercise of discipline in a
Volunteer Regiment ninting very plainly that our men
are allowed too muach liberty. ‘e do nolt apsraciate
his entirely uncalled for, and to say the least of it,
not over polite criticism of his hosts, Our men are

a fine willing lot of fellows, and friends that one
knows intimately are not to be ordered about like a
parcel of slaves.

e
T

Friday, 17tnh April

g

Another wretched night, but voday the wind nas
fallen and the prospect of an advence restores our
cneerfulness. #e cross the Ziver early in the
morning and pitch our tents on the North Shore sbout
five hundred vards from the idiver.

A large supply train came in yesterday and brought
us a wail. I got nothing and was disconsolate. This
is our first mail since leaving “u'ippelle,

We have now a larse number of teamsters with us -
some two hundred in all. They look upon the Rebellion

as a God-send, for it means hard cash vo them. They

zet from ;5.00 to $6.00 a day, and fair as this price

18 the unfortunate Government has to pay 8.00 and 10,00
the differecnce being pocketed by the contraciors.

1
l_.l
.
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Two Conmpanies of the 35th (York and 3irmcoe
Provisional Batn.) march in today and take rossession
of the Ferry. ‘hey are to stay here as a Guard.

We send back to 3wift Current four men sick, all
with cold or rhewnatism. ‘‘hey hope to rejoin soon.

Saturday, 18th ipril

Cold of courss last night and when we poke our
heads out in the morning we find two inches of snow on
the ground, and a sleety rain falling. ¥Not tooc pleasant
indeed.

We start shortly aftcer twelve on our long march to
Battleford having between one hundred and sixty and one
nundred and seventy rniiles (the latter apparently the
rore correct estimate) to cover., e have enough beams
to carry all our provisions and a great portion of our men;
half at least will be able to drive at a time and we ought
to make good progress. Loday we do about twelve miles,
and a disagreeable march it is: darmp, dull misersble day,
and the prairie a sea ol mud. We see no vegetation at
all, and the country seems very wretched.

Tonight we begin to realize that we are in an
enemy's countryv, as we for the first time form a "laager",.
The waggons are placed in an open square, each face about
two hundred paces long. The horses are tethered in the
inside, and the tents pitched on the outside, doors
opening towards the wagsons. The men are ordered to
sleep with their arws besice them, and at the first
alarr to make for the waggens., shen thelr position
would be a hapoy one: a Iierce eneny in front and frantic
strugzling mules and horses, more dangerous still, behind.
We also have tonight a counter-sign, our I{irst expericace.
"Gopher™ is the word chosen and very suitable the choice is.
The gopher seers to be the sole representative of four-
footed life in this country: a pretty little fellow he is,
rmuch like a squirrel, but with the peculiar spring and
upright posture oI the kangaroo: #%he prairie is honey-
coubed with their holes,

Sunday, 1Sth April

I am on duty last night and have a long dreary cold
night. =Reveille sounds about 4 a.m, when it is still
ouite dark and we start shortly before seven. It soon
becoies bright and warm and the mud appesrs again under
the influence of the rays of the hot sun.



Zarching becones rather tiring and I am not sorry when
we halt for dinner after five hours =2nd a nalf of hard
work beside a small pool of' melted snow. This the only
good (?) watsr we had so far seen, One or two pools we
had passed but the water was too alxaline for me,

God knows how this country can ever asount to aujbilnw
without wood or water. We march after dinner for three
hours and a half and halt beside a small slough.

Yle calculate that we have made twenty-eight miles and T
feel satisilied as 1 have walked all the way.

Owing to some mismanagenent no proper supply of
wood has been brought with us, and there 1s none Lo be
had tonight. DNothing in the shape of fuel is to be had
for miles and miles and our poor fellows are obliged to
content themselves after a hard day's work with beef
biscuit and cold water. e cazine to the conclusion tha
the biscult at present belr 1g served out to us are some
left behind by Sir Garnet after the led River Expedivion.

¢

Tonight piccuets are tnrown ouv, and cold work it
is for the unfortunates whoe aave to do duty.

fJ

It is hard to realize that this is Sunday: ratner
unlike a peaceful day of rest in dear old Toronto.

sonday, 20th April

thanks to extra
wing bO the
tenv~mate Harry
NI chllled

I have a pleasant night!'s re €
blankets I am able to avail ayself of o
absence on pliguet duty of my estimable
Srock, He poor fellow comes in avout 5
to the marrow,

[o)

e start in good time after a miserable cold
breakfast and put in over five hours of good hard work,
Then we dine, but what a dinner - kard tack and oatreal
and water., No wood to be had yet., e push on for

nother four hours in the uLuLanOﬁ, and nake altogether

today abvout thirty-two miles., The pace 13 veryg uick
but I manage to walk all the way.

eat profanity is indGulzed in when iy 1s found
vhat again we have no rieans of doing any cooklng.
The men are rapidly OpCOmlng mutinous. fortunavely
though too late to be of use tonight, some teams laden
with wood catch up to us, and great preparations are nade

for a good mesl in the morning.
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Tuesday, 21st April -

Last night we have a little spice of exciteent,
A shot from one of the plzoguet sentries alarmis the camp.
Inquiry eliecits the fact however, that the unfortunate
sentry loses himself and his nead and fires the shot to
attract attention., He does attract attention but nob
altogether of the nature he is 1likely to appreciate,.

We start in capital time this moraning and travel
for six hours: the day brignt, wearm and pleasant.
e then halt for our noon-day rest of two hours, On
again then for nearly four hours. Je make again fully
thirty-two miles, and I walk all day. .he pace is
guicker even than it was yesterday but we are sorewhat
delayed in crossing 2 creek, called Eagle Cresk: but for
this the distance covered would have been souewnat greater.
As we advance more waggons become available for the men,
and now few have to walk at all., Tomorrow all who wish
nearly will be able to drive.

We have to supply all the picguets-tonight and send
out [our officers and ninety-two ©.C.0 and man a pretty
large draft. :

A courier catches us tonight and brings us news of
the Fort Pitt disaster and gilves & bad account of the
state of affairs at Battleford., We become more anxious
than ever if that were possible to press on.

WNednesday, 22nd Aprdil

On duty last night and of co.urse no sleep.
Another sentry distinguished himself and fires at what he
stoutly asserts to be a man on horseback, Nothing comes

of it,

we start about half past five and hurry on at a
tremendous pace. The country is very hilly and broken
snd about eight miles out we cowme to a belt of thick scrub.
Trouble is feared here and two Companies are ordered out
as skirmishers, I go with one, but the scouts come back
and report all clear and we drop back quiletly into place.
We have a very short halt and then press on again. About
five shots are suddeanly heard towards the head of the
column-and all is exciteunent. Cur skirmishers are ordered
to the front and after a tremendous double we reach a piece
of rising ground and see in the distance a number of Indians
iaking north as fast as tneir ponies can carry them. Our
scouts have had quite a little skirmish: wounded one Indian
and captured a wagoson, some ponies and blankets, We camp
soon atter this occurrence and prepare to keep a sharp look
out; forbunately we are in a very favourable position: no
hills or woods near us,
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trader who has come up with us fron Swift Current
finds untouched 1n the scrub we D?DSG“ through this
morning a cache of groceries he had ade when the trouble
LlTSD be; n. IHe does a roaring trade in tobacco, iigs,
candies etc,

Today we make fully thirty-five miles and I am
reasonably tired, I ro on my own feet all davy but very
often have to run to keep up and the work is rather
trying. However we hage only about thirty miles rmore to do.

3

Thursday, 23rd April

Last n+gﬂu was quiet but very cold, and todayv it

is bitter. Snow [lurries every little while and ice on
all the slouzhs. Ye have an early start and make good
progress: all the men ride. 1In the afvernoon I am
obliged at last to ride toc; we are geing down nill and
through Indian = eserves .and it would revear do to be lelt
ho ﬁLRd; T oLniie only thirty miles however, halting cquite

rarly in the afternoon sbout two miles from Batileford.

This aiternoon we see houses agaln, and ind that
we nave reached the reserve of the Stonies. 'le see

smong others the houses of Payne and Tremant, two of

he Indian instructors, both of wiom have been AUFQ“deo
anne married a squaw snd was_a good friend tc the people
he Gaught, but they took his 1liifs at the first OQ“OTuuﬂ¢bV.
30 ruch for Indian gratitude. In one of the Indian houses
our scouts find a squaw - dead, wita a bullet tnrough ner
head: she is painted in full war paint and may have been
killed in some of the skirwmishes near Battleford, lio one
is to bte seen on the Heserve. ien, woien and children
are all off on the war path. The Stonies are 3ioux Indians
and bear a very unenviable reputation.

ve can see Battleford when aboubt eight miles away,
from a height of land and are disgusted to notice clouds
of swmole rising ifrom the ettlement. e are ordered to
camp however iuch as we snould like to press on and render
help if he¢p be needed. It is not considered advisable to
advance when night is approaching., The scouts nowever go
on to make investigations. In the evening shots are heard
from the direction of the Town and b&OQuzuflVe of tae
counted Folice stert off to see what the trouble is:
Lesslie :oes with them. They came back all right and
report that the scouts exchanged a few shots with some odd
Indians, but that the wn2ir body who nave been besieging the
FTown have departed. Belore leaving they set fire to
Judge Rouleau's house as a last mnerk of defiance and this
was the building we saw burning. It was a house on the
south side of the Batitle River - the main setiolewent is



cn the Rorth side and is still safe, and the people have
been made aware of our approach. OCne of Lhe garrison was
we hear kiiled last nignt while on picguet duty.

J I am congratulated tonight on having walked virtually
the wiole way from owift Current to Battleford and an
informed by my men that I have besn christened the

"Demon Walker',

Bowman of Ho. 4 (University at Larne) is run over
today and 1s badly bruised and shaken but not we hope
dangerously hurt.

Friday, R4th April

e have a gquilet but as usual ccld night. e do not
turn out earlyv in the morning as there is now no more
necessity ror hurry, put march off culetly about nine, and

soon rezach our long looked for goal.

We halt on the hizgh. zround overlooking the Battle idiver
wnile the Brigadier and Staff cross the diver and enter the
Forw., lThey return ere long and give a zrapnic account of
the welcome they have receilved from the poor people who have
been besieged here and in terror of their lives for the last
six weeks. Ve are told that we are to stay where we are
for the present, and camp 1s pitched on an open space near a
large building now or rather lately used as an Industrial
School. It was formerly we hear Govermment ilouse and is
quite a palace in a country like this. After the tents ars
pitched we are able to go about and take observatiowns, and
then the extent of the ravages commicted becomes apparent.
On this side of the illver there were origirally some dozen
houses and two or three stores forming what is called the
"01ld Yown''. four or five of thnese houses have been burned,
the others dismantled and pillaged, and the stores complietely
Butted. OScarcely anything has escaped: what could not be
taken has been destroyed. About us we see scattered in
in dismal confusion feathers, photos, books, tins, furniture,
end desolation reigns supreme, The Indians have, we ahear,
been holding hizh carnival here for some weeks: they were
cut of rifle-shot from the Fort and shells were too precious
to be often sent at them, Iach night an attack was
expected but beyond firing at the men drawing water Irom
the Battle itiver {the source of the supply) they molested
the Garrison but little,

Battleford is very besutifully situated. The "0ld Town"
as bef'ore stated is on the South Bank of the Battle idiver;
and New Town and Fort lie on a grassy plain sloping south,
and between the Saskatchewan and Battile zivers, about a
1ile and half from the junction of the two. The ground
rises sharply from each River and nuiiercus groves of trees
lend to the scene a besuty to which we nave for some time been

unaccusvorred.
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As soon as the men are dismissed tney begin %o
forage (of course not openly as all foraginz is Torbidden)
and one or Gwo "finds" are the result. Cne lucky
individual 1s seen depositing guietly in his tent a very
Fine looking turkey. He relates with much glee the
story of its capture. A sergesnt of & sister corps
who has .ianaged to make himself peculiarly cbnozxious
to our fellows by his overbearing manner, was observed
by hir to deposit the turkey aiiong some brush cutside
the lines, fearing orobably to be ssen if he attempted
to bring it in daylight., Our man walked boldly cff
off with the bird. Tne worthy sergeant had to look on in
grim silence, for betraval of himself would have been the
only result of any outcry. Another case of the biter bit
was that of our worthy orderly, and in this case I
indirectly suffered. Our zood lad heard the Jjovful
clucking of a hen some distznce from camp and on
proceeding to investigate found the nolse procezded rom
a little shed in rear of the school, There he found and
lmwedictely caught a fine fat fowl and then looked about
for the confidently expected ezss. He crawled through a
small opening and <ot into a little hay bin, carrving the
unfortunate hen with him. Here he was overjoyed to find
some eisht or ten beautiful eggs and im ediabely put them
carefully one by one chrouzh the opening and on a shelf
nearby, and then prepared Lo crawl out aszain, Just as
he was about to do this our gellant Llajor entered
acconpanied by a person (the owner of the establishwment
as we afterwards Iound). 7Uhe l.ajor saw the ezzs at once,
backed towards taer, kepv the attention of the person
careiully engaged and pocketed the hen-warts. The
original finder's rage may be imasined buv not described.
Creac was his difficulty to prevent discovery of his
whereabouts by noise occazsioned by the strug:les of tne
half strangled hen, and trembling with anzer and fear he
124 to watch the disappearance of his treasures.

Acx

e

This afternoon we sent a party back To the otonies
neserve, ‘hey Tound and brought back some pigs, oats etc.
but nothiag of much use, 'Yhey also found and buried the
body ol Pavne. He had been shot and ¢ en terribly hacked
and rmutilaved.

Saw Cagtain Mash waen we came in thls norning:
he having crossed over to welcome us. Looks much the

same as when he left “Woronto, but grayer and thinner.

We this evening have tes in a house and battered
and wrecked thouzh the house is we feel asz if the luxury
were alnosit Loo great. 'fe manage to light a Iire too and
are warn and co-fortesble for the [irst tine for many many
days. T alas have to 70 oubt toniszht on picguset duty.
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Last night I had the pleasure of being out on oicguet

and cold and anxious work 1t is. IThe prospect of being

postad any minute from one of the numerous clumps of

bushes that one's dubty oblizes one To nass is nct pleasant,
but that is comparatively rnothing to the wisery one suffers
from the cold, I could not keen esven reasonably warm and
vet L was clad feirly well one would think. Ly maruents
were - two thick woollen under shirts - one flsnznel shirt -
two palr of woollen drawers - walstcoat - chanwois jacket
tuhle - trousers - grcat-coat - two nair of socks - boo
sloves - cap - tucue and nuffler.,

E

03 -

ne night was beautifully clear and we saw a
rificent lunar rainbow during the propgress cf =z
“o shower.

_r.,
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On coming back to camp this morning we hear the news
of the fight yesterday wit: the Breeds. The reports are
very vague and unsatisfactory but what little we do hear is
not very cheering, MAs soon ag I am off duty I cross to
the Fort and endeavour to galn further inforaation but
nothing is known.

T was quite overcore when I visited the Fort and saw

the iniseries tihe poor peoples there have been enduring.
A small enclosure twe hundred var square wich one or two
log houses or barracks and store nouses, and insids this
enclosure were sent up Jor more than a noath Jive hundred
and thirty people of whou over three nundred ere wolea and
children. Dozens and Jdozcns had to huddle togethcr in one
tent., In the Cormandantt's house, a two storey irawe ceoitasne,
seventy-two persons were Qua"“orcuq Food was scarce and
(rﬁtc“ to be procured only at the risk of eath. No wonder

these poor creabures were glad to see us. Tae fort is
aboul nalf a mile frowm the Town and the inhabitants wvere
not allowed to renain vhere, it being too far away to be
under protection, thoush stranze to sa the Indians did
not naxe any atter»t to pilllage cor Wurn itb. In the Loun
are some forty houses and stores; scite of tac bulldings

pu

comfortanle enouzh looking too, u“ou b none of taen elarorate.
I did the Town thoroughly, no very di ‘Fricult task and then
on his ig che

ran across and rad a look at the waskatchewan,
forth Branch of the River and a ve Y fine strean ic 1s -

here aboubt half a aile wide and in places fairly deep: tLhe
curyent tremendous apd the walter 11 consequeace very nuddy.

T
“he Town is about three guarver's of a mile Irom tne
Saskatchewan and about the same disteznce frow the Dattls aiver,
I'ne latter river we cross by means of o very inzenloas fervy.



A wire cadble is stretcued zcross the strean snd a scow

is marxed along this: Tae current's povier beinz utilined
by means of a syste:n of pullevs., Un the cable are G
freely moving pulieys: & rope is atiached to eacn of
these passing from one to another and in doingz so running
throu“n two other pull cys, one at each end of the scow:
vhen one wishes to cress the scow 1s turned paritially

up streamn, the current endezvours of course Lto pusa it
dovmirards, bubt the angular pressure makes the pullevs
move along the cable, Yhe Latble River i3z not very wide,
about seventy or eizhty 3a ds, but at vhis %time of vear
is deep and very rapid. I "lowo we. are told all tne way
from the Edckles. Later 1n the sesson when the water
Talls a bridge is built across it.

I saw at the Fort today a number cf the Folice who
esceaped from Fort Pitt. They had a wonderful escane and
behaved very pluckily: are down nearly one hundred RLlLS
in an open scow and in very cold wet qenther. They speak
most waridly of the bravery of the llickean zirls, who

ingisted upon taking their b&Jﬂ of duty with the e, and
handled uh&lf riflss durin: the aibtszsek on the Jort with
the srezbest coolness. ;1& zirls wanted to coie down

e

with the Folice but the father insisted upon their giving
thewselves up o Big Bear -~ a fatal mistake the rolice think.

Yle hear this alternoon that iughes and (ntlton rave
been viven thelr step and the Colonel in honour of the
event produces a bottle this evening from the carelully
zuarded hoard, eand the heslth of che new Cagptains 1is
enthusiastically drunk.

A bouuuiful brizht clear morning and all the troops
are assenbled for service, 1he devd, Thes. Clarie,
rr;n01pal oi the Indian vchool, officiates, assisted by
Acheson, Ve all “oprcoiqtg Lhe service, btut do not
aporeciate the efx orts of the Bupgle Band who are supposed
to play the hyuns but pre sduce only some inconerent
st

TNO
babblings, so to speak, of stray notes,

se hear today that 1t is intended to throw up an
earthwork round the school building and use it as a store-
house and headguarters, and that the work will co.a ence
tomorrow, 1he school is gquite a large bullding and
before the seat of governuent was changed Lo .lezina, was
the Government House of tne North vest Territories,
In the school there were all last Winter about forty Indian
bovs, fed, clothed and taught for nothing: at the first
word oi any rising a _ll bu one uade off,
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Cne remeined faithful and did what he could to warn and
save nis teachers. Capt. Nash was one of the instruciors
at the School and used to live in the building.

Londav, 27th Aoril

Testerday towards evening we had a heavy shower,
today it 1s again brigat and clear.

All day long all avallmble sen are kepb at work at
the Government House fortifications, and matiers are
rly advanced. e throw up an embankment to the korth
Bast and wake a rasmpart of cord wood to the Vest and South,

gx} }—-) Cu

al
nd
I hear today thet an expedition of scue kind is golng
out ©o see what tie Indians are doing and apply to the
Brigadier for leave Lo mo. H ¢ agrees to take me if
possivle, but thinks there will pfooaolv be nothing to do.
..ost of the men are to cross the diver as soon as possible,

s 3

and only a small garrison will be left on this side.

A mail goes ouvt todav, the carrier being a Cteamster

and noct one of the regular couriers. He returns a few
nours afcer his start in a state of wild excitezent and
states that he was seen and cnased by Indians and had to
drop the maill bags and run for it. Unfortuﬁauely for him
some teams came in in the evcnlng and bring the bags with
ther, and give us the true version of the mornlag'c occurrence.
He had seen the teans approaching him and had at once made

off in terror. The regular mall couriers, ol whom we have
wo, are very plucky fellows, and thiok nothing apparently
their lenely ride throush the country of a treacnerous
eneny. e feel much surprxgad to see valuable supplies
sent up here without an escort. I do not know whose
business it is to see¢ that the trains are properly
protected, but it certainly does seem a very rash proceeding
to allow them to make the trip in an entirely delenceless

condition,

of

4 mail cormes in this evening and I get no less than
seven letters., No papers reach us, bhe sovernment
evidently thinking that 1t is not worch while spending a
hundred dollars or so in forwarding reading matter to us,
though there seens to be lots of money thrown about for

any uhlnr that we do not wanb.

Tuesday, 28th Avril

I was on “O:L'Cﬂ’!ueu mf"&}_}_ﬂ last n”}_g ht and did no.{} sufier
the weather being reasonably mild. Saw

Very ruch:
their brilliancy

magnificent Northern lights all night:
very wonderful.
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Another fine bright day. All hands again at work
at Government House anc the defernces are completed.
The citadel is then digrified with the appellation
"Fort Ctter® and that name i1s hammered in letters of
brass (nails) on the planks of the porticullis,

I am today told that I am to go with the column.
Only one Company of our fellows will be taken, and Browa,
Hughes and Brock, the senior Captain and two senior
subalterns have first chance., To get over the difficully
I am to be attached to "C% School. In consejuence of the
notification I have to write a good many letters and spend
most of the day in this occupation,

A supply of boots and a few trousers reacnh us today.
The boots are useful and there is a pair for each man,
but we prize the trousérs most highly. They do not come
before they are needed. Ulany of the men if living in a
civilized community would now be under the painiul necessity
of wearing an ulster, or of remaining in some quiet secluded
corner, One gallant private was observed the other day
to have on a great-coat the right sleeve of wiich was
extraordinarily short and not at all of equal length to
the left. The reason of this phenomenon was inquired
and the G.P. replied that '"he had been obliged to withdraw
a portion of the right sub-division of his great-coat to
reinforce the rear guard of his pants",

Wednesday, 29th April

Very cold miserable night and a dreary morning.
Wos., 2 and 3 cos. cross the Battle River this morning and
pitch camp about mid-way between the Town and the Fort.
Col. luller is in command and is appointed Commandant of
lattleford. No. 1 Co, is to go to the Ffront and lLo. 4 is
to remain hers under lajor Allan. The Flying Column is
we hear tonight to consist of the Artillery, "C" School
Capt. Nash's Co. of Rifles, some of the Guards and our
own Co. and of course some Police, Tonight I am in orders
attached to "C" School., We are warned to be regdy to leave
in the morning, and in the evening Brock and I cross to the
canp and bring back three or four men who are to go on the
hxpedition in the place of men of lio. 1 who are not
considered to be quite up to the mark. We say good-bye
to all the fellows.,

Thursday, 30th Aoril

Another cold night and another most dreary dav.
We have no orders yet about leaving and wander about all
morning in a state of dismal uncertsainty. In the afternoon
we hear pretty definitely that weshall at all events not



not leave today, and Brock and I run over to the Fort.
Things are looking smuch better there. Iany of the
townspeople nave gone back to their houses; some of the
settlers have been given tents and made to camp outside
the Fort, and these reuaining there are consecuently
rmuch more comfortabile.

A mail arrives this afternoon, and we gebt news-
p avers up to the 14th inst. I this time get only one,
but that a very welcone letter.

In the evening all sorts of rumours are afloat aboul
the proposed espedition, and at last we begin to think that
it is to be abandoaned. Apparently the General will not
sanction it, A man comes in todsay stating That he has
escaped from Foundmaker. He is however known to the Folice
and does not bear a good reputation, so off he is marched.

Az things are so uncertaln we have since our comrades
left us been living in a most unsystematic and hand to
mouth manner. Have no regular meals of our own but take
pot luck when we can with the men, and on the whole have
been imost thoroughly unco.ifortable, Today the Brigadier
gives us leave to use two rooms in Fort Otter and we hope
tc have a less of our cwe in working order ere long.

We are joined today by two surgeons and four students -
sent up by the Governnent. ‘they tell us that & Red Cross
Corps has been egquipped in Toronto and thaet Dr. Nathess
is coming in charge. They passed iathess and his stalfl
at the Saskatchewan, wnere they are walting for an escort
being afraid to come on without one., These surgeons can

tell us nothing aboult the enzagenent.

Friday, lst fay
NiE)

Last night extremely cold and raw: this wmorning
brizht and wars., We are ordered to be ready to lesave
this afternoon for the frout end spend the wmorning gettiag
things in snape.

The object of the Expedition is we hear to make a
reconnalssance., It is not thouzht that there will be any
fighting to do, and if there is roundmsker has we hear only
two hundred men and ought not to be able to do vary much.
The Brigadier and staff evidently think that Pouandmaker
will surrender 1f we get near him at all.

Our Iorce is eight

About L p.n, tne Column starts.
§1 1

ty liounted Police under Capt. Neale -
tv men under L.ajor Short - "C" School 45 men
1 Col. ;.C.:i. under GCapt. Lrown

scouts - six
Battery eign
under Lieut., fodmore - Xo.

55 men - Battleiord Hifles under Capt. dash 40 men -



Here evidently were our friends. As tuey were at least

two wiles away 1t was cucided to crosz the creek, c¢limb the
hill and have breakfast and rest the horses before »ushinz ou,
_he stream proved vo be rather hard to cross: alter crossing
it we Lad some [ive hundred vards of serubby :marshy lands to

o thrcugh and then we began tco climb the 2ill., Tng
were riding aquietly near the guns, the men had di srovnted,
and were walking by twos and threes along tae trail, when
suddenly just as the scouts resched the top of the first
sveep ascent I heard a ratbtle of rifles ahead, and then in
a minute or two saw the Police and some Artillery lying
cown Tiring briskly over the crest of tae hill and the zuns
and Gatling also working for all th oy were worth. At the
sare time bullets bednn to fly round us and ouife of swoke

[orRae v

floated from the bushes on the ri Lzht nnd left, showed us
whnere they came from, IEvidently we were in 2 trap,

4

men fortunately had their ﬂ*;leg in thoir hends and it

ne
was the work of a very few .:oments to form up and take the
positions assigned to us. 4And this was the sgituation.
tougnly speaklnw we occupied a triangular inclined plane -
the apex restingzg on the creek and the base running slong

; £ the hill, In Tront of the hill and parallel

the crest of
to the crest was a ravine, about two hundred yards distant,
and running down from this ravine on each side of us and in
a direction pretty nearly parallel to the sides of the
Lr|an~le was another ravine. On the for side of the ravine

the rizht tuere was cpen ground, but on the left for a
]ong Ql“*ﬁnco the whole counory wag rolling and bushy, and
it was frorm this side that the heaviest flrlng seemed GO
cone, “U“ School was ordered to protect tae rizht {lank
and clear tae ravine on that side, while to the TJucen's Cwn
and Guards was assizned a similar duty on the left, Yhe
Bzteleford nen were to look after the rear. The Police
and Artillery were bu 51ly enzaged in front.

This was at 5.15 a.m.; as to what happened aiter
to except in my own irmmediate vicinity I xnow nothing

L!I.«LL.\U Y
but by hearsay. I saw no nore of the ”aafdg, Batlleford
Rifles and cur fellows, ©ill we were on our way hoie

wa

For half an hour we nad quite hot encugh work, and
the bullets came flying about us in a nct over pleasant
manner, Je were BXPOS ed to [ire from three sides and nad
to zrin and bear it. After half an hour or so we had
cuite silenced any f£ire on the right, that is cur own
immediate front, and could easily ,eep the ravine clesa
as the Indians could nob reach it without exposing
the;selvas, and this they never dared to do. Colonel
Otter asking how UQ1n&s were and Oalﬁé told this ordered
I'r. Jodmore to take the men up to the Front and reinforce

the line there, and at the same time he asked me to take
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couple of men and cay
line, Vhile doing thi
were going on. The wa

chance of secinz hew things

ns found were formed 1n a souare
in a dip in the ground, the horses fastened to thern, and the
Founted Police horses iformed in a corral a2 short distance
frow the waggons. So far no mnen nesr me had been hit,
but I heard the cry of "imbulane™ several times, though
too busy to notice particularly where or why the cry was
ralsed. llow sad to say I saw only too well why the bearers
were needed. A small scusre was formed with wag ons and
here Strange and Lesslie were busily engsged. Several
poor fellows were lying there that needed no further
looking after, but others were having wounds bound up and
belng made as confortable as was possible.

7

ampunltion to the fighting

O Ho
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We gelb the ammunition, and carrying it cross the
exposed space as quickly as possible, and reach the guns
and the front of the line, !lere the figsating is still

ict and several wmen are hit, bub gradually the fire in our
front slackens, and bullets come in any gquantity only from
the left, There the Gueen's Cwn are evidently having
plenty ol work: the rattle of rifles is unceasing.,

“here I am the Gatling i1s worked wnenever there avpears

to be a chance, and every now and then the guns throw a
shell or two at the enemy. Unfortunstely we have with

us the lounted Police zuns - the small howitzers - and they
prove to be utter failures. In tahe ITirst place they are
not heavy enough and in cthe second place they are not even
in working order. After the first {ew shots the tralls
went to pileces and before any further shots could be fired
the gun had to be fastened as best it could with ropes.
Very little could be done With guns in this conditicn but
all that could be done was done by =ajor Short and

Capt. Rutherford. .heir pluck and coolness was in
striking contrast to the miserable skulking spirit shown
by the I'rench Canadian gunners who "funked® decidely and
were of no use whatever. Iajor Short and one or two men
worked one zun by themselves and made some beautiful long
shots at the teepees which could be seen about a thousand
vards away, and at groups of horsemen who supposed they
were out of all danger. 1 stayed near the guns for a
considerable time, till Col. Ctter and Col, Herchmer
decided that we could not advance and must retire.

This was about =leven. The fire of the enery seemed o

be almost completely silenced but i1t was thought that we
could not advance without great loss through tae broken
country in front of us, in the face of an evidently
numerous foe. 7The wagsons and guns were to be taken
across the Creek and the Gatling Artillery and "C™ School
were to stay on the hill to cover the retreat. 1 ran
scross to rejoin "C" School who were now on the right front
and gave lir, Jodmore the order.
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1 Tound that while I was away one poor Iellow had been
shot dead, having been hit in three places, as he raised
almself to fire.

Eetween hall past eleven and twelve we got the order
to retire and then came the most trying part of the day.
Ye had got about three nundred yards from the crest of
the hill before the Indians knew what was up and apspeared
on it, but then a heavy Iire opened on us and mighty hard
work 1t was to walk quietly down with the bullets whistling
by. The men behaved hcwever with great coolness and
steadiness and the Artillery and curselves retired
alternately fifty yards or so at a time, then halted and
kept up a steady fire, The Gatling was now near the
creek and opened on the Indians, and Capt. Rutherford
sent sone shells asong them Irom the far side and they
evidently felt they had had enocugh. They did not attenpt
to follow us past the creek and this we crossed quietly,
the men with admirable coalness each waitinz his turn to
cross the stream by a log that lay across it, and r=lusing
to gain time by wadingz through the water,

Across the creek we found everything prepared for a
start and we got in our waggons without delay and made off.,

I was very much rejoiced to find Hume and my other
particuler friends safe. All agreed that lo., 1 had ~
behaved magnificently: Col., Otter saying they fought like
tigers: but strangs to say they had not lost a man, though
six had peen wounded.

Qur total loss was six killed outrizht and eilzhteen
wounded and of these Uwo cannotl possible live, while two
or three others are in a very dangerous condition,

Ve drive for about an hour and then stop and water
the horses and nave so.lethling to eat, and not before we
need it. %YWe have had nothing since last nignt and are
almost exhausted now that the excitement 1z over,

After a shert rest we press on snd reach Batileford about
11 p.a., The Journey very trying to the poor fellows who
have been hit: taey are wade as co-fortable as nossible
with blankets, but tne jolting over the rouzn road causes
them agony. At Fort Otier they receive some nuch needed
attention.

I do not cuite understand as veb what my sensations
really were sfien I first cave under iire. 1 did not Teel
afraid exactly but I certainly did feel that it would be
much nicer to be somevhere else. Lfter a tlume when other
fellows were scruck and I continuved to escape I felt as if
I should get threugh 211 right and did not think about the

danger.
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Cur fmbulance Corps . czme in for zreav oraise for
their conduct: they seemed to be alwavs on hand when
U oevposed themselves with the irestest pluck.,

- ek
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None of them were hit though narrow escapes were frecuent,

Cne man shows his cap with two bullet holes chroigh 1%:
another has & button cut from his tunic: the coat of a
third is ripped across his back by @ ball, and s0 oxn.

Cther marvellous escapes are heard of. i.zajor Short
has lost the gold braid fron cnz side of his foragzge cap.
Fraser {of ¥, Co.) has 7is hair rufTled and his scelp
grazed. leunell is just touched on the teple and 50 on.

vas rot toucined =nd nad no such decidedly S 3hAVe 23
these, bult one bullet struck the earth a f es frot
ny head unﬂ Was guite as close as was plac snother
ba i oy me and buried itsel a

1 ; 25T "lOJfﬁL, ghe man nex slout a
foot away. I buimed expecting to see him kn ovED,

but als nel.iet onl

nad suffered. At one Sime I was
lying dowm with niy sword resving on umy nip and shining
brightly in the sun: SoLle rellow evldeh”ls 5oy is and
fired tihiree shots &t € ihe lass tiwme he v.rs m~ar1y
tad re and I oquietly adjourned,

The fellows 53y Acheson and Lloyd behaved very
e’

carrving in a wounded nan under a heavy fire, Lloy
beinyg wounded while doinz this. .une C*orﬁn and 3lak:

Lco C&TTi&d off some of the imen.

al . . 3 - e - N | o .1 PN
Terly in the day the Indians nmade o rmigh for bhe guns
and nesrly had thes, The Artillery fcll back at fHrst,
» + 3
but were rallied by Thort, snd drove the red-skins bacx,

“o”f ble 1ookinv fellows these Irdians ¢

sur,rised the Police g

nerm as arrant cowards. hey are
-~ 2

ac to ‘oo; UO0N WAl

th idenl or akiraishors, exposc thessslves bub 1itole
an ioh worvellouvs cuiekness, Fre-uently they would
sh SNCEN or seone article of attirs to draw cur iire
an N0t at the unfortunste individual sho Lad exposed
hims Cne or L”o of the dand exarined. “iey nad
notiiing but & zhirt ord leg and a blanket cver tae

s and the faces and

i Ty e [ T
he iiali’ long and » &
4 M 1 TPV - "\
i oxin: wrelcaesd,.

bodies »nainted - most ferociou

ihe place wherc the Jight took plece 1s noun as
wout Anife Aill™ and is en ancient batulegrceund of the Cree
Here trey foaght a de_perace batitle with the Bleckfect cnd
Arove Lihem from tile country. 1he sscond victory on ULALS
g aere

zround will cause bthen to repjard thewselves z
iavincibvle,

34
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It is too bad to think that we have had to retire,
but though we have retreated I think we have zgiven a zood
deel more than we got. Thne Indians have evidently been
pretby well punished or they would certainly not have
allowed us to return undisturbed. UYhe uen were full of
fight but terribly tired, and with an exnausted force and
disabled guns 1t was cousidered too risky to press on.
4 great mistake it was not to take our field guns: in this
as in other matters we have been deceived. e were told
that the country was quite impassable for heavy zguns and we
found that, though not witnout difiiculty, we could have
brought them. Then we have be«.n altogether deceived as to
the strength and intentions of the Indians, aowever it
cannot be helped and we must only hope for better luck
next time,

sunday, 3rd iay

e sleep thlis morning till a late hour snd are glad
enough to rest quietly all day. Heavy picquets were out
last night but no alarm cccurs, Today all are anxious to
hear news of the Ifizht.

Two poor fellows die this worning, they have been
quite unconscious since they were struck: both shot through
the head. 1 was very sorry to see poor little Winder among
the dead. e is a young English fellow -~ a gentlenan -
very bright and good looking who nas bheen working as a
teamster: has 2 farm near Brandon. He was the last man
struck, and had just teken a rifle to *have a shot at the
beggars™ before driving his horses off. ilost of the
teamsters behaved very hadly: tTney were not expected to
fight but they would not even drive their teams where they
were told, The .ar correspondents who were to do great
things also behaved disgracefully, and they had to keep
them in countenance, one who ought to have known better,
the Luarter haster Sergeant of "O" 3chool, who Kept hiuself
carefully under cover. He has becn nated by thne wen all
along and now they cheerfully exchange hatred for contempt.

The Toronto Red Cross Corps jein us this afternoon,
just in the nick of time, They are very indignant when
they hear the stories that have been circulated about them
rival organization, snd promise to
zentlemen., The delay in their

make 1t hot for those v
Nathess had

advance has been caused by want of transport.
to go back from the Saskatchewan to Swift Current to get
teans, and then could only obtaln from Cen. Laurie, who is

in charge, enough teans to carry the stafl and their absolute
necessaries, Lhe hospital supplies had to rerain benrind:

the old fool saving that these were “luxuries™ and not
"necessaries. Conseguently the woor fellows alt yestcrday
nave to cet on as best they way with fat pork and biscuits,
and nive food it is for a sick man.
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A large marqguee, -brought vup by us for a i
is put up across the Jiver, as a hospital, and th
wounced are taken across

Bverytuing quiet lasc night. Today beautifully
brizht and warm.

We this morning bury our dead. The zsraves are
dug in a quiet spot on the banks of the Saskatchswan
and we lay our comrades there side by side. One of the
killed was a Homan Catholic and a separate service is
held over him: thenwe have the Zn~lish 3ervice: <ILire
the three volleys and sadly depart. It certainly was
a most solemn burial. One realizes what a serious and
sudden thing such a dezth is, and we wonder when and
where the next man's turn may come,

Our wounded are doing well today and are brightening
up after the first shock. The Doctors speak hopefully
of them gll, Poor [ood is the great drawback, but the
climate and air are magnificent,

fuesday, 5th j.ay

I was on piccuet duty last nigzght and had no
excitenent. Very cold towards worning though, and we
wonder when Jpring comes in this desolate Counury.

The days are bfl?ht and warm at last, but the nights -
one shivers when one thinks of them.

Today I return to dutv with the "ueen's Own and
rejoin Ho., 1 Co. JSpend the day writing letters. In
the afternocon I make a most Jjoyful discovery. In
#ort Otter® I find a har.onium, much battered and knocked
about, but still able to send foerth recognizable sounds.
Cne ol our men, an organ-pbuilder, zets to work at iv, ond
soon has a very fzir instrument at my service. There is
now so.evhing to live for,

This afternoon Capt. Todd s2es a suspicilous looking
character on sone disvant hiils., H e takes twenty uven
anu Blves cnaso The suvpposed Indian turns out to be a

Jav ol man wno is out Lormawnb and ne 1s consigned
gnuulﬁloualv to the Guard Yent., Our fellows are always
© o some mischief: tThe Eripadier szys he never (nows

where he will find tuem next.



‘iednesday, 6th ilav -

: The celd last night was sosething unbearable:
some peculiarity about it that left us powerless to
protect curselves. Ve nearly froze in our tents
and the wen on picouet suifered severely,

The day is cold and dreary and we heve nctaing
particular to do. Urders are given toaay that
No., 1 Co, is to renain here in charge of Fort Otter
and all the other troops %o cross. The 3tafr aund the
Folice cross this afternoon.

de get a mail today and are able ©o enjoy our leciers.,

Lhursday, 7th _lay

Last nizgnt much plessarter cosparatively wara in
Lact.

L IRt SR * . V 4..;.."[
~ fiis morning I cross the River and do Battleford,
Business is evidently reviving I find in one place

iioosejaw Seer sxuposed for sale. Unaecerred by previous
sad experience I experiment once more and with difficuicy
survive. I stay to dinner at the Mess and am in luck.
‘ctually have some fresh fish, ‘these were preseanted to
the Colonel by a grateful native, Lthe treav is al ost
too much: the first fresh fcod of any ikind I haV@ nad
since leaving Swifit Current.

w0 Scnool and fo. 4 Co. cross this a2fterncon, and
Ko, 1 Co. move into the enclosure at Fort Utter and
piltch their teunts. The artillery refuse to remain
outsicde by therselves and crowd into the hcuse for the
night, leaving thelr btents starding.

About & p.m. the Guard alarm us and state that
zounced men are approaching. Ve prepare Icr e“vrgenc*es
but soon find the alawuing horsemen are ..ajor JShort and

[o )

come other officers who aave been out for a canter.

e get a mail this evening - papers down to the
20th lpril and letters doun to the 27th. o one zives
2 arently

us any particulars about the CGeneral's fizht, oop
+““1ng for granted that we know all about 15. ie near

Wi
of the supplies that the good yeoole at nore are sending
2lso hear that

us and feel graveful accordingly. ‘e
General Laurie aas stated that he would noo forward such
trash to us, and we curse him Iresely.

we hear, killed this morning

One of our scoubs =
e wWe have NOWever no s“r*tcuiuls.

s B
out near Cutb Kn e



Zriday, 8th lay
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ed rerely) dine witan us today.
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Az soon as the Artillery po we get things in
sor.ething like order., Js nanage toe {it up oune nice
bright room for a dining room and sittin_ room, and
tiake ourselves coriovtable, there with a stove.
Another room we make our sleeping epartient. o beds
o%- course but we shall be corparatively clean znd cosy
on the floor. Tae men ar to keep to the tents.

We shall have to keep up a pretty large guard end one
officer will be up each nlgnt

In the afterncon I pay the Camp a short visit -
EOEthG golng on. iien are working at a bridge across
the Battle River and expect to have it finished in a few
days. Ierely posts sunk in the nmd znd cross pleces
UL ETOSE,

e hear that the scout was not kxilled yesterday,
but was captured. He is a half breed and it is thought
he allowea himself To be taken,

Tajor 41lan and Herry lickle who is now doing duty
as a lieutenent, visit us thls evening and bring us
papers down to *ﬂe 25th fpril. In them we Tind accounts
of The fight at Fish Creek. FPapers brought in by a
supply train.

Saturday, 9th ..ay

A beautiful warm day. I am on duty and sgpend the
day with a fatigue varty cleaning our domain and getting
things invo order. JSoon we expect Lo have everything

ship-shape. i1l a number of sand-bags Ttoo and place

vhem in p051tion on the walls.

‘he frigadier and Dr., sStrange pay us a visit in the
afternoon and seem Lo be vledued with our efiorts ©o
improve the rort. Tell us a cricket wmatch 1s in prozress
on the other side, uua all the Joubn and beauty of
Battleford present. ey also tell us that a despatch
has conme from ULcTKC’S Crossing stau1u~ that heavy firing
is going on at the front, Another enuagément ol course

but no particulars.
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kiil today no lesgs than three moscuitoes.
iink of the wmarvels we havse aseard of the size and

Lty of the Forth West mosquito and tremble at the
121 f his approach,

sunday, 10th ay

Cn duty last night. About 11.30 p.m. the serzeant

of tne Guard reports that he heard three shots from the
direction of the Ferry, where a picquet is staticred.
I see the Signal 1ight at the Camp working and waken
Capt. Brown snd our sipgnal ien. Then T take a file of
men and go dowm to the Ferry to sec what tae trouble is,
We have a mishty unpleasant walk of five hundred yards in
the dark, I find that a sentry at the Fferry has been
fired upon and returned the fire, and the men are evidently
very much excited. Stay a short time obtaining full

particulars and then :zake our way back to the ifort, and
verv glad we are to get there., e find that the Guard
at the Camp thought bﬂey saw lignts at the Fort and heard
shots and so began to signal to us. we explain what has
happened and keep a sharp lookout Tfor the rest of the night,
but nothing further alarmzs us.

“e have a fine warm day and Acheson comes over and
has service Tor us, Q>e“¢1ng very feelingly of our
merciful escape on the 2nd. I run the misical porvion
of the Jervice, and we have some very fine hgmnsg
Have a shoir of eight uen, all members of choirs in
LToronto, and nearly a2ll with more than ordinarily fine
veoices, We do not try and chants today: my Fre Sbgtpruun
Tingers reguire rore practice before they can grind these
out with the requisite neatness and despatch.

Capt. Jutton and il.ickle came to Church and they and

e Parson stay te dinner. We astonish and gratify then
by the elaborate spread. e have no better rations than
our corrades across the River, but e aave magnificent
facilities for cooking and our ..en surprise us every now
and tanen with some indescribable but very palatable
concoctions. The complaints are bitter about the food
cver the way. The pork is not very good and the corn becf
is shunned: conoefuertlv hard tack aand ;aa form the staple
articles of diet. %We have bOuaV corn beef pie, pork
pancakes and syrup, apple tarts, rolls and tea. “Yhe rolls
we very aptly call "anine pounderst.

Ir the afterncon I run over to the Camp but he no
Turther news about the fighting., Irock and aird (who has
been promoted to a Lieauenﬁnt} come back with me, and e sing
hymns vigerously Zor a couple of hours, with much enthusiasm
and enjoyuent, if not with very much gweetnzss.
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Wednesday, 13th lMay -

Up all last night on duty but no alarm occurs.
Today 1s veautifully bright and warm and I go over to
the Camp for a short time. Captains Delarere and
MacDonald and Lisut. Lee come back with me to dinner
and exclaim at our luxurious establishment. Newby of
the Guards and iickle come over in the afterncon and
bring us the good news from the General. We are all
delighted at the prospect of getting home, and this news
we all Teel means home. Newby and lickle stay to tea,
but leave early. The Battleiford Home Guard are in
charge of the bridge, and that means death to the
benighted traveller.,

e have now been at rort Otter a week., The priginal
intention was to relieve us at the expiration of this time
and send another Company over. We are altogether too
comfortable however and want to stay. Captain Brown sees
Col, Otter who very kindly says that he could not possibly
be better saticied than to leave a responsible charge in
such good hands, and as the gsrerzl idea at the Camp and in
the Town is that we are in a2 position of deadly danger we
guietly encourage this view and soon {ind that we shall
not be disturbed.

Thursday, 1hth Bbay

Cloudy and threatening in the morning and heavy
snowers and high winds in the afterroon,

We have an exciting day. One of the moll carriers
comes in this morning and tells us that scme fifteen miles
away he met a nunber of teamsters riding South as fast as
thelir horses could carry them. JSome twenty tearns on thelr
way here had been attacked by Indisns, and only five or zix
of the men escaped. The courlier very pluckily came on and

ot in safely though he was seen and pursued.

Shortly after trnis sone five or =ix lounted Police
ride in hurriedly and tell us that they were fired upon
some 8ix miles away, when out on patrel duty, and have
sad to sav lost one man killed and one wounded, This
comes of our enforced inaction. The General has )
persistently refused to allow us to move against Poundmaker
again, and he belng undisturbed has become bold once more.

“moits have been our great amusement nere. Tonight
we have a very good match, Captain Husghes and myself beatiag
Captain Brown and Sergeant ..ajor Kennedy three games to two,
the score in each case being neck and neck to the end,
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Friday, 15th l.ay -

_ We increased our guard last night but have no trouble,
Today is bright and clear and we work at our defences all
day.,

Beird and Harry come over in the afternoon and give us
particulars of the great news from the General.

A party of scouts and Police go out today to the scene
of yesterday's disaster. ‘They find the tody of the
policeman killed vesterday wrapped carcfully in canvass
and decently buried. INost unusual respect to the dead
to be shown by Indians., We learn froa tae scouts that
the Indians camped about six miles away last night and
are now apparently working wmast. “he supply train
captured yesterday was a srall and not important one, but
the next time we may not be so lucky. Perhaps now an
escort will be sent with the supply trains and a preper
guard kept at the haiting places. We hear of one station
where one solitary man is in charge and there are stored
thousands of boxes of beef and biscuit, and more valuable
still a sreat many rifles and much ammunition. This is a
station only some forty miles away and easily within reach
of the litchies.

Saturday, 16th iav

I was on duty all night and have no trouble,
About 1 a.m. a sentry and I have a consultation as to the
advisability of shooting what afterwards we discover to be
a pig. There is now very little difficulty in keeping a
good look-out, the nights are so wonderfully bri-at: we
have only three or four hours of what can be called darkness.
So much ineffective firing took place on the part of sentries
that now they are supplied Wwith buck-shot cartridge and if
they do try to hit anyone they ought to kill zomething though
probably not what they aim at. #e are very proud of the
fact that none of our sentries have yet been foolish enough
to alarm us unnecessarily,

The Colonel honours us by dininz with us today. Ve
give him an "elegant spread' - Bzked pike (captured by the
winning smile of our orderly, who has made a conguest ol a
tco susceptible dusky maidenj tabbit pie (rebbits swarm
near here and our men are beginning to catch nunbers of them),
Plum pudding (without the plums and etceteras) Apple tart and
a few precicus potatoes., Then we have tea, cocoa, prepared
in what the Colonel is pleased to call my "inimitable style®
and last but not least whiskey and water. Ve supply the
water, no slizht thing in this country, but we have a
beantiful well, and the Colonel brings over the bottle.
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He asks us to fill our glasuz
with great enthusiasm when he
news of Ziel's capbure

s and we drink ".he .ueent®
announces the deligntful

Cartain Fuzhes goes out btoday with a squad of men
and captures a cow and pig. The cow a great find and the
thought of nmilk affords us rnuch gratification. The pig
strange to say comes to an untimely end., Its apparently
becoue enraged at some thoughtless taunt flung at it by
one ol the guard, anda commits suicide by rushins on an
unsneathed bavonet. It is a sad fate but we dry our tears
and consign the body to our ice-house. This is another
graand standby at ort Ctter: we really can be guite
Cosfortabls now nere,

Jde have a cholr practice this evening and the singing
wromises to be very good tomorrow. .ajor Allan, llacDonald
and Brock look in for a short tire,

Sunday, 17th :ay

4 very fine beautiful day. ZLast night our sentries
saw two ounted men ride along the trail but had no chance

Eal 1 .
for a shcts

Today we leve a deligatful service: tﬁe mnsic bpeing
really very fine: we indulge in Jac?co%f" Yo deum and in
very pretiy chants for the benite and Benedictors. e have
zlso four hyins qnd wind up with "God S5ave tThe {ueean®,

The fame of our dervices has gone abroad and a number of
officers come over today. Only Baird and the Parson

(Acheson) sbtay to dinner however.

In the afterncon I go over to the Town and stay for the
Presbyterian Service. 3av, Mr, Cameron preaches and the
sermon is very interesting and enjoyable,

Afterwards we go to the Hospi. al and have a chav with
the fellows: all doing well and now we hope out of danger,
tay to tea at the Camp and then icGee, Zrock and Harry
cone over for some nw sic. Aen engaged in the renditvion of
pleasing sacred .selgdies Je learn by signal thot niel has
been court nartialed ahd shot. Joy sits on every countenance
and we sinz our siorioug old anthem with sreat erthuslasn
ard effect.
our
ite close

At the Towm today many {ears are expressed
ol v
ped out, e do

safety here. Boundwaker is supprosed to he
to us and the townspeople expect us bto he wi
nov WOrry hovever,

- L3 -



ionday, 18th ilay

Last nigzht Captain Hughes was on duty and rushes in
about midnight and slarms us. Shots have been fired near
us he ways and Captain Brown and I .:rasp our swords and
revolvers and make for the walls. N o further shots are
neard and we retire again., In the morning we find that
the battleford men have again been discvingulshing then-
seives,

We Goday place more sandbags on our walls, and get
several windows in zoocd condition for sharp-shooters,
Then we stretch wires in front of our ramparts and feel
vhat we have considerably improved our powers of deflence,
Five of our pioneers are sent over this morning to rake
gome loop-holes for us and to bulld a look-out for us on
the roof,

The unfortunate policeman Ellictt, the last victim,
was buried yesterday with military honours. The tenth
man wno has fallen.

We are disgusted to find that the report of Riel's
execution 1s unitrue: really too vad not to have put an

snd to the brute.

Busy reading the Hon., Alex, Horris' "Indian ireatiesh
today. find that our friend Poundmeker's proper name

in
in Cree 1s "Uopeetookerazhanafreeweezin”., No wounder hne
was too much for us,.

Tuesday, 19th ‘ay

Up 21l night, no alarm. -.eather now mild and pleasant
and last night we see a great deal of lizhtnin:. The
sunrise is very fine but stormy looking an d sure enough in
the afternoon we have heavy squalls of rain and hail.

Col. Ctier and Col, Herchmer visit us in the afternoon and
are much pleased at the aprearance of everything. :iutton
and Jodmore alsc look in and take what they are pleased to
call tsketches” of the rort. Then Lesslie ard iajor #llan
come to tea so that we are kept busy entertaining our guests.
e find that during the squall this afterncon the hospital
tent was blown down, and the vnfortunate patients thoroughly
drenched. They were carried into the Police Barracks as
soon as possible, and made coxfortable once nmore.

We have a great treat today. hughes brings over to
dinner the Homan Cdholic Priest the Reverend A H. Biganesse,
a remarkably clever entertaining man, He has spent six years
aniong the Irdilans and is thoroughly acquainted with thelr
ways and character.
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For several hours he delights us by story after story of
the red-man. He sympathizes very much with them in this
trouble, They are he says just like children, know when
they do wrong, but never think of conseguences, and the
young braves are almost beyond any control: though the
chiefs and councillors have lots of common sense,

ldany of the chiefs are very fine men., Poundmaker a
handsone shrewd Indian and much respected by the Crees.
His name should literally be interpreted "the wman who sits
near the pound” and is derived from the 0ld custom of
driving buffalo into an enclosure, when one man renained
nidden near the entrance and closed the gate on the captives:
bnis was the post of honour, and a position that required
& man of skill and nerve, FPoundmaker cannot speak
English or ¥French, A son of his at the lission Schcol

at E%monton: is gquite well educated and will be a "great

The Indians oiften ill-treated by the whites - cheated,
cursed and op:ressed, The settlers often take advantage
of tier, make a bargein with them teo work for a certain
reward, and when the work i1s finished send them off without
any recompense, rrom the Whites the Indians have learned
to lie and steal, Naturslly most honest and truthful, and
even now if an Indian says you can depend on what he says,
vou are quite safe in doing so. One intelligent Stonev's
sole knowledge of knglish consisted in his ability to
repeat the well-known phrase "Get out, damn you® with which
he was greeted as ne approached any white man's dwelling.,

The Father speaks Cree fluently and told us many curious
things about the language. It 1s easy to learn to a certain
extent but there are wany very fine distinctions that are
picked up only with great difficulty. There are no tense
or declensions, but each state of facts is expressed by
a different word, and they are very fond of compounds,

A very strange thing is that the children when they are
able to speak always speak just as their elders; never have
any difficulty about grammatical contractions or what
correspond thereto. ‘'thisg certainly is a great advance on
our much vaunted system of education.,

There are a nunbe- of M"Half Breeds" at present with
Poundmaker, They did not wish to Jjoin in the rising but
Riel sent word to Poundmeker to compel them to go wita him,
and off they had to march. The Half Breed settlement was
some distance from Battleford, and all the inhabitants are
now with the Indians, "With them is also their Priest, a
very fine man, Father Biganesse says.
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The Indians here are pagans. They will not become
Christians because they know they must change their manner
of life. Most of the men have two or three wives and
these women do all the work. The men very lazy, though
now they are becoming better in this respect, and are
willing to do what they can to earn a living. They are
not able to stand continuous labour, The disappearance
of the buffalo a terrible loss to them., From that animal
they supplied all their wants. Now very often reduced to
dreadful straits. The Government allowance goes a very
little way and is in fact often gobbled up by voracious
and not over honest store-keepers without reaching poor Lo
at all, They are tremendous eaters when they have a chance,
disposing of five or six meals a day, but on the other hand,
when nothing is to be had, goingecalmly for days unfed without
trouble., They will eat what no dog would touch. Then he
gives us a couple of instances. In one teeppe in the
Spring when things are at the worst as a rule he found the
family dining off soup, made by boiling some sacking in
which bacon had been wrapped, and which had been used as
bedding all winter, the water being obtained by melting
snow that was taken from the floor of the mansion.

Another case was that of a Chief who had a number of
very good dogs. One Spring things went very hard with the
old gentleman and one dog after another had to be killed
and eaten to keep Him from starving, At last only one,
the favourite companion was left., The pangs of hunger
became too fierce to be borne and at last the old man
decided that this dog too must go. He went out much
troubled and very loath to put an end to his friend when
a brilliant idea struck him, He cut off his dear dog's
tail, picked the bones clean and was revived, handed the
remnants to the faithful animal himself; and both were

preserved,

Indians are very fond of talking. When they know
they are to make a speech they stay apart several days to
prepare themselves, and then very often speak very forcibly
and beautifully. If they want anything they never come
and ask for it directly, but enter into a long conversation
on all sorts of irrelevant subjects, and then gradually
explain the object of the visit. The Indian etiquette is
on coming into a house or lcdge to sit smoking for a
considerable time without uttering a word: then they begin
their talk, They are very much ashamed of themselves if
they are betrayed into speaking angrily or excitedly, and
think it a terrible reproach to be sneered at for loud
talking., They never quarrel with one another directly,
but make accusations against, or compaints of, one another
to a third party, who is the recipient of the mutual
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recriminations, and acts as conductor of the flame,

Of course when they get liguor they lose all control of
themselves and are then terrible friends. They are
very superstitious and will not touch a dead body.
Have a great dread of ghosts and always move camp if a
member of the tribe dies. They are very vindictive,
never forgetting or forgiving an insult, and an angry
word they consider a very grave insult indeed, so that
one has to be very careful in dealing with then.

Father Biganesse does not think the Indians would
kill a prisoner: they know it is to their interest to
take as many alive as possible. They would kill wounded
men, however, because they think that the best thing to do.
The Indians he thinks are poor shots. They are in the
habit of creeping up to their game and never fire till
they get close, They are not much accustomed to rifles
and cannot judge range well,

Wednesday, 20th May

All quiet last night. This morning we go on with our
defensive preparations and Captain Hughes constructs an
elaborate abattis: the men say to give the Indians cover,

In the afternoon I go over to the Camp and stay to
tea., Our supplies are we hear well on their way now and
it is decided to send a party of one hundred men down to
meet the train, One Company of our men is to go and No.4
is chosen (Capt. Kertseman being the next senior Captain

to Captain Brown).

I get back to the Fort about eight and a very few
minutes afterwards we are astonished to see a Priest and a
Breed ride rapidly up to the gate. In a moment we are all
out and find that the Priest is none other than the one
spoken 'of by Father Biganesse yesterday and that he has
come in from Poundmaker with an offer of surrender.

The Indians are some fifty miles away, or more this morning,
and are making their way back slowly. We at ounce send the
Priest to the Brigadier under a proper escort. Behind the
Priest a short distance come some twenty-five prisoners
sent in by Poundmaker, They are the teamsters and some
Breeds and are overjoyed to get back safely. They have
been fairly well treated, but once or twice a discussion
has taken place as to the advisability of shooting them,
and their position has not been altogether a happy one,

It seems that their capture was after all quite accidental,
Poundmaker and his band were making off as fast as they
could to the East and unfortunately just as they crossed

the trail met our waggons.
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There is great rejoicing tonight at the thought
that we may soon be home. With Riel and Poundmaker
disposed of, we may reasonably hope to be free ere long.,
Big Bear should not be able to give much trouble.

fhursdayLAlet May

I was on duty last night and was particularly
careful for fear of treachery,

We have showers all morning, the rainy season is
evidently at hand, and with it will come the dreaded

mosquito.

The Ploneers complete their work today and return to
Camp. We have a most magnificent outlook on the roof
and have a sentry posted there during daylight, that is
at present from 3 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Dr, Strange, Major Allan, Sears, Mutton, Kertseman
and Harry come over this evening and we have some music.

The Priest, the Reverend Father Cochin, returns to
Poundmaker this evening with Col, Ottert's answer., The
Colonel tells Poundmaker the General will be here in a
day or two and that he must come in and give himself up.

Friday, 22nd May

Al]l quiet again last night., A magnificent bright day.
I go over to the Camp but there is nothing going on there,
The men grumble very much at the heavy duty, they have to
perform, Fatigues nearly every day and guards and picquets
each night., Every man on duty as a rule every alternate
night. I return very well satisfied to our own snug,

happy quarters,

Private Watts rejoins today from Hospital, He is not
yet discharged but is now able to be about,

We are told that a courier is going down in the
morning and we write letters this evening - getting very
much disgusted at the long delay in receiving any mails,

For some time we have had drill or bayonet exercise
every afternoon, and our men are beginning to work
splendidly together, a fine looking and very fine hearted,

lot of fellows they are,
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Saturday, 23rd May -

Another fine warm day. Father Cochin returns
from Poundmaker and says he is coming in to surrender.
Two more prisoners come in, Half Breed women -~ the whole
of the Half Breeds are to be here on Monday,

The Priest gives us some information about the fight
at Cut knife, He was present for a time and thinks we
had a marvellous escape. The Indians had surrounded us
entirely and thought they would kill us all; we were in
full view but our fire was so hot they never had a chance
to aim at us properly and thus we were saved. The Priest
does not know how many Indians were killed: he buried
five of his own people and there were others besides these,
The body of Osgoode of the Guards, whom we were unable to
carry off, was buried by him: Poundmaker had with him in
the fight three hundred and eighty braves and about forty
Half Breeds, and besides these there were some two hundred
old men and boys who remained in the camp. Riel had told
the Indians that the Yankees were coming to help him, and
when they saw the dark tunics of the Queen's Own they thought
they were friendly and would turn on the red-coats as soon
as firing began. The Indians were pretty well finished
and Poundmaker wanted to surrender, saying that other troops
were coming up, and if they fought like the ones at Cut Knife,
they could do nothing. The Stonies persuaded him to hold
out however, and as day after day passed without molestatien,
they decided to move and try and join Riel, Every day they
expected to be attacked and advanced in fear and trembling,
They would march a few miles each morning and then spend
the rest of the day in making rivle pits and preparing to
resist us. At last came the news of Riel's defeat and

théy saw the game was up.

The Priest does not thimk we could have advanced at
Cut Knife. 4 deep ravine was before us and we should have

been terribly cut up in crossing that.

Sunday, 24th May

Raining hard this morning but about nine it cleared
and became beautifully fine and bright,

At Reveille we hoisted a miniature Royal Standard and
a Canadian Ensign (the latter yaffled by our gallant
commandant from the Brigade Officer) and our bugler sounded

a Tlourish.

We have service this morning - Broughall officiating
and go in for specially fine hymns and chants,
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The effect bf the Te Deum is somewhat marred however
by the inattention of the "soprano! who turns over a
page five bars too soon, the unfortunate organist failing
lamentably in his attempt to overcome the difficulty caused
by this "previousness™. Have a number of officers at the
Service there being no Church Parade today across the River.,

After Church the garrison fall in, present arms, give
three cheers and dip the Colours. Then the men are
dismissed and supplied by us with some extras for dinner,
and show their loyalty by readily disposing of the good
things. e have quite a party ourselves - the Parson
(Broughall) Lieuts. Gray and Todd of the Guards and
Major Allan, Captain Macdonald and Lieuts. Georsge and
Hickle of "Ours" and astonish our guests by our bill of fare.
Snow-bird soup, rabbit pie, canned corn beef, brawn, beans,
raubarb pudding, apple tart, rolls, tea and coffee.

The rhubarb by the way nas a history. I discovered
some plants ten days ago and have carefully watched and
tended them since. Yesterday the owner of the garden in
which the plants nad been found by me came in to see us
and casually remarked that he had come over to see his
garden and to pick a little rhubarb for his Sunday dinner;
said moreover that nis rhubarb was as a rule very fine, and
that he would bring us some on the way back. At that very
time all the tender shoots that had flourished in the favoured
spot were quietly simmering in our pots. Our friend did

not return.

The General comes in tonight about eight by steamer,
Capt. Hughes goes over to hear the news. He tells us on
his return that the General has brought up six Companies
of the Midland "AY Battery and some scouts; the other
troops expected in a day or two. e now hear full accounts

of Batoche.

bionday, 25th may

I was on duty all night and have the men up at a very
early hour and see that evervthing is in thoroughly good order.

About half past eight we receive orders to parade at the
camp at ten and shortly after nine Captain Brown and thirty-
five men march off, leaving me in charge of the Fort with
some ten files, The Company no sooner cross the River and
reach the Brigade Office, than they are ordered back, tne
scouts having reported that the Indians are coming in, and
it Dbeins deemed advisable to keep all our forces in the Fort.
The General is to come over and inspect us in the afternoon.

we watch with great enjoyment the review of the troops
on the Battleford Common. A beautiful sight it is in the
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hright sunlight. e ourselves are not to be out-done

and go through the official prozramme, forming 2 Batn.
with our Guard ard Gompany {(Captain Hughes taking command)
and marching past Cantain Browh, our reviewing officer,

in Column, Juarter-Column and at the Double; having first
of course given the "Royal Salute' and three hearty cheers,

About 4 p.m. we are warned that the General and his
Staff are crossing the Bridge. e just are nicely
prepared for him when he rides up and after acknowledging
our salute inspects us, and is highly complimentary.

He goes over the building and spends some time in the

look-out nest, and departs evidently under the impression
that we are a deal too comfortable. We hear that he does
not approve of comfort and =zxpect to get''nmotice to aquit".

This afternoon we can see some three miles away a
number of horsemen and waggons and the smoke of camp fires,
Col. Herchmer rides out to inspect them and finds that thsy
are the Half Breeds who have been with Foundmaker, and tells
us they are coming in in the morning. Foundmaker himself
is expected tomorrow,

Tvesday, 26th May

A very bpeautifuvl day. Darly in the morning the
Half Breeds come in; some thirty families and a dirty
looking lot they are.

Just after breakfast the look-out sentry reports thst
two horsemen are coming in and these turn out to be an
Indian and Half Breed who report that Poundmaker is just
behind, Col., Williams, who just at this time rides up,
takes charge of the Indian. and gallops off with him to
report to the General, Soon we see & band of horsemen
approaching rapidly and ere long the renowned Cree chief
appears before us. Cantaln Brown is unfortunately at
the Brigade Office but Captaih Hughes and myself receive the
Braves at the gate of cur fortress with becoming dignity.
Poundmaker is accompanied by some fifteen sub-chiefs and
councillors and the appearance cf the band is very
picturesque and striking, The Great Chief himself is =
very remarkable looking man; tall, very handsome and
intelligent looking and dignified to a degree. He wears
a handsome war-cap made of the head of & cinnamon bear,
with a long tuft of feathers fleating from it, a leather
jacket sutdded with brass nails and worked with beads,
long beaded leggings coming up to his hips and brightly
coloured moccasins, while over his shoulders hangs a very
gaily coloured blanket. The others are dressed in much
the same manner and all are elaborately painted.
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Poundmaker shakes hands with us without dismounting or
uncovering but all the others get off their horses and

E take off their caps before they approach us. After a
short talk we send the party on to the General and when
Captaln Brown comes back hear from him an account of the
pow-wow between the chiefs and our commander; the seene
must have been a wvery curious one and the whole affair
not a little interesting. Foundmaker and some of his
chief men are put under arrest, the others are sent off
to their Reserve and all stolen property is ordered to be
given up. A1l day long the Indians continue to come in
bringing with them many rifles, ponies, waggons and other
spoils; they look most unlovingly at us as they pass and
evidently are not at all pleased at the present vhase of affairs.

The 90th came in this afternoon and most of the
officers spent the evening at our camp. Captain Brown
and 1 go away and have a very Jjolly time., The S0th
officers a most decent lot and we get on swimmingly
together. They are all terribly down on the General;
say he has lots of pluck but no head and threw away chance
after chance. We also hear a good deal about the Midlanders;
they nave managed to make themselves pretty universally
disliked; had a company and a half at Batoche, but talk
as if they had done everything there. Two of their
officers vesterday had the bad taste to visit the kounted
Police camp and accuse the Prince Alvert Police of cowardice;
very soon they found it too hot and had to depart; today
they have been ordered to make a public apology.

A mail is to leave tomorrow and today many lietters

are written. e are quite in despair now and never
expect to hear from our friends again.

wWednesday, 27th May

e have rain this morning for a szort time and a few
showers through the day. A large number of Indians come
in dringing with them some eiphty waggons and carts and
over one hundred horses; these are all seized and the
Indians sent away.

Have a very jolly and very good dinner today -
Captain Howard of '"Gatling" feme ~ Major Buchan and
Lieut. Campbell of the 9Cth and Caot. Macdonald our guests.
We have a neat repast -~ rabblt pie, brawn, rushrooms,
currant pudding, apple tart, rolls doupghnuts and tea and
coffee, I am much complimented on my housekeeping.

Howard gives us a very quaint and entertaining account
of the campaign. He is tremendously down on the General and
as he is not in our service is able to express his opinions
with charming frankness.
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This morning Lesslie comes over with a large fatigue
party and works for some time at one of the large rooms,
putting it in order. He tells us a concert is to be glvan
by the Regiment. We feel that we might, without being
considered as putting on too much side, have been consulted
apout the affair,

Today picguets are done away with across the River,
and we reduce our guard here, After this we decide that
1t will not be necessary to 8it up all night but that a
visit every two or three hours te the sentries will be

sufxmczont.

Thursday, 28th May

A very fine warm day. The Grenadiers and "C" School
march into camp this morning having arrived by steamer
late last night.

The chief Moosemin comes in today. He has been
loyal during the trouble and is well received,

The Hegimental Concert in the evening is a very great
success; the songs and speeches being capital. The only
drawvack is the want of space, crowding spoils all comfort.
The General and most of the officers are present. There
are many rumours afloat avbout the General's treatment of
Col., Otter. No-one knows exactly what has occurred but
ne has certainly given the Brigadier a wigging; probably
because the old man thinks nhe has been done out of some
chance of glory.

Scouts from Gen. Strange reach us today. Big Bear
has escaped him apparently and gone off to the North but
we get no definite information.

Today volunteers are asked for, for service here.
ot an officer or man in our Company is willing to remain,
The fact that volunteers are needed shows pretty plainly
that it is the intention to send most of the troops home.

We rejolce,

Friday, 29th kay

i fipne warm day. Very quiet, lany officers visit us
and talk "Batoche" till we are 111. It is really amusing
the calm way in which these fellows talk to us about the
heavy flﬁhtlng they have done., Heavens knows none of the
flghus have amounted to much, but as they go Cut Knife is
not to be despised. There we lost in one morning &as many
men as were killled at Batoche in four days out of a force
three times as numerous as ours. There they fought nearly
three to one; at Cut Knife we had more than our own number
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of men opposed to us. But then they had a real live
General to command them and booming the fight means
something very tangible in the future for him. He
certainly seems to be a poor specimen; hear some very
queer thlngq about his deals in horse-flesh and furs, and

as far as his treatment of some of his officers that is
quite too disgraceful.

Indians continue to flock in today.

Saturday, 30th May

Fine and warm. I am on duty and %Lay in the Fort,
In the afternoon Moosemin oasses with his trible - a dlrty
looking lot of wretches.

Much to our joy a mail at last arrives, omr [irst for
sixteen days and our letters are indeed aporeCLated.
The mails of a fortnight we miss however and find they are
somewhere on the way, but exactly where is not known,

Captain Hughes comes over late at night and tells us
about Gen. Strange and the General!s intention to take
only his own Brigade to assist him. We feel terribly
indignant, for whatever the rules of the Service may be
about a comménder keeping particular troops with him,
here at least we are entitled to a show. The other column
has done its work and the Indians are our legitimate prey.
Jealovsy of the too gresat success of Col. Otter at the root
of tne whole matter.

Sundav, 31lst May

. A clovdy showery day. This morning the troops leave
by boat for Fort Pitt.

fcheson holds service for us and Lloyd, Cooper, Morey
and Jatts are able to join us. They and Capt. Todd and
Harry Iickle dine with us.

Macdonald, George and Raird look in in the evening and
our grievances are discussed at length and various modes of
showing our resentment proposed; it is felt however, that
nothing can be done though the &ffair is an infernal shame,
Even the officers in the General's column think this.

sonday, kst June

Fine and warm. The great excitement of the day
is the arrival of Hume Blake. He has left the supplies
some sixty ailes away, the teamsters wishing to look for

some horses that have strayed away, and has driven on in 2
buck~board.
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The luxuries sent up fill nine wangons and fifteen carts
he tell us, and ought to be in later tomorrow or early on
Wednesday. The thought of the approaching feast olmost
reconciles vs to the idea of being kept here while Rig Rear
is disposed of. A large supply train comes in in the
evening, bringing mails with 1t. Je get papers for three
weeks down to the 9th may and sit up ti1ll all hours trying
to catch up with the times., #e are much disgusted at the
accounts of the Cut Knife affair, but we could expect
nothing better from corresvondents who keen themselves
carefully out of the way hehind oat-bags and under waggons.

Tuesday, 2nd June

Fine and clear. There is a Bripgade Parade this
morning &nd most of our Company go over; I am left in
charge, The Zrigadier ~ives the mepn a “ilking to ah ut
thair confrunded lstter writing and complainings.
Speaks very well T am told, The Company stav at the
Camp for dinner,

The Brigadier pays me & visit in my loneliness, and
haes a long chat, Tells me i1s going to put the political
prisoners in our charge as the accommodation at the Fort
is too cramped. Some of the ..rtillery came over and put
a room in order for the vprisoners roception.

Captein and frs, Wash slso honour me with a visit and
stay to dinrner. It 1s quite a novel sensation to take a
meal with a lady. The Capbtain has come over to look after
sote of hls belongings and ldentifies and cavries off a
number of articles.

wednesdav, 3rd June

A narty of officers go off today to se
detaining the suppy train. A short way do
they meet & trader cominy up who PAssed the

) ~
1 ef

thirty-~five miles away. They should ther
tomorrow.

Hughes and I go over to the Camp in the afterncon and
inspect the Hall Breeds, 3Se ome of the boys pnractising
with vows; Lthey are very skilful with the weapon and take

crest delight in sending an arrow through a small riag as
it rolls rapidly aloag the rround.

we stay at the Camp for tea and when we get back to the
fort find that ten prisoners have been sent over to be under
our charge. Among them is Foundmalker. He sometime ago
orophesied that he would yet occupy the Government House at
Battleford, and now he does, but perhaps not quite in the
manner he hoped or expectad,
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Capt. Brown is very proud of the formal warrant of
commitment and intends to frame the document,
Her is & copy.
Battleford, 3rd June 1885
Brigade liemo
Captain Brown will take charge of and
be responsible for the under-named
rrisoners charged with treason - felony -
viz:
Poundmakar
Yellow Mud Blanket
Breaking the Ice
Lean Man
Crooked Leg
Charles Bremner
James Zremner
William Frank
Baptiste Sayers
Harry Sayers
He will see that they are properly fed,
and sufficient exercise for the

preservation of health allowed them.

"W, D. Otter " Lt.-Col.
Comg. Battle'd Coln,

Capt. Brown,
Comz. Detacht. JOR
Govt House
Thirty men of No L under Capt. Xersteman go to Fort Pitt
this morning as escort to steamer carrying subplies,
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Thursday, A4th June

Fine and clear but very windy. Our prisoner,
Crooked Leg, 1s today taken back to the Fort; he is
accused of murder and we are to have charge of political
prisoners only. ihen the Indian is informed that he is
to be moved again he piteously entreats that he may be
shot at once and not troubled any more,

Harry Brock and Hume Blake drop in this morning
impelled by the wasted visages and mournful entreaties
of their comrades to make one more attempt to reach and
hasten on the long delayed supply train. We persvade
them to stay to dinner. They depart looking less hungry
indeed but still we hope impressed with the necessity of
bringing on the much reeded succour. They do not fail
us and return about five with the joyful intelligence that
the luxuries are close at hand; sure enough ere long our
eyes rejoice at the vision of white covered waggons coming
slowly down the trail and the hard tack siege is at an end.
Hurrah for the good ladies of Toronto. Captain Brown and
I go over to the Camp in the evening, there a scene of wild
confusion greets us. Boxes and parcels are evervwhere and
half a dozen officers are slowly identifying and numbering
the various packages and evolving order out of chaos.
A hungry crowd of eager Jooking priwates at first wait in
mournful patience for the hoped for distribution of good
things but it is soon seen that nothing in that way can be
Accomplished tounight and they are packed off to their tents.
With great difficulty we manage to find a package forwarded
by "mine host" of the "Hub™ to certain officers, and from
it take suspicious looking oblong parcel addressed to
Capt. Hughes. This has veen eagerly expected by him.
He opens it on our return to the iort and finds therein a
two pound can of corn beef. He seems disappointed.

Our Co, Sergt. Major Kennedy departs this life today
dzeply recretted by us all, Business of importance recuires
his presence in Toronto.

Friday, 5th June

4 dull gloomy morning and rain in the afternoon.

No. 1 Co's share of pood things reaches rort Otter
this afternoon and we enjoy ourselves amazingly in
investigating the contents of the various consignments.

We seem to have everything from a »lum pudding to a pair of
scissors and the '"bovs" revel in unaccustomed luxuries
thoughtless of the morrow. Some kind friend has forwarded
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a box of rnodmayt!s Ready Relief; from present appearances

this will be very useful in a dayv or two. Captein Brown

is fortunate enocugh to receive a bottle or two of "7 year old'!.
Je sit np till an advanced hour indulging in cheese,
conversation and cordial and about 1 a.m., are joined by

Grand Round in the person of Major Allan. He appreciates

the situation and remains till 2.30 a.m. and then departs

in a cheerful frame of mind making strenupus efforts to

ride through the unopened gate of our fortress.

Saturday, 6th June

Very fine and bright but windy.

A steamer comes down from Fort Pitt last night and
brought down four wounded and six sick men. The hospital
tent is very wmuch crowded and Cooper, Varey and Llovd are
sent over to us. They rejoice in the change. ‘

We are very much pleased to hear that Big Bear has
departed; it would have been too much if the General had

got him,

I see today at the Town Mrs. Juinney who was one of
Big Bear's prisoners and from her learn many interesting
particulars about the Chief and his band. The prisoners
have been fairly well treated though at first it was touch
and go with them, Big Bear very much frightened and much
disgusted that promised Fenien aid has failed him,

The Cuards went out last night to Cut knife and return
today with the bvody of Osgoode, They tell us that the
position taken by the Indians was immensely strong, coulee
bahind coulee and all fortified by rifle pits; a charge
could have led to nothing but disaster. They found six
dead Indians in one teepee and saw a number of graves, so
that a loss of five only is certainly much below the mark.

0dd parcels make their appearance all through the day
and we are astonished when we could up our spoils, Captain
Brown has, among other trifles, seventy-five gans of fruit
and dry goods enough to furnish a first class ready made
clothing emporium, 1 get a large number of useful articles;
in many cases nothing indicates the kind donors. 4 gift
of tobacco from the Accountants Office - Osgoode Hall -
much delights me and I rejoice exceedingly in the discovery
of an air pillow, a most valuable adjunct to one's comfort

in camp life.

Lieut. Mickle burst upon us this evening in the
radiance of a new beauty. His tailor has "trusted" him

for his serge.
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Sunday, 7th June

Bright Beautiful clear day.

We have a very delightful service this morning,

Acheson in charge - a large congroadtlon and very good

singing. GCol. B117er Capt. and Mrs. Nash, Dr, Naltress,
Dr. Brown and Acheson dine with us. The repast beggars
description; the list of luxuries is %oo long to be here
transcribed; suffice it to say that the meal did no dis-
credit to the snowy cloth and napkins that today astonished
our delighted guests.

Poor Osgoode is buried this afternoon, he is 1laid in

the quiet sloping corner where now rest so many of nis comrades,

This evening we receive orders to be prepared Lo move
tomorrow to cut off Big Bear's retreat. We rejoice at
the prospect of having something to do, but deeply lament
at the trnought of the many good tnings that must be left
behind. Once more will pork and hard tack become our

trusty friends.

Kertseman and his men get back from Fort Pitt tonight
just in time. They report everything dquiet there,

A mail comes in this evening., No less than twelve
letters gladden me and I sit up till 3 a.m. enjoying and
answering them.

Monday, &th Juns

Another besutiful dav.,

48 we are so soon perforce to forsake the Ilesh pots
of Egypt we deterwine to make the most of our time and
bOdaV at breakfsst sample every concelvable article
Capt. B. and Fee come baaly to grief over some comnouhd
rejolcing in the taking title of canned clams,

The prisoners are taken to Fort Biattlefnrd this morning
and we get out traps in order. 4bout 3 p.m. we sadly and
relucbantlv leave Fort Otter gilving three mearty cheers for
our old home before filing out of the gate. 8o ends a very
happy chapter in our North west life and we turn the page on
five weeks of pleassnt and profitable existence,

‘e find the column not quite ready to march, but after
a short half hour's delay we start and make our wav down to

the steamboat landing, and procead Lo nvess to the I'>rth Ban



of the Saskatchewan by the steamer "Baroness"., C(rossing
is a slow and tedious process, e are obliged to go in
detachments and the peculiar character of the River
necessitates the taking on each trip of a very roundabout
or rather crooked about course - shoals being plentiful,
there being in fact scarcely water enocugh to keep the
shoals together. It is after nine before we are all on
the North Shore and then we have to "wood up" the old tub,
80 that 1t is quite ten before we march up the steep bank
and reach our camping ground, We are to start very early
in the morning and the night is fine so that we do not
pitch tents but bivouac in the open, turning in in our
blankets after disposing of a cup of coffee and a morsel
of bread and sleeping the sleep of the just.

Tuesday, 9th June

Reveille sounds at 3.30 a.m. an unearthly hour to our
unaccustomed ears. A hasty breakfast and at 5.15 we start;
the new "Otter!s Column" is composed of some 20 scouts,
30 men and two guns - WA'" Battery under Col. lontizambert -
L5 C. School - L5 oot Guards and 250 ueen's Own.
We leave most of our buglers and a number of sick and wounded
behind. We have with us provisions for ten days and are
told that we are to wander with systematic aimiessness for that
period over a part of the country to the North known as the
"Squirrel Plains",

We have a terribly trying march of twelve miles in the

morning, the heat being almost overpowering to the men in
their present poor condition. A paddle in a friendly slough
and a rest of some four hours restore us to something like

old time energy. We start at 3 p.m. and soon reach a stream
called Jack Fish Creek fourteen miles from Battleford,

This is a stream of clear sparkling water, and so unlike
anythinz we have as yet seen in this country that we imagine
there must be some mistake, The water is considerably more
than three deev. The command "prepare to wade! is given

and soon a Highland Rrigade (only more so) makes a bold desh
through the rushing waters and clambers eagerly up the steep
bank of the little river. Then we follow its winding course
for many miles and about eight reach its source Jack Ffish Lake,
twenty three miles out. Not bad for the first day. Here the
country is very beautiful - park-like prairie with clumps of

trees and pretty little lakes,

We bivouac again curling ourselves in our blankets and
dropping off anietly about sleven.
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Wednesday, 10th June

wWe are roused at 3,00 sharp and off we start shortly
after half past four. Another very hot march tries us
but abcut ten we halt near a small clear lake, and are able to
indulge in delightful swimming. Our siesta is disturbed
by the report of a rifle and a bullet whistles through the
branches close to the heads of Harry and myself who are
indulging in a snooze somewhat apart from the common herd.
wWwe are anxi.ous for a moment, or two but no further shots are
fired and we find that the one report has been caused by a
careless teamster who allowed a rifle to go off during some
clumsy handling.

We have to cross several bad muskegs in the afternoon
and our progress is considerably interfered with. Je do not
cover much more than eighteen miles, All day we pass through
peautiful country and tonight, as before, find no difficulty
in reaching pleasant waters to bathe in. A great boon it is.
Then too we are gladdened by finding evervwhere quantities of
sweet smelling flowers and we feel very hopeful about enjoying
the expedition if these good things are to last. 4e tnink
with some degree of dread of the genial mosquito but so far
we have escaped and we have veils with us 1f the charming
insect does make his appearance.

This evening some excitement is caused by the sudden
appearance of a Nitchile In our midst, one at once imagining
that he is a messenger from Big Rear. I+ turns out however,
that he is as far as he will confess and as far as we can
know an innocent and harmless wanderer whom Sears and the
scouts have run across and sent in, and after careful
guestioning he is allowed to depart. -

Tnursday, 11th June

Another verv warm bright dav; a pleasant breeze
makes the marching less trying and we get over a good deal
of very lovely country, We reach & point about for miles
from a lake called Turtle Lake, and the scouts reporting
that it will be difficult if not impossible to reach that
vody of water, we retrace our steps a mile or so in order
to stop at 2 rgood camping ground. we go in swimming as
nsual in the friendly slough, but this time we come badly
to rrief and emerge from a refreshing plunge literally

covered vith too attentive horse leeches.

This afternoon we pass an Indian grave - a trench
that is about three feet deep with a body lying at the
bottom and sticks laid across the top, An unprincipled
medical student makes off in triumph with the skull of tne

poor occupant,



Friday, 1l2th June

Rouse as usual about 3.00 and make an early start.
The heat is very trying again and we do not at all
appreciate an aimless wandering of some ten miles or so,
which the scouts cause us to indulge in. They are trying
to move off in a new direction but come badly to grief
among the numerous muskegs and we halt disgusted and
dispirited after some five hours hard work not much more
than a mile from our starting point. We are consoled
nowever when we find that we are near a stream of clear
cold water, and have as a camping ground one of the most
beautiful spots a man could wish to rest in., e are on
the brow of a grassy hill, a green valley running at our
feet and groves and lakes innumerable around us; and then
we look towards the Turtle Hills for a bvackground and feel
that even in the North West there is something to be
thankful for,

A thunder shower scmewhat disturbs us in the
afternocn, but fortunately does not amount to much and
the ilmpromptu shelter hastily prepared by the men are not
very severely tried.

We take advantage of our rest and have a pleasant
concert in the evening a luxury we appreciate after
prolonged abstinence.

The nights are now very short in fact there is

virtually no night at all., In this Northern country one
can read print with ease between half past ten and eleven,

Saturdevy, 1l3th June

Had a clear frosty night and the weather this morning
has completely changed; we go about in overcoats and even
then shiver. de start about our usual time and after a
short march reach our old trail of Thursday and make our way
once more towards Turtle Lake, stopping some three miles from
it at a large Creek called Stoney Creek. Here we have lots
of time to ourselves and indulge in fishing, capturing several
good pike., We have drizzling rain at intervals all day and
towards night a steady downpour comes on but we do not pitch
tents, the men making shelters with bushes and rubber sheets

and being comparatively comfortable.

Enjoy today a very good thing, that is soup made from
compressed vegetables - a very pood idea for camp life,
ilso see today a useful idea for horse dealers - a new nmode
of keeping horses in hand. One docile animal is led, and
the others are strung out behind, the head rope of one fastered
to the tail of the unfortunate animal that precedes it.

wit

A courier goes back to Battleford today to see if any
orders have come for us, and takes a mail with him.



Sunday, lith June

A cold damp miserable night and we are all glad to
take advantage of the cook fires at an early hour.
after breakfast Nos 2, 3 and 4 Cos. and the Guards
march to Turtle Lake, No. 1 Co. and "C" School remaining
in Camp, I go with No. Z however and see the Lake,
A very fine large sheet of water it is and on the Southern
shore 1s a Hudson Bay Post now deserted. We stay at the
Lake for a few minutes only and then return to Camp.
Col. Otter tells us that he wished the men to see the Lake
and that except with the view of gratifying them he had no
object in going there,

The day becomes warm and bright and we pass a
pleasant lazy Sunday; have no service but sing hymms
for a long time in the evening.

Mondav, 15th June

Last night was bitterly cold thick ice forming, and
this morning as soon as the sun rises we are enveloped in

heavy mist.

Our scouts came in this morning and report that a
large band of Lndians has tataly pasced Lastwards fnllnwing
a trail slightly to the North of our present position.
Evidently this must be Bilg Bear snd it is decided to retrace
our steps towards Bzttleford as we cannot go further North,
and perhaps we shall obtain some information as to what it
is possible for us to do.

At Roll Call it is found that one of our men - O!'Brien,
is missing. He went towards the Lake this morning and has
evidently lost himself. Our Company is left behind to look
for the poor fellow and the Column takes its departure about
4 p.m., wWe send out several scouting parties and shout and
fire rifles at regular intervals but our scouts return
without the wanderer and no shouts answer ours, and we
hegin to despair. About 10 o!clock however, we hear a
feiht cry in the distant marshes, dash in the direction
it comes from, and soon bring back our overjoyed comrade.

He tells a pitiful tale of his long lonely wanderings
through the gloomy swamps, but has evidently kept up with
gr-at pluck in spite of the trying circumstances and was
determined to struggle on to the end. rortunately he had
with him two dogs, and the presence of these animals must
have been a great comfort to him. He comes in wet, tired and

delapidated but scon revives.
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Mosquitoes bother us a good deal tonight; the first
time that they have really been troublesome, and now we
begin to feel that it is possible to believe the hideous
tales we have so often listened to of the size and ferocity
of the North West species of this genial animal,

Tuesday, 16th June

We rise this morning at the awful hour of two, having
had little more than a couple of hours rest and reach the
column at its camp about six miles away shortly after six,

We are disgusted to find that orders have reached us
and that we are to be kept out here for some indefinite
time longer, and are now to make for a Lake called Stoney Lake.
Brock goes down to Battleford with a guide and some teamsters
to bring up supplies; our stores are nearly exnauvsted and
some artlcles - sugar and tea - have quite run out.

The column starts soon after we rejoin and we have a
longz hot dusty march of twelve miles - particularly trying
naturally to our Company but they all hold out till the
welcome camp is reached, The ground chosen is not very
good, but we are close to good water and cannot complain,
The Lake is not very large but the water is very clear and
the place very charming., Unfortunately rushes grow near
the gshore and the swimming is not good. wWe are to camp
here several days we hear, and so tents are pitched for the
first time since we left Battleford.

ie see quantities of ducks here as well as all through
this Northern country. We have however only one or two guns
in the Column and can do very little in the way of shooting.

This evening we have a good deal of fun getting up a

pool on Brock's return; a very successful auction is held
and large prices are realized for the favourite chances.

Wedresday, 17th June

We have a quiet, uneventful day. Capt. tutton goes
down to Battleford to hurry on supplies as our condition is
fast becoming desperate; we have little left now but hard tack
and dried apnles.

Col. Otter and a number of officers and some scouts go
off todey to visit Yellow Sky a supposedly friendly Chief, who
is camping some twenty mlles away. Lesslie and Hume RBlake

are of the party,
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Harry and 1 spend the afternoon skylarking on an
old raft. It will accommodate one man only and each of
us mekes desperate efforts to be that one; 1in the progress
of the struggle Harry goes overboard and as he falls flings
his pole from him; this striking me very nearly puts an
end to my earthly careeer and we soberly return to shore.

Men find the black forage caps very warm and trying
and are now manufacturing very natty looking substitutes
out of old flour bags. One good friend cuts my nalr and
then presents me with a dainty specimen of the new regulation..

Thursday, 18th June

inother uneventful day but the resgt is grateful and
comforting. Col. Otter returns today and the party report
that they have had lots of fun, and bring back a good many
furs. There are about two hundred Indians in the Band,
and most of them have been with Bilg Bear. wWe shall
probably tzke some of them to Battleford but do not burden
ourselves witin them now as provisions are too scarce.

Have an elaborate supper tonight in Sergeant Cranyn's
teepee. Lieut. klckle and myself the only guests. Our
worthy host produces from a hidden store & tin of tongue
and we revel in the unaccustomed luxury.

4 scout comes in from #Fort Pitt today; has no
despatches and can give us very little news.

Friday, 19th June

we had a very heavy thunderstorm last night, and this
morning everything is damp and muggy; the warm sun soon
puts things to rignt.

Yellow 8ky comes in this morning to collect some debts;
He is a good looking Indian, not unlike Poundmaker but not
as fine & looking fellow. He tells us he is moving camp
and that his people will pass close to us in the afternoon,
4 number of wen obtain leave and go out in the hope of
seelng the Nitchies. Disappointment howeverresults as
the bankd has tsken a trail that leads them from us.
Col, Liiller t:kes Harry and myself in the ambulance waggon
with him and we make a search for the red-men but fail to
find tnem. Harry and I decide to walk back when we are
some four miles from camp, and have a plessant ramble.
Je gatner quantities of beautiful flowers; the country is
positively 1like a garden so many and so varied are the
plarts that bloom everywhere around us.



By sone strange mischance the ammunition wagzon today
catches fire and we narrowly escape destruction; an
explosion would have finished most of us as the store of
shell and cartridge is large. Fortunately the smoke was
seen before the fire gained much headway and we were saved.

Saturday, 20th June

Very cold in the early morning and blowing a gale,
but fine during the day.

#e have & "route” march this morning going out some
four miles. The rest of the day vasses in the usual
lazy manner.

Breck rejoins us this evening and brings & few supplies,
one or two lstters «nd a few odd newspapers. The main
suprlies will he says soon be here, We have today some
fresh meat, the prcduct of some of the cattle retaken from
the Indians, but the meat is very unpalatable without salt,
and practically we have lived on hard tack and have none too nmuch
of that. The Colonel much to our gratification wins the pool.

Sunday, 21st June

£ very fine warm day., Nutton comes in this morning
naving driven straight through from Battleford, sixty miles
in eleven hours.

We nhave & Church Parade snd a short service; the heat
iz Loo great to silow very much to be done.

Have & oguiet afternoon and after tea Harry and I take
a long walk going tarough some beautiful country.

‘He scouts report that they have some on Bip Bear's trail
and we are told that we are to strike camp tomorrow and attempt
to follow him; & pretty indefinite sort of chase 1 fear, but
it is some confort to be on the move at 2ll eventse.

onday, <<nd June

Very fine and warmn,

about 4 p.m. we leave camp and march quietly for thre
hours making eight miles and camp on the banks of a clear
running stream, Our route all afternoon lies tnrough &
besutiful rolling country and everywhere we see Juantities
of [lowers and fresh looking grass.



we wear for the first time the blouses uznd havelocks
sent us from Toronto; the latter are neat, cocl and
serviceable and the former, made of gray flannel are mosh
serviceable also and remarkably comfortable though too loose
to be very navty. However the regiment looks much better
in the "uniform’ such as it is than in the mixture of
costumes that hiehterto has been visible around us,.

We blvouac as early &s possible hsving been warned
that an early start is to be made.

Tuesday, 23rd June

idevellle this morning at two and a start is effected
few minutes after three, and after four hours and & half
of m&rkhing we halt on the shorz of a beautiful lake called
Birch Lake. The scouts who have gone ahead are Lo meet us
here 1f they géln any informetion, and we are ordered o be
ready to move at any minute. The day passes gquietly and
plezsantly, all enjoying glorious b:thing, and we are by
no means digpleased when tovards evening we are told that
Je are likely to be here for a day or two.

o

The ceamping ground is delightful; a grassy meadow
gently sloping down to the shore, pure water at our very feet
and the magnificent lake studded with well wooded islands,
stretching before us. ulte the most beavtiful spot we have
a8 yvot seern in the North Jest. Je do after some searcn find
that a birch tree or two is to be seen in this vicinity and
as tnat species of tree, or iu fact of any kind of hard wood
is extremely rare here, the name of tihs lake is not altogether
inappropriate.

Yesterday some lontana cattle in cherge of a real live
Cow boy came up from 3attleford and we learn are sent for
consumptive purposes. The céttle are very wild and a
~enersl order werns the men not to approach them. Je
presumte the order refers to the cattle in theiresw state
pult the warnings is equélly applicable to any one desiring
their acrugintance in any state; & steak manufactured irom
e fatling of the herd is presented to us today for our mid-
day meal but all attempts to despateh it are fated.

wha

iednegday, <hth June

We hod strange to siy much difficulty in obtszining any
sleep last night. At first we sufier from heat, our sleeping
arrangements nhaving been made «ith the view of resisting the
ordinary North ./estern coolness and a threatening thunder storm
renderiny the alr unexpectedly close. .iraps are scarce;y
thrown off when down comes the rain; fortunately only a shower
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but quite enoupgh to cause us much inconvenience, and zfter
the rain - not the deluge but - mosguitoes. «#ith the
mosquitoes wshave an enemy to them and to us (especially
to us) & new and improved v.riety of night hewk, guite
unlike the ordinary night hawk of comsmerce, which indulges
at most irregularly distrdcting intervals and frow regions
wholly unexpected, in cries as of the foul fiend himself
in torture. e are allowed a long rest in the morning
however and are able to make up for lost time.

Scouts came in late last night from Fort Pitt. The
General has glven up the chase of Blg Bear and we are to
leave for home, we undersvand,when we plezse., Col. Otter
and Czpt.lutton drive to Fellcsn Lake todiy tvo ses our
scouts, &nd return late at night without ény definite
information, outwhat he hears induces the Brigadier to
decide to remain here a fewdays in the nhopeofl in some way
¢etting on Big Bedr's trail,

bome tants are pitched today as several thunder showers
avpedr to be voerking down upon us, out none come. Most of
us sleep out as usual, &nda are rewarded tonight by seeing a
most woaderful aurora; the sky at times 2 deep crimson with
oright gleams of [olden light Flashing across it; something
wondzrful even for this country of extraordinarly celestial
Phenomena,

Tre Varsity men are delighted to learn today from an
odd paper thut nas come in the success of iiss Brown,
¢ have a meebting and enthusiastically cheer her.

Ikelson, the spokesmén hitherto of the privates, today
sells himself Lo the pfoverning verty and becomes what he has
been pleassd to czll a "two slriped nuisance” - Pte ic3and
Yeelingly volces the congratulations of the disconsolate
deserted ones.

Th“ll“Sday N 25th Jul’le

amuse ourselves as usuzl by swimming, having 211 dzy to
oursclves.

1y

Sears dpnd the scouts came in. They have comaunicatbad
with Irvine but have not managed to locate Big Bear,
-1t is w@lmost hopeless to think of [finding him for his band
has broken up, and innumersble trails traverse the whole
country. .z do not ilnteund to give up Just yet however,
znd some of the scouts o off agsin to see 17 some of
Yellow Sky's band can rive us assistance.

A smell supply troin comss in bringing hard tack which
is very acceptable, we having for some time been reduced to
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an ¢llowance of three per day. Criers are brought for
tne immedizte return of Dr »aLhe and nis starf.

Harey and I acttempt to take & stroil this evening,
put are lgnominiously driven back to camp by mosquitoss.
These insects do not trouble us Strange to say in camp
ous 28 soon as one pubs one's nose outside the circle of
cenp fires down the pests swarm in myriads.

Friday, 26th June

snother blazing hot day and needless to sa&y another
disgracefully lezy one, buough Harry and I 4o manage to
teke a reascnable "OﬂStltutiOﬂ&l in the afternoon.

Dr Nathess and Brown and susterd leave for Battleford
today, Lee going with them. ide is to tring up some supplies
1f vae colunn does not foilow in a day or tuwo.

Indulged in hideous dissipation this evening 1n shape
of whist party, Lieut. Georgs and Chippy Smith pl aying
Hunle Cranyn and me., Last rost" puts an snd to an
exciting contest when the score is tso rubbers all,

Saturdev, 27th June

Damp in morning but soon hot and fine.

Bears sna tne scouts start off sgaeln and take with them
four or five Indians (some of Yellow Sky's band).
The Colonel ana nis orderly (Grand) soon afterwards leave
for Felican Like, chiefly to ses the country, though perhaps
paertly in seercin of loot. Col. L:ontizambert and nis men
start for howe in the afternoon, and we find that we are
pretty sure o be off in a couple of days.

Small supply train comes in znd we get some letters and
a few papers, the latest bezing of date of 1llth inst.

Harry ard I have a delightful ramble this aiternoon,
exploring a large portion of the Lake, and discovering
some wonderfully bvesautiful spots. e see 1n the course
of our wenderings any number of ducks, but have nothing in
tne shape of fire-arms and are unédble to bag any of the game,.

This evening we have sohe very rood music in Hume'ls
teepee. .~ freanch bteamster charges us with his sweet voice
snd makes us long for home and urriy Say as we listen to
the familisr Hebitant folk songs.



unday, 2&th June

e have 4 veary short service tod:y, the sun being too
strong to te borne for any lony period and no shade being
avallable,

In the afternoon I take Harry out for a long paddle, a
birch bark cance having DCG discovered hers, and ve have
a most aelightful teip., The lake secems to be sbout four
milas wide by perhaps six long and the witer is very clear
and pure.

+4e declde this evening to hold a gwimming tournament

tomorrow and an elaborate programme 1s drawn up, and an
influential commnittee appointed.

Col, luller end Grand came back in zood time dave

been through a vary rough country but have @ngoved Lhemselves
preatbly. Havn ot got much spolil apparently.

onday, 29th June

Sears and the scouts return early in the morning having
been again unsuccessful. Bijy Bear as far as c=n bz leerned
has pushed on towards Carleton, and we can do nothing morse.
He 1s however certainly powerless now. .se get orders for
home this wmorning &and start avout thrse in the aiteraoon,
“ha heat belug even then very trying. we mearch till 7.45 pem.

nrou sho2 rather uninte rﬂsulng country, éand tnhen halt, hot,
sty and tired, near & dismal looking slough, having made
about twelve mjles. Cur swimming tournsment has of course
coie to noupht and so we rush in to the uninviting slough
and come out covered wlith weeds &énd leeches regretiting our

tenerity.

One or two of the scouts leave ag.in this evenihg to make
2 Tinal reeort to trace our wandering friend BB. Kot much
cnance ;or them I fear though no doubt they will do their best
as we er & very substantial reward for tne capiture of the
nief.

i
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uvesdey, 30th June

=

Last nipght we werz once more astonished to find it
rather warm for cowfort for rarely indeed is 1t anything
but very cool ners cfter sundown.

revellle at 4 &.m. and we start at 5 a.m. making & very
not fast march of five hours, end reaching Jack Fish Lake.
This time we pass along the Horth Shore and halt slmost
opposite the camping ground coccupled by us on our first
night out from Dastleford. The Lake 1s about eight miles



wide 2nd. elphteen to twenty long, &nd most beautifuvlly
situated. High rolling country on the North and fast,
and well wooded plains on the South., The weter is very
glear and extraordinsrily soft and ansedless Lo say we
thorouznly enjoy the ;lorious bathiny, especidlly as the
heat ¢il day is tremendous. The Like 1s 2 famous f{ishing
ground, indians coming here from all the kobthern country.
e cztch quite & number of very fine pike.

The scouts camne back disconsolate ana our last hope
is abzndoned.

xe make only & short merch of avout two miles this
aiternoon, put wade 2bout one hundred yards waist deep in
water, and save & round of sevérzl miles, which would
necessarily be covered if we marched by the borders of the Lake,

Jednesaay, 1st July

Last night we heve & tremendous thunderstorm; the rain
down in torrents and the lightning was zappalling.

Ca e
Thnis is the outcome of the not, mugry weuther of the last
few days. we rise at three linp and nervelsss,.

we eblrt at four =znd marcn clon;. the sast side of the

Lake &and about five mlles out reach Yellow Sky's camp at

the bouth Liast corner of the Lake, “d co not stop here onut
thas scoutsbriny on some twenty-flve prisoners, Indians wko
are supvosed to have been with Big Bear. Shortly after this

we meet & number of waggons vith supglies on the way to join us.
Yery soon after leaving Yellow 3Sky's caump we rasch Jick l'ish
Creek, the discharge of the Lake, and follow it till we

arrive &t the place wihcre we forded it on the flrst day.

It is then about eipnt otclock wund we nave made ten miles.

w2 uave still fourteen miles to make vo reacn sSattleford,

but there 1s no pood Jater vetween Lhe Creek end that place,

and wedecide to have dinner wnere e dre,

Jiulle resting @ berrible thunderstors: oreaks upon us,
and we becowe soaked., Jith the rain come hall stones of
inconceivable size, many of them bein, fully three guarters
of an inch in dismeter, and wo nave hévd work Lo escape
injury. Je stert as soon as the worse of Lns storm pusses
over and warch &ll afternoon 2. = f2st rate, reiching
Battleford or rather & point on tne Worth Bcnk of tne
Jaskatchewarn o.posite thot place 2bout 7.20 p.m. héaving
covered woday twenty-four milss and rotb being sorry to
Lturn in. Jde find th t no steamers are here so we pitch
tents =nd vrepars  to make ourselves coafortable for a day
or tWO.
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Thursday, 2nd July

Had a most delightful night and not roused till
the, for us, absurdly late hour of eight.

at breakfast I hear that C.pt. kacdonsld is polng off
with twenty men to hunt up some stray Indians who are
supposed to be some little way up the idiver., alfter much
persuasion the Colonel gives me leave (o go. We all go
in wegzons &nd make Dretby Lalr time to Jzck Fish Creek
foLlowznp our old trail to that point. There we dine and
then strikxe ofi across country to the Saskatchewan, rain
pouring down all the time, &nd follow the Banks of 'the River
for some six miles. e see no sign of any Indians on this
side and at last halt opposite & large Indian Caiip walch we
take to be that of a Chief called Swaet Gras The river
is half a mile wide and we have no means of cr055ing.
& see on the other bhank a small punt and tnere are lots of
Indieans about, but in spite of the earnest and vocirlerous
lHVlu-ulOﬂS of our interpreter not one for a long time maxes
eny movement, AL last after much vigorous shoutlno gnd the
adoption of the happy expedient of hoisting a not over clean
towel on & rum-rod &5 2 tolken of amity, three of the natives
enter the punt and paddle across. une proves Lo de the
Cnief "Thunder Child” wno h&s been neatral during the
troubles., He tells us the Indldns we are in searcn of,
three men end ssven women &nd children of 3ig Bear's band
are with his psople, having cressed that mornin ;. I
too late To cross tonight and we therefore have to t
to our chances for the morning,

I‘J

Lt 18
rust

driday, 3rd July

i

Had very little rest last night. The night cold ana
rainy, our blankets wet &nd the boards of the HAg. 0N, in
which hacdonald and I stowed ourselves, unccomonly hard,
Then sose horses seemed to think that we were endeavouring
to concezl oats or some other equine delicacy about our
lower extremities and inslsted upon rooting vigorously from
time ©o time @t that particular portion of ocur ro sumculve
persons, Lots of fun for thes horses vut rather disturbing

to us.

sarly ia the morning r.acdonald and I and Pte Spence
rnd the ilnterpreter kcienna, cross the rniver, naving hard
work to meke way in tne very strong eurrent, sna make our
way into the camp, I must confess we all fslt slightly
nervous when we found ourselves among 2 large number of
bruves 21l locking ready and only too wiliing To cut our
throats, and we realized that we were completely cut off
from all assistance. Howevar the Chief was feirly civil
and we zot the men we wanted. How to g=t them back was
the trouble.
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Fortunately just then some fiftsen police came up having
hecrd of The crossing of the Indisns, and they took our
prisgoners off our hands (metaphorically). OUnly one man
vwiis "wanted® he was ldentified as one of the murderers of
tae priests at frog Like, Je soon re-cross and gush off
at cnce to the Jamp, arriving there about two.

4& Iind thet no stgamers have as yet co.se down, but
that they are expected every day, and that we go on at
once by river to J4innipeg. All hands are busily engaged
in bringiog our volongings scross the river as we are to
remsin on this side till we start. Orossing stones is a
work of much difficulty; we have no means of transport
out two or three leeky punts, and it is no Joke to make a
passage across the swift river and safely avoid the
numerous shoals that beset the track,.

Saturday, Lth July

1 cross tne river this morning the operation occupying
one hour and a gquarter, and necessitating the employment
of much muscle and bad lénguage. It is impossible to
zvold swearing in this country, the nature of the climate
ssems to require exercise in this form. They tell rather
a good story of & gzllent capt=zin who, shocked at the
blasphemy prevalent in his Company, warned his men that it
must be stopped, and gentlyproceeded to remark "Jamn it men,
this damned swearing really must be put an end teo'.
I revisit all the old haunts, but the glory has departed, and
I am sad to gay cheated out of my mocassins, the faithless
nalf-breed having disposed of the locked for spoil to
soie obher man”. liost of our stores are now packed and
many things we gpilve away. 1 re-cross the river comparatively
sasily, the punt having a light load, and the course being
somewhat down stream, and then get all my things in order
for the start which i1s to be tomorrow.

Sunday, 5th July

The steamers come down from Fort Fitt early this
morning and one crosses to tne landing for us. .e strike
camp &@bout nine and merch down to the head of the hillbut
taen find it is blowing so hard that all movement by river
is imposcible, so we have to wsit as patlently as we may for
a lull, It is not till sunset thuat ths Captain thinks it
safe ©o move then we run across to 3attleford and take on
our stores and the :.1dland Batn. Je &re disgusted thalt we
are not poing down witn the 90th. Thel.idlanders are from
all accounts aanything but desirsble companions.

Gol, .uilliams' death -
vh

e are much grieved to near o :
¢ 65th hag also died

i
nerd luck for him Jjust now, One of

-73 -



4

28

encral feeling of gloom the terrible
]

and to add to f
oY ind up the day.

VISTCT
accldent to ohe poor artillery man comss GO

CUur steazer is the "liorth-Jest™; Captain Sheets, and

we expect to be fairly comiortable. Crowded of course but
still we can now Put up with a rood dedl. e are very

sorry Lo be geparated from ths Guards., Thev go with the
1 — Y > R 1 - ] Pl ) P

LOtn and 90th in the ..arguis and the 55th have tne

Tharoness” to themselves.

L.onday, 6bh July

Je walke and find ourselves still in sight of Battleford,
though we are some distznce down the uiver, e left sarly
this morning out heavy wind soon made it imposzible to
proceed and we Y"tie up" guietly at taz first convenilent corner.

Je svend the day “shaking down” 1n our new quarters and
make ourselves fairly comfortable, Thnere i1s no room to
spére, and the cooking facilities amount to nothing, but
in spite of all drawbacks we manace to do fairly well,

Col, Stranizie is in comméand and we have on board General
strange ana several of his stafi. Thers are so many
officers tnat there is no room Lo fess bLorasther and each
re-iment hue therefors to keep apart. Je fare very well
today, our new cook, a srenchman and formerly of B. Battery
ilesg, odroving an acquisiltion. This »romises well for the
Lrip. Je nave at dinner grace and bread; tuo luxuries
unknown for wmonths and either a greab advance towards
civilization. Towards the evening the wind fulls and we
malke a few hours running paseing at one place the 2-roness
on & sand-bar, making vigorous efiorts to climb over, &nd
2t snother B. Buttery en route to Frince ..lbert by land.
se tie uo for the night acvout 9.50 p.r.

fuesdly, 7th July

It blows hard all dey but we manage to make some way,
and sbout 10 &.m. catch up to the herguis, Soon afterwards
we re.ch a place called "Telegrzph Coulee™ and run in to the
penk., This place 1e a provisions depot and we find two
Coupanies of tihe 7th in camp llere in charge. The lerquis
joins us here &nd while stores are being taken on we are
able to hove a chat wita our friends of other Camps, and
stert on our way reireshed and in great spirits.

Je are so far enjoying our sall imcensely; tae scenery
15 not wonderiul but there is olways something pleasant
to look at, ana the process of navigabting the vessel arforads
ground for much amusement. The river itself 1s a most

extraordinary one - a broad shallow muddy stream with
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tremendous currents and cross currents and fuil of
innumerable shoals, islénds and sand-bers, znd with
low-1lying thickly wcoded banks of clay. The steamers
are no less extracrdinery then the river, and consist
merely of a large flat bottoged scowlike frame with gun-
crack upper werks, @nd an immense stern wheel; our boat
with six hundred men and heavy stores on board draws little
more than two feet of water. She is 200 feet by 30,
apparently there is nothing in the river that can hurt
these voats; we run into the bank when and where we fzel
inclined &nd dash along in the most erratic manner.
shoals are avoided 1f convenient but tie old boat does not
seem to put herself out orn thelr account if the came in
the way., Sonetimes we get over them by sheer force,
sometimes climb over thém with our poles and sometimes but
rerely, back off and try elsewnere, Tiie system of
sounding too is highly entertaining, An unfortunate hand
plants himself in the bow armed with & long pole, which he
monotonously and incessantly keeps poking into the unoffending
waters, at each dig vociferating vigorously the depth of
water that he finds. The changes are oftentimes wost
tartling. "wight feet’ six feet™ #ifive fFect scout?
“Three and a half" "Three feet" - is it to be crash?
The polemzn almost tumbles cverboard as the pole fails to
wect any resisting substance and all hands join vigorously
in the welcome cry of "koovvo bottom”,

About half pzst seven we reach Fort Carleton or
rather the remains of it, for nothing is now to be seen but
some charred timbers., The place is bsautifully situated
but now where 1t could hope to be successiully defended,
for on three sides it is commanded by closely bordering
hills, and retreat is cut ofi by the river in front.

s few police are comped here, and they proudly tzll us of
the capture of Bipg Bear. Soon after leaving Carleton we
tie up for the night, and ere long the :érjuis comes down
tolerably clese to us snua follows our example.

seduesday, 8th July

this morning and stay
are warned that our
therefore, as we

Je reach Prince Albert at 7.30
there five hours. Unfortunately we
stey i1s 1o be vary short and we are

momentarily expect to bes ordered to start, unable to

wander far from the ship and do the settlement thoroughly.
Prom what e do see we come Lo the conclusion that Frince
~lvert 1s 2 very taking place, =~ll the youth beauty and
fashion of the community essemble to grset us &nd the ‘boys™
nave lots of fun. e call on Biz 7ear =n nasss: He is
confined in the Folice darracks and is most wretched
looking specimen when captured he literslly was dying of
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stervation and even how his bones are slmost s*“ftl
through his skin. I am introduced to the Liss *CLOQPQ

of foru ritt fame, and find them good locking (very good
looking for tne North west) rather taking and full of
inveresting anecdote. 1 zlso meet George “offatt and
Drzyner, see Col, Irvine and L:jor Crozier and wind up

by reCcLVLRg the bplsCOhel benediction from 'Saskuatchewan
Jack'" as His uOTCuﬂlp tne Bishop of this uUiocese is hare
£z m1llarly called. Trince ~lbert is quite a large place
cpout 1500 inhabitants, but bullt in a very strugglihg
manner along the Banks of the diver, and tne place suflers
from the rivalry between the inhabitants of the 01ld Hudson
Bay portion of it, formerly known as "Goschen! and those
of the New Town.

ile stole a march on the General this morning and gotb
Lo rrince :ibert first. Tals annoys tns old gentleman
énd he now orders us, although our boat is faster than
nis, to stiy behind,

~fter leaving rrince albert we find that the

character of the [Aiver z2lters - now 2 narrow very rapid
stream turning and twisting 1in & marvallous manner, and

in one plizce, aoout fifteen miles from the settlement,
developing into guite & respectable rush of waters, known
2s "Cool"™ or 'Cole Rapidsi, Tradition has it Thal the
name is derived, occording o the orthogropny that one may
be pleased to OTGLPP either frowm the f£rct that tne valuable
min@ral thet spells its name with an "AY was once found

near here, or from the fiact that = distinpulished gentleman
bearing a name idem sonans with that of this mineral but
with 2 more aristocratic turn in the spelling once resided

in the nelghborhood,

oout 5 p.m. We rewch ths Grand Forks of the

aske +cA¢~un the junction of the Norih and South branches
znd here uWMlu us the Alpberta with & number of wounded men
igelii} Saskatoon, and & company of the iidland their escort
The General is to vake them with hip, cnangeshis mind once
more (no unusual proceedins For him if all we hear be true)
and orders us to 0 on ab full speed to Lrand kapids (at the
:outh of the siver). ‘

S

!..13 {,

sfter leawving the Yforks? we run rapidly down the
main stream, navigation being simple and our pro/ress
tremendous. hout 8 p.m.we ssop and  wood up! at
VFort a la Carne’ a small Kudson Bay Post, which is not
used except 1n wint .r, and no one is even 1in charge now,

o

end then push on and ares rumning when 1 nothing loath turn in.
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T

ursday, 9th July

‘;j‘

we nad to "tile up' for a short time last night on
account of fog but are running at hours aguite anne%rd of
by tne ordlnary sober navigators of the river; our skipper
is determined to make a fast trip. He overdoes 1t somewhat
this morning howevar. e leave the main stream and enter
aout ofi" known a5 "3ig Stone rRiver™., The passage is
difficult but the captain expects to be able to et tnrough
and success means a gain of sixteen miles. e do et
thrcugh but lose two hours and & half climbing over ‘a sand-
bar snd repairing the damages sustained in the operation.
wadly we acknowledge the truth of tne familiar adage
"The longest way round 18....."°

‘ +& see no longer this afternoon the steep sandy banks

of the uvper niver but pass instead between low lv1né forests
of poplar and spruce, the trees in some cases belng very

fine indeed. Towards evening the wooded reglon gives

pléace to one of swamp and weed; the stream broadens
perceptibly and becomes comoaratlvely sluggish, and we know
thet the end of our river journey draws nigh.,

have this evening & very pleasant lmpromptu re-union

entertalning all our brother officers. Saskatchewan water,
flavoured witu burnt brown sugar, or something that tastes
like that, discussed amid the cheerful concomitants oif song
and speech,has the affect oi suddenly developing between
ourselives and our callant comrades from the wist the
friendship that has been latent for he past tures days,
In Lhe course of the proceedings Ceneral Strange makes a
speech theét takes us all by storm, and amid vociferous
cheering his toast of "The United ..ilitia of Canada’™ is

gathusiastically done justice to,

Some of the gayerspirits are still up when we touch
at the "Pos L18510n”, the hour is too early to enable us
to see much, but we gaze re vermntly at thsz dim outline of
an old wooden church erected here by some of Sir John
Fronklin's men and by hls order.

fridsay, 10th Jduly

Another beautiful brizht sunny day. Je early rs-ch

he nead of Cedar Lake (1nbo iinich the river widens) a

arge sheet of water, forty-five milazs long znd from [ilteen
to twenty across, and as the glass is "set fair" cheerfully
begin our perilous journey across. Ferilous we very sadiy
seethat it is; very little wind would ralse & see here
that would send our flimsy craft to pleces, and to zvold
danger frow delay we have to run ths risk of danger from fire.
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For our furnaces are fed to their full capacity and
guentities of sparks from the smoke stacks fall everywhére,
on our wooden decks, necessitating much careful watching to
cvoid a conflagration, The lake is however safely and
speedily crossed, the cantain's injunction to the engineer
“make her bump for 211 she 1s worth but don't break anything'
being successfully attended to. After passing the lake

we run for a few miles through a very beautiful stretch of
river. Tne water 1s quite clear, the sediment being left
behind at the bottom of the lake, and the shores are rocky
and prettily wooded. Then every now and then we come to
what may almest be termed "rapids' and we all therefore
enjoy our szil immensely., sbout 5 p.m. wWe reach the dock
at Grand wapids, eight hundred miles from Battleford and
the end of river navigation. The mouth of the river is
some ten miles farther but before it is reachsd gome the
famous "Grand Raplds™ and tha2se are guite impassable for
steamers. Joverything has to pe portaged across to the
mouth and a tramway apout four miles long nas lately been
built to avoid delay in this process. after dinner

(we now have late dinrer) [.acdonald, Harry and I walk down
to the mouth of the river uand inspect the lower settlement.
There is here a Hudson Bay Store, a house or two and some
sood freight sheds and wharves, and adcross the river we see
g large indian village, The Hudson Day egent lives here
by himself and he tells us from the 1léth of last 3eptember
to the 7th June he séw no living creatures but Indians,
and had no communicétion with the outside world., He did
not know till the latter date, when a steamer arrived from
Jinnipeg, thet a rebellion was in progress.

[
14

We are staying on the stecmer tonight, but most of
our stores zsnd luggage are talken acress to the lower
settlement. Here two tugs a&nd some barges are walting o
take us across the Lake to uvinnipeg.

Saturday, llth July

several of the officers arrange to run the Raplds
tnils morning snd I arrance to be one of the party. «e go
in a "York" Boat a finely built serviceable craft much like
a whale boat, manned by three Indians. The dJapids are
nine miles long, wmost beauvtiful and epprarently not very
dangerous, thougn four bumps on the rocks in the course
of our descent snable us to work up some not unjustifiable
excitement, and the occupants of the bow seats came in for a

partisl wetiting. .

The regiments march across early in the morning and
pass the day in a miserable state of uncertzinty. We are
not yet told off to ocur respective birges and have to awailt
the Generall's arrival before szttling down.
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J£2in comes on in the afternoon and malkes taings look
dLsmd 1, .08t of tne men turn in for tne night in the
arehouses and the .. O, K. officers manage to stow
urlers lves away in the engine room of one of the tugs.

Kumbers of fish are caught here today and the men
enjoy the unweanted treat. The officers Aare &ble to zet
meals on the tugs and do full Justice to the fare.

HSunday, l2th July

nzining in the morning and blowing a gale,
The General comes down aoout 10.00 the irarquls and
Bearoness having rescned Grand 2.pids about six, and our
order of route is made known., The steamsr ~“Princess?
is taken possession of by tae Censral and hls stalf,
Field Officers of 10th - 90th and :.idland and sick, wounded
and nurses. The tug "Colvilie™ where there is but litile
accomxodavion is ascigned to tae Field Cfficers of tas
<.0.8. and 65th. The "ned idiver! the smallest barsze of
cur fleet is given to the 65th, Guards and 92nd in all
350 men; the "helson diver" carries the 90th and i:idland

520 men, and the "Saskatchewan" the 10th and ourselves
570 men. We ars not however to leave today as tne alberta
has not made her sppearance. wWe shell of course be

dreadfully crowded and in the meantime stay on shore as
much as poscible. In the afternoon the duy clears and
Harry and 1 have a delignoful walk, going up by the tram-
way track to Grind fapids and coming back by the diver,
about twelve miles in all. The scenery is most beautirul,
everytiing reminds us of wurrey Bay, the trees, rocks and
flowers of the North shore varieties. A&t one p1ace close
to the river in the midst of a thick wood we come upon a
little cemetery some ten or dozen graves surrounded by a
delapidated palisade &nd at the head of each grave a wooden
cross bearing the name of the occupant. No dates are to
be seen but the graveyard is evidently an old one.

bome of tnz officers cross tcday ©o the indian
village and bring back a nuwber of the native dogs -
Huskles - dirty, ncisy orutes they are, and &re anything
out pleasant nelghbours in our cramped querters.

<& are this evening ignominiously kicked out cf the
comfortable dining room of the steamer, and return once
more to the faithful Jules. He nas veen consoling himself
during his enforced leisurs by cultivating the poetic
faculty and hég burst into qQuite vigorous song.
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monday, 13vh July

5till dull and showsry this morning. The Alberta
coires in betimes and evervthing is prepared for & start
wher the Hudsen Bay agent comes down &and complains that
the flagz of the Fost, & very elaborate aflzir, has bes
stolen., «n order is ilssued te tne eflect thuat we do not
start till  the flag is restered, and soon the missing
eriicle mysteriously is found near uvne pole from which it
lately waved,

Beardy the chief of the Indians about here comes down
0 pay his respects thls morning. He is sttired in nis
scarlet treaty cost and wears his huge silver treaty medal,
c:any offers are made for this but the old man cannot be -
induced to prart with it., The Indians @bout here are
Swamp Crees - fine lookinf dellows znd much more intelligent
appérently then their brethern of the Upper Laskatcnewan.
In former dzys the fish dlet of the inhabitants of this
region wowld be held sufricient explanction of this
difference in intellect; now the virtues of this food
are more lightly thought of.

we gLart con our Journey across the Lake ebout elcven,
with three hundred miles to make before we resch tne mouth
of the iled river. The "Frincess’ leads, zfter her the
barge “Nelson iiver”, tne "Colville” next and following
her the barges "ied River" and "Saskatchewan", the towing
rope forming & bond of union between us all, Col, wuller,
rugar sllan end Dr. Lesslie do not toke advantsge of the
opportunity given them of obtaining comfortable duérters on
the tug and decide to stick to the fegiment. Their places
ere taken by Gapt. Brown, wno is sufiering froumrhesumnatism,
and icGee and ilake, who are suffering probably from sons
other malady.

e

/¢ have a2 gulet run 11 day our only occupation,but
that & sufificiently engrossing one, despsrate 2tlempts to
sineke ourselves down in a space which might with comfortable
crowding accommodate nalf the numbers now Jammed into ite
Soon afier nightfall a neavy storm strikes us and our barge
vitcnes and rolls frightfully for some time. Very féw
succumb fortunately and zbout midnight & welcome lull @ilows
us to drop off in gentle slumber,

Tuesday, lbhtn July

Thne morning dawns cool and fair after last night's
storm. se have made very falr progress=and now are
nesrly out of sight of land, a faint blue line to be seen
on one side only. In a few hours however, we work down to
the "Warrows™ and after a delightiul run througnh this
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"regiments march up Fein Stree

beautiful portion of the Lake press on once more over
ﬁhe broad surface of the Southern helf. Before entering
tne Nurrows the steamer Princess leaves us tokine one bgrge
with her, the former &rrangement naving been found fatal

to all chances of good sterring. e follow her gallantly
&ll zfternoon, slowly losing ground, and she quietly fades
from our vision in the glories of = magnificent sunset.

dednesday, 15th July

ife wake this morning and find ourselves approaching
the mouth of the ied River and soon begin to slowly creep
up the marsh bordered channel of the famous strsam,
about esleven we reach Selkirk some trenty-five miles from
the mouth, and find waiting here the Q0th and ..idlanders.
Jde &are here given some lunch by the inh:bitants of the
settlement, a fair sized place, and then the Genzral and
troops are uresented with an address. The congratulatory
para.raphs of this concoction allude only to the Heroes of
Fish Creek and Batoche, though all the troops are asked to
baze advintage of certein material advantages gullelessly
2avertised in the closing sentences. *

The 65th and hidlenders do not go to Jinnipeg and we
leive them at Lelkirk, the iidlanders at any rate being in
state of general reilsy and disgraceful drunkerness.

We do not leave for winnipeg till after five, much delay
having been caused by the amount of stores we have to
transport, and have an hourts run by orain to that place.
The enthusiasm of the “innipeggers is unbounded and though
their own gallant 90th come in naturally for the lion's
share orf greeting, we are by no means forgotten. All the
eet to the City Hall, and here
some adaressss, fortunately neither many nor long, are
indulged in and then we are told to wmarch off to our
quarters. Je find it is intended that we should pitch

camp on the common near the fmigrant sheds, & long distance
away and on tae outskirts of the City. Tired and hungry
the men wish to yo mo further, and we accordingly pile arms
and take off our accourtrzments in & vacant lot on Park ivenue
intending to disperse for a meal and then return to bivouac.
Heavy rain interferes wit: this plan and the men are allowed
to go for tae night, shelter being provided for any who wish
it in a yet unoccupled hotel, kindly placed &t our disposal.
are Told that we are to have & review in thne morning and

We
to leave in the afternoon, so that we shall have little time
to see anything of .innipeg. .e go in for a very elaborats

end highly civilized repast, and then Harry and 1 call on
iulock before beating up gquarters for the night, not feeling
justified in awailing ourselves of his kind invitation to
take up our avode with hiw,
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Thursdev, 16th July

It rains ail night and is still raining when Harry and
I rise from our luxurious couch on the floor of Potter House
drawing room. A review is evidently an impossibility.
«#e rush down to the mulocks for breakfast and then reach our
regimental headquarters, find that our arms snd traps though
wet, are now safely under cover and that nothing has yet been
heard of our departure. .g therefore lunch at the Club,
turn up at another muster parade in the afternoon, and then
the rain having ceased, do the City under Robinson's kind
guidance, winding up by dinner at Clougher's, the swell
Winnipeg restaurant, and putting in the evening at the Club.
Here we meet the officers of most of the regiments in town.
Nc orders for us yet, though &ll the troops are to be shipped
off as soon as possible, and the Halifax men leave tonight,

Fridavy, 17th July

& lovely bright day. .fter a wearisome parade in the
morning iacdonald, Harry and 1 do the Hudson Bay Store
thoroughly, and are much disgusted to find we cannot purchase
certaln furs we earnestly covet, we hearing for the first
time the rule of the Co., forbidding sales in this country.
after lunch we have another of these micerable parades that
50 thoroughly spoil our cnances of doing anytning that would
take any time, and then go to Government House to a Garden
Farty. Tais is rather good fun, all the big-wigs #nd better
than thet sll the oretty girls being on hand, and we thoroughly
enjoy the unaccustomed dissipavion., Lesslie Hume, Harry and I
dine at the Lulocks, making our appedarance forty-five minutes
late, and not being even scolded. .fter dinner we unfortunately
have to go in for a march out, taking part in a torch-light
processsion and anything more abominable it hés seldom been
myill fortune to assist in. we wander for some hours
tarough #innipeg mud, m erely to afford some slight gratification
to the r&bble of the City.

Saturday, 18th July

dnother beautiful dayv. Harry and I decide not to turn
up at Farade this morning and instead wander about watching
the winnipeg maidens at their Saturday shopping. Je are
told definitely that we are to lerve this afternoon, &nd
spend some time getting out traps together but scon find that
this is another fulse alarm. In the afternoon we go to the
Robertsons and one or two other places, then dine at the Club,
and spend a very Jjolly evening at the Greens - & small dence.
The youn; married woman predominates but there are some very
nice sirls and the charming daughters of the house are only

too fascinating.



sundey, iStn July

e leave winripeg tihds morning on very short novice,
orders reacilng us &t our morning parade. I am very sorry
8 4 want to sse some of the Churches, but after 211 it
& vime we were gebting home. The York and Simcoe Batitn.
left on friday, the Artillery end Guards early this morning,
and the 10th & short time beiore ourselves. Harry and I
while the bargage is being lomded up, run over to the rulocks,
try wo thenk tnein for thelr meny kindnesses and regratfully
say good-bye. e are some time at the station, the City
{iving us & lunch there, and it is nearly three before we
leave, homeward bound, amid the hearty cheers of cur many
Jimmipeg friends,

<l

4innipeg we are all charmed with, the place bright
and handsome, and the people most kind, Tane besutiful
decorations (the arcaes ars most fine) make everything look
unwéntedly gay now but at wny time the city wust be goodly
to look upon. Some surprisingly hnandsome churches and
public puilldinge.

Apout ten we r:ach dat Portage and once wmore have
supper 4t bhe wideout. Nothins s=ems changed. The sime
crazy ouss ~ quannt old dining room, flamin; chromos, &and
one wight almost say, the same (only slightly more so)
teble cloths and napking, greeting us, and the same glgegling
table m&lds dispenss to the hunsry soldiers steaks whose
tcuszhness vividly reminds us of our visit of four months aro.
It is too dark wo ssze thz besuties of this mwost pilcturesgue
place; we do catch one lovely riimpse abt moonlight lake
and foaming river thit mskes us long for ancther and bettsr
opportunity of enjoving tne wonders of the sceneryv.

londay, z0th July

<e have a delightiul night in the Pullwman, reluctantly
rieing about nine when the annoucement is made that
breakfast will be ready at a station to be reacned in ten

minutes, This stéetion is Ignace and as we stean in we see
the train with the 10th on voard slosly departing.

Breakfast is not quite ready and when it is we nave to [fead
in relays so vhat it is past twelve whan we start once more.
Je pass bavanne of happy memory, cross the recross the head

waters of the beautiful Kanninistiquia, and after oan interesting
run through most wild country reach Port Archur cpout five,

four nundred and thirty miles from innipez.

se find tast the r.ontreal sriillery 10th, Guards and
ourselves, over 1100 men, are expected to pack in one steamer,
licensed to carry 450. The C.7,2. people though thoroughly
aware of the numbers of the avproaching regiments induce the

"Compana™ to depart this morningz, though she has been
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specially asked by the Govarnment to aid in the truansport
of troops, and are, to put & few dollars in the pockets

of these miserable money grabbers have to suffer from this
most abomineble &nd uncalled for crowding. darry and I
manage to take a short run through the town, inspect one or
two shops, get thoroughly well drenched in a heavy shower,
and reach our steamer none too socon to gat comfortably on
board. The men are packed like herrings and goodness only
knows how we are to be fed. e start abovt eight the night
closing in thick and gloowmy.

Tuesday, Z1st July

Herry Hume and I who have a cabin to ourselves, wisely
sleep till eleven this morning then nmake 2 struggle for
brezkfzst. The meal begins at 7 and it is often 12 before
we get to anything to eat. Dinner begins at two and the
last hungry soul gets his second and only an indifierent
one at Thit, meal about eleven at night.

«& 2rs surrounded bv fog all day =nd run at nalf spesd,
At times we can scarcely sse the length of the ship. about
sunset tne fog 1lifts for a short time and we find ourselves
close into the shore and heading directly for it, quite a
Narrow escape.

ie nave little to do today and make & thorough
inspection of the ship - the Athabasca -~ a magnifilcent
essel she is - Clyde-built with all most modern fittings
and lmprovements.

Jednesday, 22nd July

de still find ourselves in fog this morning but it 1lifts
apout eleven and we find ourselves near the end of the Lake,
42 press on at full speed and soon reach the Sault, two
hundred énd seventy miles from Port irthur., Here we stay
for nezrly an hour, not being alliowed on shore though.
Tne place is certainly a beautiful and seems to be a thriving
one, and the presence of numberous damsels on the wharf
(one especially clad in & charming pink gown played sad havoc
with our young affections) leads us vo think that the lighter
social plessures might here be heppily indulged in.

+€e leave the sault about two and have a magnificent
run of some sixty miles down the »t. smary River. e pass tne
Shingmonk Home =nd are heartily cheered by the dusky inmates;
meet numerous tugs and propellers and from 211 receive lively
sreetings and near the mouth of the river we pass the yacht
of His Lordship the Bishop of ..lgoma. On bosrd we discern
the portly form of that gentlemon himself, his hands unralse
as e stezam by &s if the eviscopal benediction were being
invoked upon us.

- 8l -



Towards evening we enter uvon our run of two hundred and
fifty miles &across Lake Huron, and safely past the tortuous
channel of the 5t. sfary our good salp is given her head.

Our meals today are even worse than those of yesterday,
the waiters being almost exhausted. IMacdonald, Harry and I
are an hour =nd thrse guarters pilcking up various scraps of
dishes that enable us to keep body and soul together.
We are much amused at the novel way in which the walters
vonvey orders to tne cook; instead of the 2ccustomed
"breakfast twlce™ of former days, we now hear shouted forth
in tones sepulchral hoarse "Nine times on your cabbage'
"twice on your coffee’ and s0 on.

Thursday, 23rd July

{arry Home a2nd I are sleeping veacefully this morning
when a kind friend rouses us and informs us that we are close
vo Owen Sound. e cry "sucker agein’ but 211 the same are
careful to poke a head out of our window and find it even so.
The pleasant town lies before us, and on the dock we are fast
approacning is a cloud of white, the sight oi which causes
strange emotions to thrill us. S8oon we reach our wharf,
and the joyous shout of the expectant throng, the fluttsr
of the white handkerchiefs, the bright friendly faces,
make us rzallze that at last we ars near homs. e have a
couple of hours in Cwen Sound while our baggage is being
unloaded and placed in our train, and during that time regale
ourselves with unlimited and marvellous quantities of lemondde
and cake supplied by the citizens, and amise ourselves by
going in for most desperate flirtations with the fair
daughters of the hamlet, :

e have & delightful run from Owen Sound, greeted with
cheers at every station, nay even 2t avery cross-road,
Adith he.rts light and thankful withal we sze once more the
far off smoke of our beloved Toronto, and &s our eyes fill
fast at the roar of welcome that wmeets us, our labours,
our trials, our dangers, our hamdships, are all forgotten,
and sratitude anc enthusiasm alone remain.



ilay 2nd, 1893

Dinner at the Toronto Club of Cfficers

present &t Cut rnife.

Colonel Otter
Surgeons Strange and Lesslie
Captains l.utton, Brock and Cassels,

These {six) the only ones in Toronto.

Col, Herchmer, iajor Short and
Captain 3rown dead.

£z

Nash in K.4. Hughes in Oregon.

-y

Neal Rutherford and Firley
in Juebec., .

Pelletier and Prower
Gray in Ottawa.

‘odmore in London.
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